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Introduction

Israeli & Zionist Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section is the most frequently visited section at PalestineRemembered.com. Initially, it evolved based on our correspondence with many Israelis and Zionists who visited the site, and over time it has emerged into the current version. Currently, the section is becoming an important resource on the internet that presents the Palestinian version of events. 

If you are an Israeli or a Zionist, most likely this booklet will challenge your beliefs to the core. Because of that we urge you to be open minded and unemotional until you read the Palestinian side. It should be NOTED that most of our research has been based on declassified Israeli and Zionist archives, which was researched by Israeli and Jewish historians. We have gone the extra mile to properly reference each stated fact and quote at the footnote of each page, to use multiple sources including several pro-Israel historians, and to link each FAQs to other useful online resources for other points of view.

Since the Israeli version of events is widely available on the internet and from most Western media outlets, this booklet is not meant to present the Israeli official version. So it is assumed that the reader is well versed in evolution of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict (such as the Balfour Declaration, UN partition, 1948 War, Nakba & refugees, Zionism, occupation, settlements, … etc.), and who is also interested in reading the other side of the story. 

From our point of view, we consider many of these FAQs  to be racist and baseless, and because of that we have decided on adopting the “facts in your face” style of writing. So we apologize upfront if our style seems confrontational or overwhelming, however, we have concluded that this approach is deemed necessary to counter such arguments and questions.

Note that each of the responses was meant to be as independent as possible from the other responses. So be free to jump to your favorite FAQ right away with little attention to the presented sequence. Also note that we have repeated some facts in a few responses to achieve the independence of each response. So if you find yourself reading a familiar paragraph, please be free to skip over it to the next one.

Finally, this booklet is not meant for publication nor for profit, but rather as a print friendly companion to the website. So please be free to print and circulate as long you do not change any of its contents. The permanent URL link to this document will always be:

http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Download/Israeli-ZionistFAQ.doc
which will be periodically updated to reflect newly added FAQs and research.

Most Palestinians want to destroy Israel and deep in their hearts they want to drive all Israeli Jews into the sea




Jaffa May 1948, Palestinians were being pushed into the see by the attacking Israeli Army 

This is the most frequently asked question by Israeli Zionists. We will answer the question indirectly by asking the question below: 

Are you aware that Israeli Zionists, during the 1948 war, have pushed into the sea up to 25% of the Palestinian refugees (including women, children, and old people)? 

From the inception of Zionism, the Zionist leaders have fed their people false propaganda. Probably the picture above can tell you a bit of the real story. It is misleading and unfair to focus on what Palestinians might allegedly do in the future, while Palestinians' past and present are filled with Israeli war crimes. These types of accusations are meant to deflect and confuse the core issues of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  The core issues of the conflict are the collective DISPOSSESSION and ETHNIC CLEANSING (compulsory population transfer) of the Palestinian people for the past five decades, and the conflict would have been on the same level of intensity, even if both warring parties were Muslims, Christians, or even Jewish.  

From the start, the Zionist leaders were keen on creating a "Jewish State" based on "Jewish majority" by immigrating Jews to Palestine in mass numbers, which was primarily motivated by the fleeing European Jews from anti-Semitic Tsarist Russia and Nazi Germany. When it became increasingly clear to the Zionist leaders at the time (such as Ben-Gurion and Theodor Herzl) that it was impossible to achieve Jewish majority solely based on immigration and natural growth, they concluded that forcible "population transfer" (Ethnic Cleansing) was the only solution to the "Arab Problem." Year after year, the plan to ethnically cleanse Palestine of its indigenous people became known as the "transfer solution". David Ben-Gurion, the first Israeli Prime Minister, eloquently articulated the "transfer solution" as the following:  

· In a joint meeting between the Jewish Agency Executive and Zionist Action Committee on June 12th, 1938:
"With compulsory transfer we [would] have a vast area [for settlement] .... I support compulsory transfer. I don't see anything immoral in it." 
 
  

· In a speech addressing the Central Committee of the Histadrut on December 30, 1947:
"In the area allocated to the Jewish State there are not more than 520,000 Jews and about 350,000 non-Jews, mostly Arabs. Together with the Jews of Jerusalem, the total population of the Jewish State at the time of its establishment, will be about one million, including almost 40% non-Jews. such a [population] composition does not provide a stable basis for a Jewish State. This [demographic] fact must be viewed in all its clarity and acuteness. With such a [population] composition, there cannot even be absolute certainty that control will remain in the hands of the Jewish majority .... There can be no stable and strong Jewish state so long as it has a Jewish majority of only 60%." 
 
  

· And on February 8th, 1948 Ben-Gurion also stated to the Mapai Council:
"From your entry into Jerusalem, through Lifta, Romema [East Jerusalem Palestinian neighborhood]. . . there are no [Palestinian] Arabs. One hundred percent Jews. Since Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans, it has not been Jewish as it is now. In many [Palestinian] Arab neighborhoods in the west one sees not a single [Palestinian] Arab. I do not assume that this will change. . . . What had happened in Jerusalem. . . .  is likely to happen in many parts of the country. . .  in the six, eight, or ten months of the campaign there will certainly be great changes in the composition of the population in the country." 
 
  

· In a speech addressing the Zionist Action Committee on April 6th, 1948:
"We will not be able to win the war if we do not, during the war, populate upper and lower, eastern and western Galilee, the Negev and Jerusalem area ..... I believe that war will also bring in its wake a great change in the distribution of Arab population." 
 

For Israeli Zionists to excuse themselves from any war crimes, such as compulsory population transfer (Ethnic Cleansing) and dispossessing the Palestinian people, they've resorted to a myth that Palestinians left their homes, farms, businesses, banks, boats, cars, ..etc. based on their free will.

There is no denying of the fact that some Palestinians think exactly like the Zionists (which is the Palestinian version of Zionism), and very possibly they do so because they were the victims of such treatment. Regardless of whether it is right or wrong, you have to agree that it is human nature to respond to terror with terror and to racism with racism, which are facts that all decent people must accept and deplore simultaneously. No matter what the circumstances are (such as the urge to seek vengeance, revenge, reprisals, ... etc.), targeting civilians to achieve political or military objectives, in either war or non-war situations, is terrorism. It is worth noting that the Palestinian people have been on the receiving end of Israeli terrorism, the chief of which are the collective DISPOSSESSION and ETHNIC CLEANSING of 8.5 million Palestinian for the past five decades.

Finally, the Palestinian mainstream does not and will not condone massive ethnic cleansing the way Israeli Zionists have done to the Palestinian people. Palestinians, as Muslim and Arabs, have their long history and track record to prove exactly the opposite. Omar Ibn al-Khatab's and Saladin’s conquest of Jerusalem are solid proof of how Arabs and Muslims fairly treated their defeated subjects, the Byzantines and the Crusades respectively. Ironically, many of today's Christian Palestinians trace their roots to the Crusades, such as the famous Rock family of Jaffa. In other words, if freeing Palestine shall imply perpetrating war crimes similar to the ones perpetrated against the Palestinian people, Palestinians shall wait for another Omar or Saladin to right the wrongs of the past. The Muslim Arabs have their history to prove their tolerance towards their subjects, however, the Israeli Zionists have their track record to speak for them. Palestine Remembered has been explicitly built to expose and uncover Israeli war crimes and to AMPLIFY the voices of the Palestinian refugees. 

Related Online Resources

· The Arabs threatened to throw the Jews into the sea by Arjan el-Fassed at http://ElectronicIntifada.net/HistoricalMyths/SeaMyth.html

· Cleansing Jaffa: Detailed eyewitness account By Shukri Salameh at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Jaffa/Jaffa/Story202.html

The Arabs rejected the 1947 U.N. partition of Palestine, and consequently attacked the Jewish state, and lost the 1948 war  

The 1947 UN GA proposed partition plan of Palestine is often used by Israelis to obscure the facts from the novice individual, which is primarily done by portraying Israel as a victim of Arab aggression and violence. As demonstrated below, many facts and myths have been concocted to legitimize Israel in the eyes of many Jews and Western people. It should be noted that each of the facts below can be independently verified either from the Zionist archives in Jerusalem or from the British Mandate books. 

The best way to present the facts concerning this argument is by asking the following questions: 

· Are you aware that Palestine's Jewish population, mostly European Jews escaping their respective racist countries, was under 8% of the total population in 1914?

  

· Are you aware that in 1914 Jewish landownership in Palestine was under 2%?
  

