


O
n May 15, 1948, the 
Palestine that was 
known and cherished 
by thousands of 
generations ceased to 

exist, and in its place, on its land, 
the State of Israel was created. 
For Palestinians worldwide, Al 
Nakba (“catastrophe” in Arabic) is 
fi lled with painful memories and 

bitterness.  This story does not off er 
a timetable of the events leading 
up to the UN decision to partition 
the land, which resulted in Israel’s 
independence, and Palestine’s loss 
of a nation. 

The historical account is too 
lengthy and detailed. It is, however, 
about the eff ect of Al Nakba, 
62 years later, on millions of 

Palestinians. The numbers speak for 
themselves. 

Over the years, fi ve major 
episodes between 1922 until the 
present time have resulted in a 
forced exodus of Palestinians. 
According to Badil Resource Center, 
at the end of 2008, the Palestinian 
population worldwide stood at 
10.6mn. A total of 7.1mn people have 
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* Adnan Mahamid drinking water at the Ayn al-Hajji, in the now non-existent village of Al Lajjun. The verdant village was 
once home to 1, 280 Palestinians, before it was occupied by Jewish settlers in May 1948.

Cover photograph: Mahamid with the map of Al Lajjun.

This could be the story of hundreds of other villages, 

and hundreds of thousands of other Palestinians, for 

their tale is one and the same… By Noreen Sadik 
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of exile Cover
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been expelled from their villages 
by force. From this number, 6.6mn 
became refugees, and approximately 
427,000 became internally displaced 
persons (IDP), people living inside 
Israel though not in their villages of 
origin. 

The largest number of people 
expelled was during the Nakba in 
1948 in which 750,000 to 900,000 
Palestinians from approximately 
500 villages were forced into exile 
and became refugees between 1947 
and 1949. 

Various laws were created by Israel 
with the intention of hindering the 
return of the Palestinian people 
to their villages and homeland. 
Additionally, most of the villages 
were subsequently destroyed — two 
thirds of the refugee homes were 
demolished, and the remaining third 
were inhabited by Jews. 

This story is about a village called 
Al Lajjun, and about a man who 
once lived there. It is a story about 
covering the truth, but not always 
being able to hide it. It could be the 
story of hundreds of other villages, 
and hundreds of thousands of other 
Palestinians, for their tale is one and 
the same… 

� � � 

Kibbutz Megiddo was founded 
in 1949. Its population of 
approximately 360 live at the edge 
of a man-made forest on land that 
belonged to Al Lajjun. Unless one 
enters this forest, it is impossible to 
know that behind the beautiful trees 
there once were diff erent residents 

on this very land. It belonged to a 
village called Al Lajjun — home to 
1,280 people — a village which no 
longer exists. 

Al Lajjun sat on a hill at the 
edge of Marj ibn Amer (the Plain 
of Amer’s son). Its history goes 
back 2,000 years to the time of the 
Roman legion camp when it was 
called Legio. It later served as the 
capital of a sub-district during the 
Abbasid rule (750-1258), and played 
an important role in the postal route 
during the Mamluk rule (1270–1516), 
and under the Ottoman rule (1841-
1917) it was the capital of the district 
that carried its name, followed by 
the British Mandate (1920–1948). 

In May, 1948, Al Lajjun’s rich 
history came to an end when the 
Israeli forces captured and destroyed 
it, and expelled its residents. All 
those who passed through it over 
the centuries, holding important 
roles in Palestine’s history, and 
its most recent residents, now 
scattered around the world, have 
since become part of stories of this 
destroyed, uninhabited village. 

Adnan Mahamid, former resident 
of Al Lajjun and now an internally 
displaced person, was only seven 
years old when he and his family fl ed 
empty-handed from their village 
in 1948 upon the assault of Israeli 
forces. 

He was too young to understand 
what was happening, but he 
remembers the great fear which 
overtook the Palestinians during 
this period in history. 

The villagers were told that they 
would be allowed back in about 
three days, however three days has 
turned into 62 years, and they have 
not been permitted to return. 

� � � 

Mahamid’s family made a life in 
the nearby city of Umm el-Fahem, 
along with hundreds of other 
residents of Al Lajjun. In 1998, their 
descendents numbered 7,857. 

Now 69 years old, Mahamid 
has 10 children, and several 
grandchildren. But the years have 
not made his childhood memories 
fade. Though it has changed 
tremendously from the days he 
lived there, he visits the old village 
regularly, not wanting to let go of 
what rightfully belongs to him and 
his children and grandchildren. 

Tall pine trees now cover a large 
portion of Al Lajjun’s 10,996 acres, 
however, signs of a past life are 
evident. A tour with Mahamid 
showed me the deep sadness that 
lies within. 