· Despite active British Mandate assistance to the Zionist movement between 1918-1948 (based on the commitment Britain made to the Zionist movement in the Balfour Declaration), Palestine's Jewish population in 1947 was increased only to 33% of its total population? 
 
 
It is worth noting that even after five decades of ethnic cleansing, occupation, and dispossession the demographic ratio between Palestinians (8.2 million) and Israeli Jews (4.5-5 million) is still the same as it was in December 1947, which was (and still is) 2 to 1 in favor of the Palestinian people. However, for Israel to maintain its democratic "Jewish State", and above all its "Jewish character", it opted to ETHNICALLY CLEANSE 80% of the Palestinian people out of their homes, farms, businesses, boats, banks, ... etc.
  

· Are you aware that Jewish landownership in Palestine was under 7% in 1947? 
 See footnote  
 for a map illustrating Palestine's land ownership per district as of 1945.
  

· Are you aware that the United States of America arm twisted dozens small nations to get their support to partition Palestine? For example, Greece and France were threatened with a foreign aid cutoff, Liberia was threatened with a rubber embargo plus pressure from the Firestone Company president that he would revoke planned expansion in Liberia, bribing several Latin American countries were bribed by hinting at the of possible funding of the construction of a Pan-American highway, ...etc. 

  

· Are you aware that two US Supreme Court justices, Frank Murphy and Felix Frankfurter, contacted the Philippine ambassador in Washington and sent telegrams to Philippine president Carlos Rojas warning that a negative vote would alienate millions of Americans. Ten senators also cabled Rojas.

  

· Are you aware that the Jewish Agency budgeted a million dollars for its own campaign of bribery? The money allocation appeared in the Jewish Agency budget as "irregular political activity." 

  

· Are you aware that the Zionist leaders have enjoyed a clandestine advantage by BUGGING the rooms of the UN Special Committee On Palestine (UNSCOP) and knew what every committee member and witness was saying? 

  

· Are you aware that in March 1948 the United States, along with China and France, was withdrawing from its earlier commitments to partition Palestine, and was pressing for "trusteeship" - an extension of Great Power rule- in Palestine beyond May 15th, 1948? 
  And on March 19th, 1948, Ben-Gurion responded to the idea of UN trusteeship in a press conference in Tel-Aviv with the following: 

"It is we who will decide the fate of Palestine. We cannot agree to any sort of Trusteeship, permanent or temporary. The Jewish State exists because we defend it." 

It should be noted that since November 1947 the UN GA failed to reaffirm the 1947 U.N. partition plan. 

· Are you aware that the 20th Zionist Congress, which convened in Zurich in August 1937, almost UNANIMOUSLY REJECTED the British proposed partition plan of Palestine (which became known as the Peel Commission Partition plan)? 
. Although the proposed Peel Commission's partition plan was rejected because the areas allocated to the "Jewish state" was "too small," the concept of partitioning the country was adopted by the 20th Zionist Congress. Consult the Peel Commission map (URL available at footnote 
) which was rejected by the 20th Zionist Congress, and the map proposed by the U.N. in 1947 (available at footnote 
). While inspecting both maps, note the following:
 
1) The Jewish population in Palestine in 1937 was under 27%, and in 1947 was under 33% of the total population.
2) The Negev Desert was populated with Zionists only in few isolated colonies.
3) The Peel Commission allocated the most fertile regions of Palestine to the "Jewish state," which included all the Galilee and a much wider area in the coastal region compared to the areas proposed by the UN in 1947.
4) The 1947 UN GA proposed Partition plan did not call for the compulsory Palestinian population transfer (ethnic cleansing) out of the proposed areas allocated to the "Jewish State", where the indigenous Palestinian population made up 45% of the total population. On the contrary, such compulsory population transfer was a major pillar for the success of the Peel Commission Partition plan 10 years earlier.
 
We call upon your sense of fairness while contemplating the following questions:
 
1) If the Peel Commission plan was accepted by the Zionists in 1937, how many Jews might have been saved from the Nazi holocaust? In that respect, it is worth quoting Ben-Gurion, who wrote twenty years later:  

"Had partition [referring to the Peel Commission partition plan] been carried out, the history of our people would have been different and six million Jews in Europe would not have been killed---most of them would be in Israel."

2) If the Zionist Jews rejected such an offer, which could have "saved" many Jews from the Nazi holocaust, why are the Palestinians often blamed for rejecting a plan which allocated them much less land in 1947?
 
3) Why is the same excuse accepted by Zionists for rejecting the 1937 Peel Partition plan, but not accepted when used by Arabs for rejecting the 1947 UN GA Partition plan? 

· To give a different perspective on the issue, it is important to contemplate what Moshe Sharett, the 1st Israeli Foreign Minister, said in justification of why Palestinian Arabs would reject any Partition of their country. Sharett stated behind closed doors to the Zionist Actions Committee on April 22nd, 1937: 

 "...in contrast to us they [Palestinian Arabs] would lose totally that part of Palestine which they consider to be an Arab country and are fighting to keep it such ... They would lose the richest part of Palestine [referring Peel Commission Partition plan]; they would lose major Arab assets, the orange plantations, the commercial and industrial centers and the most important sources of revenue for their government which would become impoverished; they would lose most of the coastal area, which would also be loss to the hinterland [Palestinian] Arab states. .... This would be such an uprooting, such a shock, the likes of which had never occurred and could drown the whole thing in rivers of blood. " 

It is worth noting that Sharett expressed his opinion regarding the Peel Commission Partition plan proposed in 1937, which had given more lands to the Palestinian State than what was proposed by the UN Partition plan in 1947.

· Are you aware that the Syrian proposal to refer the Palestine issue to the International Court of Justice in The Hague was defeated by a single vote, twenty one votes against twenty. 

  

· Are you aware that the 1947 UN GA proposed partition in favor of creating a "Jewish State" in Palestine was outside the competence of the Assembly under the Charter of the United Nations? Nowhere in the UN's charter was there the power to partition any country, especially based on racial or religious grounds. Even if the UN had such power to partition a country, such a resolution is not binding since it was indorsed by General Assembly rather than Security Council.
  

· According to a Jewish Agency assessment of the Arab intentions and capacities, submitted in March 1948, reported that Arabs chiefs of staff had warned their government against invasion of Palestine and any lengthy war because of the internal situation in most of the Arab countries. For example, revolt in Yemen kept the Saudis at bay and the mass riot in Iraq against the Anglo-Iraqi treaty. 

  

· Notwithstanding the above facts, are you aware that the 1947 UN GA proposed partition granted the "Jewish state" ABOUT 60% of the total area of Palestine?

  

· Assuming that you are an American, based on the above facts would you concede sovereignty and ownership of over 60% of your country in favor of a foreign minority, such as Canadians and Mexicans, who owns under 7% of the U.S.'s lands? 
  
If you do not accept such a plan for yourself as an American, why ask the Palestinian people to concede 60% of their land in favor of an ALIEN foreign minority?
  

· For a moment, let us assume that the above arguments and facts make no sense to the average Israeli Zionist, and ask the following question:
  
Assuming in 1947 Israeli Jews constituted a 2/3 majority, and owned and operated 93% of Israeli lands, contributed 55%-60% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), would you accept a U.N. imposed partition of Israel in favor of an alien settler minority? 
It should be NOTED that currently Palestinian-Israeli citizens make up 20-22% of the total population, so is it acceptable for the United Nations to partition Israel in a favorable way to its Palestinian minority? As an Israeli Jew, would you accept a UN GA proposed partition of Israel?   

As it will be demonstrated below, the decision by the Zionist leaders at the time, such as Ben-Gurion and Weizmann, to accept the 1947 proposed UN GA Partition plan was a smoke screen, which was done solely to gain international recognition and support. Such deception and double talk, by the Zionist leaders, was (and in many cases still is) a political ploy to gain initial international legitimacy for the existence of the Jewish State. Such deception and double talk was very well known to the average Palestinian, which caused Palestinians to unite in their rejection to such an unfair plan to partition their country. We urge you to digest the following Zionist leaders quotes in an open mind, please note that most, if not all, of the quotes below are dated from before the entry of any single Arab Army into British Mandated Palestine: 

· In a letter Chaim Weizmann sent to the Palestine-British high Commissioner while the Peel Commission was convening in 1937, he stated:
 
"We Shall spread in the whole country in the course of time ..... this is only an arrangement for the next 25 to 30 years." 

  

· In a letter Ben-Gurion sent to his son in 1937 he wrote about the Peel Commission proposal to partition Palestine:
 
"No Zionist can forgo the smallest portion of the Land of Israel. [A] Jewish state in part [of Palestine] is not an end, but a beginning ..... Our possession is important not only for itself ...  through this we increase our power, and every increase in power facilitates getting hold of the country in its entirety. Establishing a [small] state .... will serve as a very potent lever in our historical effort to redeem the whole country." 

  

· In 1938, Ben-Gurion made it clear of his support for "Jewish state" on part of Palestine only as a stepping ground for a complete conquest when he wrote:
 
"[I am] satisfied with part of the country, but on the basis of the assumption that after we build up a strong force following the establishment of the state--we will abolish the partition of the country and we will expand to the whole Land of Israel." 

  

· One day after the U.N. vote to partition Palestine, Menachem Begin, the commander of the Irgun gang and Israel's future Prime Minister between 1977-1983, proclaimed:
 
"The Partition of Palestine is illegal. It will never be recognized .... Jerusalem was and will for ever be our capital. Eretz Israel will be restored to the people of Israel. All of it. And for Ever." 

  

· Ben-Gurion wrote in his dairy on November 30, 1947 after the UN's vote to partition Palestine into two states:
 
"In my heart, there was joy mixed with sadness: joy that the nations at last acknowledged that we are a nation with a state, and sadness that we lost half of the country, Judea and Samaria, and , in addition, that we [would] have [in our state] 400,000 Arabs." 

   

· Ben-Gurion commenting on the proposed Peel Commission Partition plan, stated in 1937:
 
"We must EXPEL ARABS and take their places .... and, if we have to use force-not to disposes the Arabs of the Negev and Transjordan, but to guarantee our own right to settle in those places-then we have force at our disposal." 
 Note the premeditated plan to ethnically cleanse the Negev and Transjordan which were not allocated to the Jewish State by the Peel Commission .

  

· Moshe Sharett, director of the Jewish Agency's Political Department who later became Israel's first foreign minister, declared: 
 
"[W]hen the Jewish state is established--it is very possible that the result will be [population] transfer of [the Palestinian] Arabs." 

  

· While addressing the Central Committee of the Histadrut on December 30th, 1947, Ben-Gurion said:
 
"In the area allocated to the Jewish State there are not more than 520,000 Jews and about 350,000 non-Jews, mostly Arabs. Together with the Jews of Jerusalem, the total population of the Jewish State at the time of its establishment, will be about one million, including almost 40% non-Jews. such a [population] composition does not provide a stable basis for a Jewish State. This [demographic] fact must be viewed in all its clarity and acuteness. With such a [population] composition, there cannot even be absolute certainty that control will remain in the hands of the Jewish majority .... There can be no stable and strong Jewish state so long as it has a Jewish majority of only 60%." 

  

· On February 7th, 1948, while addressing the Mapai Council he responded to a remark that the "Jews have no land in the Jerusalem corridor" with the following:
 
"The war will give us the land. The concept of 'ours' and 'not ours' are only concepts for peacetime, and during war they lose all their meaning." 

  

· And on February 8th, 1948 Ben-Gurion also stated to the Mapai Council:
 
"From your entry into Jerusalem, through Lifta, Romema [East Jerusalem Palestinian neighborhood]. . . there are no [Palestinian] Arabs. One hundred percent Jews. Since Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans, it has not been Jewish as it is now. In many [Palestinian] Arab neighborhoods in the west one sees not a single [Palestinian] Arab. I do not assume that this will change. . . . What had happened in Jerusalem. . . .  is likely to happen in many parts of the country. . .  in the six, eight, or ten months of the campaign there will certainly be great changes in the composition of the population in the country." 

  

· Ben-Gurion addressing the Zionist Action Committee on April 6th 1948, just a few days before the implementation of Plan Dalet which signaled the official Zionist offensive against the Palestinians:
 
"We will not be able to win the war if we do not, during the war, populate upper and lower, eastern and western Galilee, the Negev and Jerusalem area ..... I believe that war will also bring in its wake a great change in the distribution of Arab population." 

 
Note the premeditated plan to occupy and ethically cleanse areas, such as Galilee and Jerusalem, which were not allotted to the "Jewish State" by the 1947 U.N. Partition plan. 

Finally, it seems often hypocritical when on one hand many Israeli Zionists use UN GA partition plan as a pretext to legitimize "Israel's"  existence, and on the other hand they've rejected almost every other UN resolution since "Israel's" creation, chief among them U.N. GA resolution 194 which calls for the immediate Right of Return of all ethnically cleansed Palestinians to their homes, farms, plantations, businesses, banks, boats, buses, ... etc. To suit "Israel's" political agenda, Israeli Zionists have deliberately chosen to ignore most, if not all, UN resolutions, of course with the exception of withdrawing from occupied southern Lebanon in May 2000. Sadly, Israel has accepted the UN resolution to withdraw its occupation forces out of southern Lebanon not because it was influenced by the UN, U.S., or even European diplomatic pressure, but because it was compelled to do so by the heroic Lebanese resistance.

Related Online Resource

· The Palestinians were wrong to reject the UN partition plan by Arjan el-Fassed at http://electronicintifada.net/historicalmyths/partitionrejection.html

Jerusalem Post: Intensely Lobbying the UN behind the scene, half a loaf by the Jerusalem Post at http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/04.Dec.1997/Features/Article-2.html

Seven well armed Arab armies attempted to destroy the poorly armed Jewish State in 1948, Arabs were the aggressors from the start 

This is one of the most misleading Zionist myths to ever be concocted. It is really amazing how this baseless claim, as it will be proven below, found its way to all sectors of the Israeli society, especially in its school system, military boot camps, and media. This concocted version of events was deemed necessary, by the Zionist leaders at the time, for the sole purpose of legitimizing Israel's USURPATION of the Palestinian people's political, civil, and economic rights.

Often when Israeli Zionists are confronted with facts contrary to their own version of events, they counter by accusing that the sources are sheer fabrication and Arab propaganda. To minimize such misunderstandings, we will directly quote two of the most prominent pro-Israeli historians, Martin Van Creveld (renowned Israeli military strategist) and Martin Gilbert, who wrote:

· "In the Event of invading [Arab] forces were limited to approximately 30,000 men. The strongest [consider this fact while reading the next quote] single contingent was the Jordanian one, already described. Next came Egyptians with 5,500 men, then the Iraqis with 4,500 who ..... were joined by perhaps 3,000 local irregulars. The total was thus around eight rather under strength brigades, some of them definitely of second-and even third-rate quality. To these must be added approximately 2,000 Lebanese (one brigade) and 6,000 Syrians (three brigades). Thus, even though the Arabs countries outnumbered the Yishuv by better then forty-to-one, in terms of military manpower available for combat in Palestine the two sides were fairly evenly matched. As time went on and both sides sent reinforcements the balance changed in the Jews' favor; by October they had almost 90,000 men and women under arms, the Arabs only 68,000." 

  

· "Senior Hagana commanders met with committee [UN Special Committee On Palestine-UNSCOP] members in Jerusalem's Talpiot quarter in similarly surreptitious circumstances to express confidence that Jewish forces, which they numbered at 90,000, including 35,000 reservists, could overcome any Arab assault should it come to war." 

  

· "Ben-Gurion made serious effort, shortly before the United Nations vote on the Partition proposal, to seek neutrality of the King Abdullah of Transjordan, whose British trained and officered army, the Arab Legion, was the STRONGEST fighting force in the Middle East. The king had long been at loggerheads with Haj Amin al-Husseini, the Mufti of Jerusalem, for the moral leadership of the Arabs of the whole region. Abdullah's secret interlocutor was to be Golda Meir: " ' ...... He [King Abdullah] soon made the heart of the matter clear: he would not join in any Arab attack on us. He would always remains our friend, he said, and like us, he wanted peace more than anything else. After all, we had a common foe, the Mufti of Jerusalem, Hajj Amin al-Husseini.' " 

  

· "As for Abdullah's Arab Legion, it had fought better than any other Arab force. Yet on scarcely any occasion had the Arab Legion attempted to conquer territories allotted to the Jews by the partition plan, preferring to stay on the defensive." 

  

· ".... there was no common military headquarters, no attempts at coordinating the offenses of the Arab armies, and ... not even a regular liaison service for sharing enemy intelligence." 

  

· "Perhaps the most important [of Arab armies problems] was a crippled shortage of ammunition, owing to the international arms embargo ..., in the case of the Iraqis and Egyptians, long lines of communications. For example, after February 25, 1948, the Arab Legion received no new ammunition for its 20mm guns. Some of the ammunition used by the Iraqi artillery was more than thirty years old; the Syrians had no ammunition for their heavy 155mm guns. Whereas Jewish stockpiles were growing all the times [especially the big arms shipment from Czechoslovakia in May 1948], the enemies were so depleted they stole ammunition shipments for each other. In addition, they were ill-coordinated, technically incompetent, slow, ponderous, badly led, and unable to cope with night operations that willy-nilly, constituted the IDF's expertise." 