With a map of the village up 
until 1948 in hand, Mahamid 
and I made our way through Al 
Lajjun. He pointed at the map to 
the list of names of the owners of 
approximately 200 homes, and then 
pointed to their location on the 
land. “Here was al-Mahajina family, 
al-Mahamid family, al-Ghubariyya 
family, al-Jabbarin family, and 
another branch of al-Mahajina 
family,” he said, explaining that 
in spite of being one village, the 
families were separated. However, 
the village cemetery was in the 
centre of the village for all, tying the 
residents together. 

“The plan for Al Lajjun, if it had 
remained a village, was that it be 
built into a city,” Mahamid said. 

He recalled that the Mukhtar, 
the village leader who later became 
his father-in-law, had a good 
relationship with a British dignitary 

(during the British Mandate), and 
invited a him to Al Lajjun with the 
city-plan in mind, and before his 
visit the residents lined about 200m 
of road with fl owers and trees in his 
honour. 

Mahamid talked about the village 
school which was made up of four 
classes. He was there only for one 
year, before his family was forced to 
leave the village. But he remembers 
happy days spent with his friends at 
school. 

Al Lajjun also had two mosques, 
six grain mills, a Thursday market, 
a health centre, and a bus company 
which had 16 buses that provided 
transportation between the major 
Palestinian cities. 

Numerous springs kept the land 
so fertile that almost every crop 
imaginable was grown there. A 
local legend surrounds the main 
spring, Ayn al-Hajja. It goes back 
to the 10th century during the time 
of Islamic rule. According to the 
legend, the prophet Abraham went 
to the village with his sheep, and 
was told that he should go elsewhere 
because there was only a small 
amount of water available. 

Abraham struck a rock with his 
staff , causing a burst of water which 
was enough for the people and the 
fi elds and orchards. The water fl ows 
until this day. 

Aside from the chirping of birds, 
and a few glass bottles and plastic 
bags between the trees, there is no 
sign of life. “Now I want to take you 
to my house,” says Mahamid. 

He took a few more steps and 
stopped. Standing on a piece of 
land, bare of anything but an 
overgrowth of dried thistles, cactus 
and pomegranate trees, with tears 
in his eyes and his voice choking, 
he said, “We just entered my home. 
Welcome!” 

There are no signs that a house, 
rather, a home, once existed on this 
spot. However, this is where he was 
born, and the where he lived with 
his parents and seven siblings. “This 
was the kitchen, this was the family 
room,” he said, pointing at spots of 
vegetation as he described his home. 

Actually, four houses were there 

(belonging to his uncles), and there 
was also a storage room, and a 
stone guest room which his father 
and uncle built to welcome their 
many visitors. His father and uncles 
owned 67 acres. All the village 
houses were demolished and the 
village lands confi scated. Nothing 
remains. 

“This whole area was open, there 
were no trees around us,” he said, 
explaining that his home, being at 
the highest point in the village, had a 
view of the Galilee. 

“The Israelis planted the trees 
to try to cover the remains of the 
village,” he explained. It is common 
knowledge that where there are 
cactus, and fi g and pomegranate 
trees, there once existed a 
Palestinian village. 

He stood on the fl oor of his home, 
and went back in time. “I remember 
playing under the pomegranate 
tree with my brother, and a snake 
came down it, and my mother and 
cousin killed it. I remember our 
sheep, the horse and the donkey 
cart. I remember walking in my 
grandmother’s funeral,” he said. 

Silently we left his home, but did 
not close the door on the past — how 
could we? 

He recalls the land being fi lled 
with wheat, sesame, hommous and 
lentil plants, akoub, almond trees, 
and citrus and olive trees. Stopping 
on the side of the path, he leaned 
over and picked a stem of strong 
scented za’ater, and savoured the 
juicy, red mulberries hanging from 
the trees. 

Further up the road nourishing 
the earth is the legendary spring, 
Ayn al-Hajji. 

The stone water pump, half 
covered by trees, is next to a pond 
of cool, sweet water. Mahamid 
bent down and splashed water on 
his face and drank the cool spring 
water. “Drink from it, it’s clean, and 
delicious! Wash your face too!” he 
urged. 

The call to prayer had come and 
gone. Spreading a jacket on the 
ground, he faced Makkah. “I am 
going to pray on Al Lajjun’s land,” he 
declared. 

� � � 

Continuing our walk, we come 
across the remains of a house. 
Almost completely covered by the 
branches of a tree, just a few stones 
are visible, its owners now nameless. 
Up the road is an old mill, a stone 
structure, also partially covered by 
trees. 

And sitting high on a hill is a 
mosque, peeking from between 
the bushes. It was later used by the 
Israelis as a carpentry workshop. 
Three layers of fencing now 
surround it as a means of preventing 
anyone from going there to repair 
the damage. 