  

· A Palmach (the Israeli strike force) report, written by Yigal Allon soon after Operation Dani in the first half of July 1948, stated that the expulsion of the Lydda and Ramle Palestinian inhabitants, beside relieving Tel Aviv of a potential, long-term threat, had: 

"clogged the routes of the advance of the [Transjordan Arab] Legion and had foisted upon the Arab economy the problem of "maintaining another 45,000 souls . . . Moreover, the phenomenon of the flight of tens of thousands will no doubt cause demoralization in every Arab area [the refugees] reach  . . . This victory will yet have great effect on other sectors."

Although we disagree with Arab armies' statistics (30,000 men) presented by Creveld, the reader could conclude the following:

· The strongest Arab army to enter Palestine was in cahoots with the Israelis from the start. Based on H.M. King Abdullah's orders (who also commanded the Iraqi Army in addition to Transjordan's), the strongest Arab armies did not even encroach on the areas allotted to the "Jewish State" by the 1947 UN Partition plan of Palestine. On the contrary, the truth was the opposite, for example:
 
1- Lydda, Ramla, and the triangle areas where handed over to the Israelis without a fight. Although Transjordan's Army withdrew based on the orders of the King, the Iraqi Army (which was positioned a few kilometers north in Ras al-'Ayn) was given explicit orders not to intervene. It should be noted that these areas were densely populated with Palestinians, fertile, and strategically located for both Arabs and Israelis.
 
2- In mid-October, 1948 when the Israeli Army attacked the Egyptian (south) and Syrians (northeast) armies, the Iraqi and Jordanian armies were forbidden from opening a third front in the middle and south. The Iraqi Army was capable of splitting Israel in half if it was given the orders, and the Jordanian Army watched from the sidelines as the Israeli Army mauled the Egyptians in southern Hebron and Beersheba areas.
 Note that the Iraqi Army was well positioned in the Tulkarm-Jinin areas (southeast of Haifa) which is only 12-14 kilometers from the Mediterranean.
  

· According to Yochai Sela of Tel-Aviv University, the number of Israelis killed in the course of the 1948 war was 5,708, including 4,558 soldiers. The number of Israeli soldiers killed within the boarders of the area allotted to the "Jewish state"  by the UN was 1,581 (where 1,092 killed by Palestinians before the entry of the Arab armies on May 15, 1948); and the number killed in the areas outside the borders was 2,759. These numbers clearly show that 60% of all Israeli casualties occurred during offensive rather than defensive actions. 

  

· The other strongest Arab armies, Egyptian and Iraqi, had long lines of supplies and communications away from their basis in their respective countries.
  

· Saudi Arabian and Sudanese armies contributed only few a thousand soldiers toward the middle of the war to shore up the exhausted Egyptian army in southern Palestine.
  

· Under American and French pressure, the Lebanese Army was sidelined from the start and did not even cross the international borders. At most, the Lebanese army provided a mediocre artillery cover to some ALA [Arab Liberation Army] volunteers at the beginning of the war. 

  

· By the time the Arab armies entered Palestine on May 15, 1948, close to 400,000 Palestinian refugees were already ethnically cleansed out of their homes, businesses, plantations, ... etc., who clogged the roads, burdened local economies, and demoralized the Arab populations, as it was admitted by Yigal Allon. 
  

· Arab armies did not attempt to coordinate their military operational planning, nor share any military intelligence among themselves.  Actually, it wasn't until April 30, 1948, that the Arabs chiefs of staff met for the first time to work out a plan for military intervention. It is worth noting that this plan was wrecked by King Abdullah when he made last minute changes. 

  

· The Israelis maximally exploited the rivalry between King Abdullah of Transjordan and al-Hajj Amin al-Husseini. For example, before the entry of any Arab armies to Palestine on May 15th, 1948, Hajj Amin (who was residing in Tyre-Sayda in southern Lebanon) wanted to declare a provisional Palestinian government in Galilee, with Safad being its capital. Such intentions by al- Hajj Amin prompted the King to pull out Transjordan's irregulars troops out of Safad on the May 11th, 1948, which was the primary reason for it falling into Israeli hands.
 Another good reason which enticed the King to collaborate with the Jewish Agency was the payment of $4 million for five years. 

  

· Although there was an arms embargo on the warring parties in the Middle East, the embargo negatively affected the Arabs more than the Israelis. While the Arab armies were depleting their arms and ammunitions, the Israelis were stockpiling weapons and ammunitions from a huge arms shipment from Czechoslovakia, which had arrived early May, 1948.
   

· By October 1948, the Israelis had 90,000 armed men, while the Arabs had 68,000.
  

· It is a fabricated myth that seven well equipped, organized, and coordinated Arab armies attempted to PUSH the poorly armed Jews into the sea. 
 

Although we could go on and on presenting the true version of events, we believe that we have presented more than enough facts from Israeli publications. We leave it up to the readers to do further investigations on their own for truth's sake. Finally, we like to end this article by directly quoting the famous Jewish historian Avi Shlaim:

· "This popular-heroic-moralistic version of the 1948 war has been used extensively in Israeli propaganda and is still taught in Israeli schools. It is a prime example of the use of a nationalistic version of history in the process of nation building. In a very real sense history is the propaganda of the victors, and the history of the 1948 war is no exception."
 
  

· "Despite all the political miscalculations and failures of those who planned the Sinai Campaign, it is their version that became firmly entrenched in the mind of the overwhelming majority of Israelis. The popular perception of the 1956 war in Israel is that it was a defensive war, a just war, a brilliantly executed war, and a war that achieved nearly all of its objectives. This version of the war was propagated not only by members of the Israeli defense establishment but by a host of sympathetic historians, journalists, and commentators. However deeply cherished, this version does not stand up to scrutiny in the light of the evidence now available. It is a striking example of the way in which history can be manipulated to serve nationalist ends. The official Israeli version of the 1956 war, like that of the 1948 war, is little more than the propaganda of the victor." 
 

Related Online Resources
· The Arabs started all the wars: 1948 by Arjan el-Fassed at http://ElectronicIntifada.net/HistoricalMyths/1948war.html 

· Zionist Quotes: Expansionist (Greater Israel) at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story695.html 

Palestinians in 1948 left their homes based on the orders of their leaders at the time, & that was their choice 

For a moment, let us assume that the Palestinian refugees were not terrorized out of their homes, businesses, and farms during the 1948 war:

· Is that a good excuse to usurp or loot their properties?  

· Is that a good excuse to suppress the political and civil rights of the Palestinian people?  

Let us pose the question the other way around. The Zionist movement encouraged Jewish people (from Europe and the Middle East) to leave their respective countries and immigrate to Israel:

· Is that a good reason for other nations to loot the properties of their Jewish citizens? or 

· Usurp their art work? or  

· Suppress their political and civil rights as Jewish citizens of their respective countries? 

The just and fair answer to all of these questions is a big no. Nobody has the right to usurp the political and civil rights of another person PERIOD, regardless of the circumstances. Looting other people's properties and suppressing the political rights of a whole nation will result in nothing but grief and cyclical state of war.

Neither the Israeli Army boot camps, nor the Israeli schools attempted to disclose the truth to its subjects. The truth is most Palestinians were terrorized out of their homes, farms, and businesses, literally they were driven out under the threat of the gun. Palestine Remembered is extremely lucky to receive sample pictures of such terror perpetrated against the Palestinian people. See footnote 
 for a URL containing rare pictures depicting the ethnic cleansing and destruction of 'Imwas by the conquering Israeli soldiers, and make sure to browse through all images posted in its Pictures section. What happened to 'Imwas was a copycat war crime to what was already perpetrated against 85% of Palestine's towns and cities during the 1948 war. 

From the start, the Zionist leaders were keen on creating a "Jewish State" based on "Jewish majority" by immigrating Jews to Palestine in mass numbers, which was primarily motivated by the fleeing European Jews from anti-Semitic Tsarist Russia and Nazi Germany. When it became increasingly clear to the Zionist leaders at the time (such as Ben-Gurion and Theodor Herzl) that it was impossible to achieve Jewish majority solely based on immigration and natural growth, they concluded that forcible "population transfer" (Ethnic Cleansing) was the only solution to the "Arab Problem." Year after year, the plan to ethnically cleanse Palestine of its indigenous people became known as the "transfer solution." David Ben-Gurion, the first Israeli Prime Minister, eloquently articulated the "transfer solution" as the following:  

· In a joint meeting between the Jewish Agency Executive and Zionist Action Committee on June 12th, 1938:
"With compulsory transfer we [would] have a vast area [for settlement] .... I support compulsory transfer. I don't see anything immoral in it." 
 
  

· In a speech addressing the Central Committee of the Histadrut on December 30, 1947:
"In the area allocated to the Jewish State there are not more than 520,000 Jews and about 350,000 non-Jews, mostly Arabs. Together with the Jews of Jerusalem, the total population of the Jewish State at the time of its establishment, will be about one million, including almost 40% non-Jews. such a [population] composition does not provide a stable basis for a Jewish State. This [demographic] fact must be viewed in all its clarity and acuteness. With such a [population] composition, there cannot even be absolute certainty that control will remain in the hands of the Jewish majority .... There can be no stable and strong Jewish state so long as it has a Jewish majority of only 60%." 
 
  

· And on February 8th, 1948, Ben-Gurion also stated to the Mapai Council:
"From your entry into Jerusalem, through Lifta, Romema [East Jerusalem Palestinian neighborhood]. . . there are no [Palestinian] Arabs. One hundred percent Jews. Since Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans, it has not been Jewish as it is now. In many [Palestinian] Arab neighborhoods in the west one sees not a single [Palestinian] Arab. I do not assume that this will change. . . . What had happened in Jerusalem. . . .  is likely to happen in many parts of the country. . .  in the six, eight, or ten months of the campaign there will certainly be great changes in the composition of the population in the country." 
 
  

· In a speech addressing the Zionist Action Committee on April 6th, 1948:
"We will not be able to win the war if we do not, during the war, populate upper and lower, eastern and western Galilee, the Negev and Jerusalem area ..... I believe that war will also bring in its wake a great change in the distribution of Arab population." 
 
  

· In speech to the Jewish Agency on June 12, 1948, Ben-Gurion stated:
"I am for compulsory transfer; I don't see anything immoral in it." For tactical reasons, he was against proposing it at the moment, but "we have to state the principle of compulsory transfer without insisting on its immediate implementation." 

  

Assuming that the above argument, evidence, and quotes are completely baseless Palestinian propaganda, then for fairness sake, we ask the reader to patiently contemplate what Yitzhak Rabin had written in his diary soon after Lydda's and Ramla's occupation on July 10th-11th, 1948:

"After attacking Lydda [later called Lod] and then Ramla, .... What would they do with the 50,000 civilians living in the two cities ..... Not even Ben-Gurion could offer a solution .... and during the discussion at operation headquarters, he [Ben-Gurion] remained silent, as was his habit in such situations. Clearly, we could not leave [Lydda's] hostile and armed populace in our rear, where it could endangered the supply route [to the troops who were] advancing eastward.
Ben-Gurion would repeat the question: What is to be done with the population?, waving his hand  in a gesture which said: Drive them out! [garesh otem in Hebrew]. 'Driving out' is a term with a harsh ring, .... Psychologically, this was on of the most difficult actions we undertook." 

Later, Rabin underlined the cruelty of the operation as mirrored in the reaction of the soldiers, he stated during an interview (which was censored in Israeli publications) with David Shipler from the New York Times on October 22, 1979:

"Great Suffering was inflicted upon the men taking part in the eviction action. [They] included youth-movement graduates who had been inculcated with values such as international brotherhood and humaneness. The eviction action went beyond the concepts they were used to. There were some fellows who refused to take part. . .  Prolonged propaganda activities were required after the action . . . to explain why we were obliged to undertake such a harsh and cruel action." 

Just before the outbreak of the war in 1948, the residents of the two cities, Lydda and Ramla, constituted close to 20% of the total urban population in central Palestine, including Jewish Tel-Aviv. Currently, these people and their descendents number close to half a million, who mostly live in deplorable refugee camps around Amman (Jordan) and Ramallah (occupied West Bank). Based on Rabin's personal account of events, the decision to ethnically cleanse the two cities was not an easy decision, however, that did not stop him from placing a similar order, 19 years later, to ethnically cleanse and destroy the villages of 'Imwas, Yalu, and Bayt Nuba. The exodus from these cities was portrayed firsthand by Ismail Shammout, the renowned Palestinians artist from Lydda itself , see footnote 
to view his exodus gallery, and see footnote 
to learn more on cleansing Lydda and Ramla based on declassified Israeli archives and personal diaries.

In order to excuse themselves from any responsibility of war crimes, the Zionist leaders have concocted a version of events stating that Palestinians were ordered by their leaders to abandon their homes and farms. As will be proven below, this version of events was conclusively proven wrong based on Israeli declassified documents. According to the Israeli historian Benny Morris:
· 'In general, during the first months of the war until April 1948 the Palestinian leadership struggled, if not very manfully, against the exodus: "The AHC [Arab Higher Committee] decided .... to adopt measures to weaken the exodus by imposing restrictions, penalties, threats, propaganda in the press [and] on the radio .... [The AHC] tried to obtain the help of neighboring countries in this context ..... [The AHC] especially tried to prevent the flight of army-age young males," according to IDF intelligence.' 

   

· 'Whatever the reasoning and attitude of the Arab states' leaders, I have found no contemporary evidence to show that either the leaders of the Arab states or the Mufti [Hajj Amin al-Husseini] ordered or directly encouraged the mass exodus during April [1948]. It may be worth noting that for decades the policy of the Palestinian Arab leaders had been to hold fast to the soil of Palestine and to resist the eviction and displacement of Arab communities.' 

   

· 'In Kafr Saba [early May 1948], the locals, under threat from Haganah attack, wanted to leave, but were ordered to stay by the ALA [Arab Liberation Army] garrison. According to Haganah sources, the ALA, with the population of Ramallah about to take flight, blocked all roads into the Triangle: "The Arab military leaders are trying to stem the flood of refugees and taking stern and ruthless measures against them." Arab radio broadcast, picked up by the Haganah, conveyed orders from the ALA to all Arabs who had left their homes to "return within three days. The commander of Ramallah assembled the mukhtars [official leaders] from the area" and demanded they strengthen morale in the their villages. The local ALA commanders turned back trucks which were coming to take families out of Ramallah. .... Haganah intelligence on May 6 reported that "Radio Jerusalem in its Arabic broadcast (14:00 hours, 5 May) and Damascus [Radio] (19:45 hours, 5 May) announced in the name of the Supreme Headquarters: 'Every Arab must defend his home and property .... Those who leave their places will be punished and their homes will be destroyed.'. The announcement was signed by [Fawzi al-]Qawukji.' 

 
 Similarly, Simha Flapan (the Israeli writer and politician) stated according to declassified Israeli document and the November 6, 1948 edition Davar newspaper:
 
". . . after April 1948, the flight acquired massive dimensions. Abd al-Rahman Azzam Pasha, secretary general of the Arab League, and King Abdullah both issued public calls to the Arabs not to leave their homes. Fawzi al-Qawukji, commander of the Arab Liberation Army, was give instructions to stop the flight by force and to requisition transport for this purpose. The Arab government decided to allow entry only to women and children and to send back all men of military age (between eighteen and fifty). Mohammad Adib al-Umri, deputy director of Ramallah broadcasting station, appealed to the Arabs to stop the flight from Jenin, Tulkarm, and other towns in the Triangle that were bombed by the Israelis. On May 10, Radio Jerusalem broadcasted orders on its Arab program from Arab commanders and AHC to stop the mass flight from Jerusalem and the vicinity." 

   

· 'The various National Committees issued bans on flight. The Ramle National Committee set up pickets at the exits to the town to prevent Arabs departing. The inhabitants of the villages east of Majdal (Beit Daras, the Sawafirs, ..etc) were warned not to allow in with their belongings. On 15 May [1948], Faiz Idris, AHC's "inspector for public safety," issued ordered to militiamen to help the invading Arab armies and to fight against " the Fifth column and the rumour-mongers, who are causing the flight of the Arab population.' 

   

· 'On 10-11 May [1948], the AHC [Arab Higher Committee] called on officials, doctors, and engineers who had left the country to return on 14-15 May, repeating the call, warned the the officials who did not return would lose their " moral right to hold these administrative jobs in the future." Arab governments began to bar entry to the refugee -as happened, for example, on the Lebanese border in the middle of May.' 