Ironically, the fi nal site out of 
the forest is the village cemetery. 
In ruins, it holds the remains of 
residents of Al Lajjun. Mahamid’s 
grandmother, whose funeral he 
walked in, is buried there. 

Also buried there is Yousef 
al-Hamdan, a nationalist who 
was killed in 1936 during the Arab 
revolution. His tombstone remains 
intact. 

The cemetery and the graves 
of Al Lajjun’s deceased have been 
demolished, the stones scattered 
around the fenced in area. These are 
the ones who can never be forced to 
leave their land. 

Not far in the distance, a combine 
was harvesting the wheat fi eld, 
land confi scated from Al Lajjun’s 
residents. 

Mahamid’s voice shook as he said 
with sadness, “They say the old die, 
and the young forget. But I tell my 
children and my grandchildren to 
be constant in their visits here. Our 
houses were here, this is our land. It 
is our right to return and build the 
village again. One’s homeland is the 
most important thing.” 

We walked away from Al Lajjun’s 
ruins and the cemetery, allowing the 
dead to rest on their land, leaving 
behind part of what once was.

• The author is an American
of Palestinian origin currently

based in an Arab city in Israel. She
is a freelance writer for various

publications. 

* Confiscated Al Lajjun land being used by the Israelis to harvest wheat.
Photographs by Noreen Sadik
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Epic adventure: The Bounty leaves Portsmouth in 1787. Its destination: to sail to Tahiti and load bread-fruit. Captain Bligh (Trevor Howard) 
will do anything to get there as fast as possible, using any means to keep up a strict discipline. When they arrive at Tahiti, it is like a paradise 
for the crew, something completely diff erent than the living hell on the ship. On the way back to England, off icer Fletcher Christian (Marlon 
Brando) becomes the leader of a mutiny. Watch the 1962 classic Mutiny on the Bounty on TCM today.
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1430 Bargain Hunt
1545 Last Of The Summer 

Wine
1615 The Weakest Link
1700 Doctors
1730 Eastenders
1900 Holby City
2000 The Weakest Link
2045 Doctors
2115 Eastenders
2145 Silent Witness
2245 Red Cap
2345 Love Soup
0015 Love Soup
0045 Silent Witness
0145 The Weakest Link
0230 Last Of The Summer 

Wine
0305 Teletubbies
0330 Me Too
0350 Tweenies
0410 Teletubbies
0435 Me Too
0455 Tweenies

Cinema City
0500 A Few Good Men
0715 Hard Ball
0900 The Truman Show
1100 Brassed Off 
1300 Ensemble C’est Tout
1500 Uncross The Stars
1700 Moll Flanders
1900 Night Falls On 

Manhattan
2100 Frozen River
2300 High Roller
0100 The Company You 

Keep
0300 Frozen River

Star Movies
0525 Swimfan
0650 Jewel Of The Nile, The
0835 Eyewitness
1015 Ground Zero The 

Deadly Shift
1145 Mafia!
1315 Swimfan
1440 Jewel Of The Nile, The
1625 Custody
1755 More Of Me
1925 Hollywoodland
2130 Cool Runnings
2310 Nanny’s Secret, A
0045 Custody
0215 More Of Me
0340 Life With Mikey

MGM
0605 Soda Cracker
0740 Strictly Business
0900 Mr. Accident
1030 I Could Go On Singing
1210 The Hawaiians
1420 Uhf
1555 Hair
1755 Kidnapped (Epic)
1935 Elmer Gantry
2200 The Commitments
2355 Jiminy Glick In Lala 

Wood
0125 Evidence Of Blood
0315 Sunday, Bloody Sunday

Super Movies
0530 Broken Lines
0715 Into The Storm
0900 The Good Heart
1100 High Noon
1300 Dr. Dolittle Million 

Dollars Mutts
1500 The Visitor
1700 The Good Heart
1900 Racing Daylight
2100 Witness To Waco
2300 Franklyn
0100 The Invasion
0300 Momma’s Man

Pinoy Extreme
0530 Chb (Celebrity Home 

And Business)
0600 Stop, Talk And Listen
0700 Duda
0900 Celebrity Real Life 

Stories
0930 Daily Top 5
1000 Sultada
1100 Sports Block
1300 Chb (Celebrity Home 

And Business)
1330 Stop, Talk And Listen
1430 Duda
1630 Celebrity Real Life 

Stories
1700 Orbit Block
1730 Daily Top 5
1800 Sports Block
2000 Sultada
2100 Chb (Celebrity Home 

And Business)
2130 Stop, Talk And Listen
2230 Duda
0030 Celebrity Real Life 

Stories
0100 Orbit Block
0200 Daily Top 5
0230 Sports Block
0430 Sultada
