   

· 'The fall of Safad and the flight of its inhabitants shocked the [Palestinian] Arab villagers of the Hula Valley, no the north. [Yegal] Allon launched a psychological warfare campaign ("If you don't flee immediately, you will all be slaughtered, your daughters will be raped," are the like), and almost all the villagers fled to Lebanon and Syria.' 

  

· According to a Jewish Agency's Arab section report from January 3, 1948, at the beginning of the flight:
"The Arab exodus from Palestine continues, mainly to the countries of the West. Of late, the Arab Higher Executive has succeeded in imposing close scrutiny on those leaving for Arab countries in the Middle East." Prior to the declaration of the "Jewish state," the Arab League's political committee, meeting in Sofar, Lebanon, recommended that the Arab states " the doors to . . . women and children and old people if events in Palestine make it necessary." 
 

Finally, it must be emphasized that Israel tried Adolf Eichmann for atrocities committed as a Nazi leader, it included charges of forcible expulsion (ethnic cleansing) which were classified as war crimes and crimes against humanity. It is really tragic and ironic how often Israelis and Zionists speak from both sides of their mouths when it comes to war crimes.

Related Online Resource
· The Palestinians chose to leave their land in 1948 by Arjan el-Fassed  at http://ElectronicIntifada.net/HistoricalMyths/ChoseToLeave.html

· Zionist Quotes: "Transfer" (Ethnic Cleansing) at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story694.html

· Cleansing Jaffa: Detailed eyewitness account By Shukri Salameh  at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Jaffa/Jaffa/Story202.html

Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East, and if more Arab countries were as democratic as Israel, peace would happen in no time 

There is no denying of the fact that the Middle East is mostly ruled by autocratic, oppressive, and undemocratic regimes. However, such regimes were mostly founded and funded based on Israeli and American wishes. Most popular revolts or descents in the Middle East have been ruthlessly crushed by American puppet regimes (who are mostly known in the West as "Moderate" or "Westernized") in the area. The undemocratic regimes in the Middle East, such as Iraq, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the Hashemite Kingdom in Jordan, Lebanon (before the civil war), Arab Gulf States, Morocco, Iran (prior to the Islamic revolution), Turkey, ... etc., were all funded, organized, and directed by the United States of America, the land of the free and the home of the brave. Sadly, many of these "moderate regimes" are ten times more accountable to Uncle Sam than to their own public opinion. Ironically, if democracy truely would serve Israel's interests in the area, then maybe its most powerful lobby in Washington, AIPAC
, should start lobbying on behalf of the oppressed people of the Middle East; after all promoting "democracy is the key" to a lasting peace in the Middle East?

It is worth noting that during and soon after the 1948 war, the undemocratic (or "moderate") Arab regimes in the area were a central factor in the protection of the newly emerging "Jewish State." And any forms of organized local resistance to the "Jewish state," similar to Hizbullah's in southern Lebanon, was severely and ruthlessly dealt with in Egypt, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon. Actually, many of Israel's undemocratic or "moderate" Arab neighbors transplanted most Palestinian refugee camps inland away from the Israeli borders, which was done solely to curb the Palestinian "infiltration" [ or return] back to their homes, farms, and businesses. The "Infiltration Problem", which faced Israel between 1949-1955, had become the most pressing and expensive challenge to face the newly emerging "Jewish state." So it is not the presence, but the absence of democratic regimes that greatly serves the Israeli interests in the area, and based on that the United States has systematically shored up these unpopular regimes against the wishes of the people (i.e. the Hashemite Kings in Jordan, the Saudi Kings in Arabia, Mubarak of Egypt, Saddam Hussein in Iraq prior to the Gulf War, and the Emirates in the Gulf States), and undermined democratic or popular regimes (i.e. toppling Musadiq in Iran in the early 1950s, invading Lebanon in the late 1950s, shoring up the Hashemite in Jordan in the late 1950s, and undermining Nasser in Egypt). 

It is rarely questioned, by many Israelis and Zionists, how the Jewish minority in Palestine became a majority within a few months in 1948. From the start, the Zionist leaders were keen on creating a "Jewish State" based on "Jewish majority" by immigrating Jews to Palestine in mass numbers, which was primarily motivated by the fleeing European Jews from anti-Semitic Tsarist Russia and Nazi Germany. When it became increasingly clear to the Zionist leaders at the time (such as Ben-Gurion and Theodor Herzl) that it was impossible to achieve Jewish majority solely based on immigration and natural growth, they concluded that forcible "population transfer" (Ethnic Cleansing) was the only solution to the "Arab Problem." Year after year, the plan to ethnically cleanse Palestine of its indigenous people became known as the "transfer solution." David Ben-Gurion, the first Israeli Prime Minister, eloquently articulated the "transfer solution" as the following: 

· In a joint meeting between the Jewish Agency Executive and Zionist Action Committee on June 12th, 1938:
"With compulsory transfer we [would] have a vast area [for settlement] .... I support compulsory transfer. I don't see anything immoral in it." 
 
  

· In a speech addressing the Central Committee of the Histadrut on December 30, 1947:
"In the area allocated to the Jewish State there are not more than 520,000 Jews and about 350,000 non-Jews, mostly Arabs. Together with the Jews of Jerusalem, the total population of the Jewish State at the time of its establishment, will be about one million, including almost 40% non-Jews. such a [population] composition does not provide a stable basis for a Jewish State. This [demographic] fact must be viewed in all its clarity and acuteness. With such a [population] composition, there cannot even be absolute certainty that control will remain in the hands of the Jewish majority .... There can be no stable and strong Jewish state so long as it has a Jewish majority of only 60%." 
 
  

· And on February 8th, 1948 Ben-Gurion also stated to the Mapai Council:
"From your entry into Jerusalem, through Lifta, Romema [East Jerusalem Palestinian neighborhood]. . . there are no [Palestinian] Arabs. One hundred percent Jews. Since Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans, it has not been Jewish as it is now. In many [Palestinian] Arab neighborhoods in the west one sees not a single [Palestinian] Arab. I do not assume that this will change. . . . What had happened in Jerusalem. . . .  is likely to happen in many parts of the country. . .  in the six, eight, or ten months of the campaign there will certainly be great changes in the composition of the population in the country." 
 
  

· In a speech addressing the Zionist Action Committee on April 6th, 1948:
"We will not be able to win the war if we do not, during the war, populate upper and lower, eastern and western Galilee, the Negev and Jerusalem area ..... I believe that war will also bring in its wake a great change in the distribution of Arab population." 
 
  

It is not only that the Zionist leaders deemed it necessary to practice ETHNIC CLEANSING to build their vision of "Jewish Democracy", they have also opted to keep many Israelis in the dark by directly censoring what they read, hear, and see in the Israeli media. Martin Van Creveld (the renowned Israeli military strategist, soldier, and historian) eloquently described Israeli controlled censorship as the following:

· "The [Israeli military] censor exercises draconian power over the content in the media, licenses newspapers, and fines and suspends newspapers if, in his view, they have violated secrecy. He does not have to explain the reasons for his decision; indeed one paragraph in the law obliges newspapers to publish free ads by military censor denying or correcting information that papers themselves published. . . . Thus one of the [Israeli military] censor's main functions is to keep Israelis ignorant of what everybody else knows." 

   

· "By this time [referring to the period prior to the October war in 1973] Israel's system of media self-censorship had begun to backfire. .... the media, voluntarily refraining from publishing the news, helped the IDF in its own assessment [that Arabs are incapable of going to war] and put the public to sleep." 
 

For a moment, let us assume that the above facts, arguments, and quotes make no sense to the average Israeli, and ask the following questions:

· Are you aware that 95% of Israel's lands are open for development for "Jewish people" only? 

· Are you aware that the Israeli-Palestinian minority (who are close to a quarter of Israel's citizens) are restricted to 3% of land? 

The implementation of these apartheid policies resulted in disenfranchising a quarter of the Israeli population, who mostly continue to live in segregate and over crowded ghettos which are plagued with high unemployment rate. 

Finally, it is worth emphasizing that "Israeli democracy" is an incarnation of Apartheid South Africa's democracy.  It also could be argued that Apartheid South Africa was for a very long time the only democracy in Africa, however, it was a democracy for the White race only. Similarly, Zionist democracy in Israel was and still is designed to empower "Jewish People" only based on their faith. At one point, Israel has to choose between being a "Democratic Jewish State" or a "Democratic State" to all of its citizens, Jews and non-Jews. Eventually, such facades to democracy will self-destruct, and until it changes, the talk about "Israeli democracy" is nothing but a propaganda campaign that makes good sound bytes in the Western media.

Related Online Resources
· Quiz yourself in Israeli Democracy at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story811.html

· Israel is a democracy by Arjan el-Fassed at http://ElectronicIntifada.net/HistoricalMyths/IsraelDemocracy.html

· Zionist Quotes: Jewish Majority By All Means at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story701.html

· Zionist Quotes: Apartheid & Racist at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story696.html

· America and the Arabs, Why not democracy? by the Economist at http://www.Economist.com/Opinion/DisplayStory.cfm?story_id=1045504 

Hajj Amin al-Husseini collaborated with Nazis during WWII. Since he was the leader of the Palestinians, they are responsible for his collaboration with the Nazis 

The way we understand this remark is that the Palestinian people must pay the price for the collaboration of a single person with the Nazis. Although the Palestinians who collaborated with the Nazis were a minority, a whole nation cannot pay the price for the choices of a few. It is not only that Palestinians (and Arabs in general) sided with allies (by aiding the British with men and logistics), they have also ignored the call for Jihad, against the British, declared by al-Hajj Amin in April 1941
. Since Palestinians were promised full independence in 1949 and strict limitation on European Jewish immigration  (based on the 1939 White Paper), the Palestinian people had an incentive to help the British win the war. It should be noted that several Palestinian brigades were enlisted into the British Army, and Palestinian resistance to the brutal British occupation almost completely ceased during and after WW II.

In general, Palestinians and Arabs are very proud because they were among the few who did not collaborate openly with Nazis. On the other hand, the people and governments of France, Italy, Japan, Romania, Croatia, Chechnya, Bulgaria, Switzerland, ..etc. collaborated openly with the Nazis. Sadly, many of these people happily pointed out their Jewish neighbors and citizens to the Gestapo. If such a rule is to be applied towards the Palestinian nation, then it should be applied with equal proportions to other nations as well, such as the French, Romanian, Italian, ... etc nations. In that regards, it is worth noting that Josef Stalin, the Soviet premier & dictator, forcibly transferred the people of the Caucuses to Siberia as a collective punishment for their collaboration with the Nazis. However, the same people were allowed to return to their homes in 1958 when the scale of the war crime was known to the Soviet premier at the time. Ironically, the people of the Caucuses were allowed to return to their homes under Communist rule, but the Palestinian refugees cannot return to their homes, farms, and businesses under Israeli rule?

It is unfair, if not outright criminal, to focus on the choices made by al-Hajj Amin in order to condemn the whole Palestinian people, while ignoring the choices made by most Europeans (people and governments) who collaborated openly with Nazis. IRONICALLY, the truth cannot be more shocking since it has been proven that the Stern Jewish Gang received funding and arms from the fascists to resist the British Mandate in Palestine. Yes, this actually was happening while their Jewish brothers were being gassed and burned in Nazi concentration camps. When the American, British, and their Arab allies were busy stopping the Desert Fox (Erwin Romel) in Egypt, Yitzhak Shamir and Irgun's Menachem Begin were busy killing British soldiers, blowing up the vital Haifa-Cairo railroad supplies line, terrorizing British and Arab citizens, ... etc
. When Yitzhak Shamir, Israel's future president in the 1980s, was asked to explain their collaboration with the Fascists, he replied: 

"The enemy of my enemy is my friend." 
 

Since these findings started to surface ONLY lately (which widely goes un-debated in many Jewish communities), we feel it is necessary to directly quote one of the MOST pro-Israel historians, Martin Gilbert, who wrote:

"Avraham Stern who had formed a breakaway 'Irgun in Israel' movement (also known as the Stern Gang), tried to make contact with Fascist Italy in the hope that, if Mussolini were to conquer the Middle East, he would allow a Jewish State to be set up in Palestine. When Mussolini's troops were defeated in North Africa, Stern tried to make contacts with Nazi Germany, hoping to sign a pact with Hitler which would lead to a Jewish State once Hitler had defeated Britain. After two members of the Stern's Gang had killed the Tel Aviv [British] police chief and two of his officers, Stern himself was caught and killed. His followers [chief among them Yitzhak Shamir who lead the Stern Gang after Stern's death] continued on their path of terror." 

What makes many Palestinians and Arabs EXTREMELY ANGRY is that the memories of the Holocaust are being exploited to paint Palestinians as Nazis. Such dangerous comparison and propaganda tactics are continuously fed to many Israeli and Jewish school children from inception, especially upon visiting the Holocaust museum at Yad Vashem. It should be emphasized that many life size pictures of al-Hajj Amin standing alongside Hitler are on display at Yad Vashem, just West of Jerusalem not far from DEIR YASSIN. It is hypocritical to hold Palestinians responsible for the "ill fated" choice of al-Hajj Amin, while Israelis and Jews still blind themselves to the choices some of their leaders made during WW II.

Related Online Resources

· Zionist Quotes: Bible & Holocaust Exploitation at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story706.html

· Ze'ev Jabotinsky being PROUD of his fascist uniform at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story640.html 

· A scanned copy of the document sent by the Stern Gang asking Nazi Germany for alliance at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story799.html

Palestine's inhabitants were mostly a nomadic society who mostly immigrated to Palestine from neighboring countries 

From the early stages of Zionism, it maintained its position that the indigenous Palestinian population are naive, nomadic, and non-existent until the development of Palestine by the Zionist movement. To facilitate such disinformation, the Zionist movement adopted the following slogan to entice European Jewry to immigrate to Palestine:  

"A land with no people is for a people with no land".  

Had the Zionist leaders admitted the existence of such an indigenous population, then these leaders would have been obliged to explain to their followers how they intended to make this indigenous population leave their homeland. To contradict this baseless and concocted myth, it is worth quoting Ben-Gurion who stated in 1918 that "Palestine is not an empty country." According to Shabtai Teveth (who is one of Ben-Gurion's official biographers), Ben-Gurion stated in an article published in 1918 that: 

"Palestine is not an empty country . . .  on no account must we injure the rights of the inhabitants." Ben-Gurion often returned to this point, emphasizing that Palestinian Arabs had "the full right" to an independent economic, cultural, and communal life, but not political. 

Based on Ottoman census records in the late 19th and early 20th century, Palestine was widely inhabited at the time especially in the rural areas where agriculture was the main profession. According to Justine McCarthy 
, the population of Palestine in the early 19th century was 350,000 people, and in 1914 , just before the outbreak of WWI,  Palestine had a population of 657,000 Muslims Arabs, 81,000 Christian Arabs, and 59,000  Jews (including many European Jews from the first and second Aliyah). So the Jewish population of Palestine in 1914 made up under 8% of the total population, which was much smaller than the Palestinian Christian population. It should be noted that our source, Justine McCarthy, is an authority on the Ottoman Turks who was quoted by many Israeli Jewish scholars like Benny Morris and Tom Segev. In that regard, it is worth quoting one of the most zealous Zionist leaders, Israel Zangwill, who stated as early as 1905 that Palestine was twice as thickly populated as the United States: 

"Palestine proper has already its inhabitants. The pashalik of Jerusalem is already twice as thickly populated as the United States, having fifty-two souls to the square mile, and not 25% of them Jews ..... [We] must be prepared either to drive out by the sword the [Arab] tribes in possession as our forefathers did or to grapple with the problem of a large alien population, mostly Mohammedan and accustomed for centuries to despise us." 

In other words, Palestinians were recognized by the Zionist leaders as "humans" who populated Palestine, however, that was not a good reason to grant them the same political rights as Jews, who mostly live outside of Palestine. Consequently, such understanding became the prelude to the wholesale DISPOSSESSION and ETHNIC CLEANSING of the Palestinian people during the 1948 war. 

Soon after the first Zionist Congress in 1897, Basel (Switzerland), a Zionist delegation was sent to Palestine for a fact finding mission and to explore the viability of settling Palestine by persecuted European Jews. The delegation replied back from Palestine with a cable that stated:  

"The bride is beautiful, but she is married to another man." 
  

It is sad that although the Zionists were aware of this happy marriage as early as 1897, they deliberately chose to abort this relationship since Jewish justice is much greater than Palestinian justice. The forcible divorce of Palestine away from its indigenous population was eloquently articulated by Ze'ev Jabotinsky in 1926, who stated: 

" ... the tragedy lies in the fact the there is a collision here between two truths .... but our justice is greater. The Arabs is culturally backward, but his instinctive patriotism is just as pure and noble as our own; it cannot be bought, it can only be curbed ... force majeure."

The questions which begs to be asked: 

· Are two wrongs make a right? 

· Is it justice to solve an injustice by perpetrating another injustice? 

· If at one point, Palestinian injustice becomes greater than Jewish injustice, does that justify perpetrating war crimes to solve their injustice? 

What makes many Zionists dangerous is that over time they start believing their own propaganda. For example, Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's Prime Minister between 1996-1998, proposed lately that Israel should never relinquish control over the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip since the local population are descendents of non-indigenous Palestinians. He also alleged that these people came to look for employment which was generated by the influx of new European Jewish capital. Yehoshua Porat, a Hebrew University professor, enjoyed answering the late Prime Minister in an article published in Ha'aretz Daily, see footnote 
 to read his rebuttal online. It should be noted the Professor Porat worked for the campaign to elect Benjamin Netanyahu in 1996, so calling him a Netanyahu hater may not be a good idea.

It is really amusing that many Israelis and Zionists believe that Hawaii, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Tahiti, and Iraq were all populated by indigenous populations prior to WW I, however, they find it extremely difficult to imagine that the "Promised Land" (one of the most strategic areas in the world) had any indigenous population whatsoever. It is like the "Promised Land" was waiting for over 2,000 years for Israelis and Zionists to settle it so it blooms, lookup the related Israeli & Zionist FAQ to read our response to this argument.

Finally, it is not only that Palestine enjoyed a strategic commercial location (for being the land bridge between Asia and Africa), its lands are also fertile and planted with all sorts of trees (most prominently olive and almond trees in the hilly areas, and citrus trees in the coastal plains) a long time before the Zionists came to its shorelines. So to claim that Palestine was with no people until the Zionists came to settle it is an absurd claim. Sadly, many Israelis and Zionists hate the idea of any indigenous Palestinian population to the point that they've created a fictitious world based on illusions and no facts. Palestinians have a simple message to most Israelis and Zionists: 8.5 million Palestinians are going no where. The sooner the majority of Israelis and Zionists understand this simple message, the faster they shall wake up from their delusional coma.

Related Online Resources
· There was no such thing as "Palestinians" by Arjan el-Fassed at http://ElectronicIntifada.net/HistoricalMyths/NoSuchThing.html

· Palestine's population during the Ottoman and the British Mandate period By Justine McCarthy at http://PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story559.html

· Zionist Quotes: Palestinians Do Exist, or Don't, That's The Question? at http://PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story707.html 

Palestine was a destitute place until Israelis made its desert bloom 

This myth, about Palestine and its people, was concocted by the Zionist leaders to legitimize and romanticize the "return" of the "exiled Jews" to the "Promised Land." As it will be proven below, it is not only that this myth has no factual or even scientific legs to stand on, but also what used to be a Palestinian desert in 1948, is still a desert now, and most likely it will be a desert for a long time too.  

After examining the Israeli and Lebanese agricultural production (based on the CIA's online Worldfact Book 
), it may surprise the reader that both countries a have similar production level, considering the facts that Lebanon's arable land, total area, and population sizes are about half of Israel's.  

	 
	Israel
	Lebanon

	Total land size
	20,330 sq km 
	10,230 sq km

	Arable land size
	17% = 3,456.1 sq km 
	18% = 1,841.4 sq km

	Population
	5.94 million
	3.64 million

	Total GDP
	$110.2 billion (2000 est.)
	$18.2 billion (2000 est.)

	Agriculture production
	4% of GDP = $4.4 Billion
	12% of GDP = $2.184 Billion

	Online Profile
	See footnote 
 for Profile @ CIA
	See footnote 
 for Profile @ CIA


After adjusting Lebanon's numbers to reflect the size difference (in arable land and demographics) compared to Israel's, Lebanon's agricultural production would become $4.368 billion. While digesting the above fact it is also worth noting the following: 

· Most, if not all, of the Palestinian-Israeli citizens (who constitute 20%-22% of the Israeli population) are farmers who mostly reside in the most fertile Israeli areas, and agriculture was (and still is) their main profession for hundreds of years prior to Israel's inception in 1948, see footnote 
 for a map illustrating the concentration of the Palestinians-Israelis in Israel.
  

· The Lebanese infrastructure was devastated during the 1982-2000 Israeli occupation and its civil war. And if it was not for this devastation, Lebanon's agricultural production could have been much larger than $2.184 a year.
  

· Israel has been investing billions of dollars, mostly financed by U.S. taxpayers, to divert fresh waters from the Jordan River and Tiberias Lake, however, Lebanon has no such fortune.
  

· The mass majority of the Israeli Jews are urban dwellers who are mostly concentrated in and around Tel-Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa, and the Beisan Valley. Actually, Israel has the highest rate of urban dwellers among all industrial nations, see footnote 
 for graph illustration, or see footnote 
 for a map illustrating Palestinian-Jewish population distribution in Israel. 

It should be emphasized that the most zealous of Zionists will find it hard to disprove that Jaffa's citrus plantations were first planted, marketed to Europe, packaged, and harvested by mainly Palestinian Arab companies, see the below marketing material for Jaffa Orange Company for a proof. As early as 1891, Ahad Ha'Am (a leading Eastern European Jewish essayist) tried to open many Jewish eyes to the fact that Palestine was not a desolate place, he reported upon visiting Palestine for three months in 1891: 

"We abroad are used to believe the Eretz Yisrael is now almost totally desolate, a desert that is not sowed ..... But in truth that is not the case. Throughout the country it is difficult to find fields that are not sowed. Only sand dunes and stony mountains .... are not cultivated." 
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 To get a detailed account of the agriculture production in Palestine for the season of 1944-1945, we will directly quote the British Mandate (who prepared two volume books, titled Survey of Palestine, for the United Nations in 1946-7) as follows:

	 
	Palestinian
	Jewish
	Total

	
	Dunums
	Tons
	Value*
	Dunums
	Tons
	Value*
	Dunums
	Tons
	Value*

	Grains
	4,152,438
	193,376
	4,403,409
	215,191
	16,579
	497,048
	4,367,629
	209,955
	4,900,457

	Vegetables
	239,733
	189,104
	5,113,553
	40,207
	55,730
	1,745,870
	279,940
	244,834
	6,859,423

	Fodder
	23,970
	20,827
	156,847
	119,578
	176,525
	951,178
	143,543
	197,352
	1,108,025

	Fruits**
	355,709
	73,320
	3,139,374
	37,217
	21,398
	1,379,620
	392,926
	94,718
	4,518,994

	Olives
	592,546
	78,287
	3,320,320
	7,587
	1,182
	53,235
	600,133
	79,469
	3,373,555

	Melons
	120,304
	135,634
	969,630
	5,675
	7,193
	83,975
	125,979
	142,827
	1,053,605

	Total
	5,484,700
	690,548
	17,103,133
	425,455
	278,607
	4,710,926
	5,910,150
	969,155
	21,814,059

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Percentage
	92.8%
	71.25%
	78.40%
	7.20%
	28.75%
	21.60%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Source: Survey of Palestine, prepared by the British Mandate for the United Nations, p. 323-327
* Value in Palestinian Pound
** Non-citrus fruits. Note that Citrus production totaled of 248,274 dunums of which 120,897 dunums were Jewish owned (Supplement to Survey of Palestine, p. 37) 

and the animal population in accordance to data collected in the census carried out in 1942-43 was as follows;

	 
	Palestinian in 1943
	Jewish in 1942

	Cattle
	219,400
	28,400

	Sheep over 1 year
	224,900
	19,100

	Goats over 1 year
	314,600
	10,800

	Camels
	33,200
	---

	Horses
	16,900
	2,200

	Mules
	73,00
	2,500

	Donkeys
	105,400
	2,300

	Pigs
	12,100
	---

	Total
	933,800
	65,300

	 
	 
	 

	Percentage
	93.46%
	6.54%


Source: Survey of Palestine, prepared by the British Mandate for the United Nations, p. 331
It should be noted 80% of the Palestinian people became dispossessed of most of their properties for the five decades.

For a moment, let us assume that such a fallacious and baseless argument "that Zionist Jews cultivated the land" is true, does that legitimize:

· The outright theft of the Palestinian people's homes, farms, businesses, banks, cars, buses, schools, ... etc.? It should be noted that Palestinians owned and operated over 93% of Palestine's lands as of 1945, see footnote 
 for a map illustration. On November 1947, the architect of the "transfer solution", Yosef Weitz, stated that the collective DISPOSSESSION of the Palestinian people is an inevitable outcome because of the high rate of land ownership among Palestinians, he stated: 

"[most of the land] not Jewish-owned or even in the category of the state domain whose ownership could be automatically assumed a successor government. Thus, of 13,500,000 dunums (6,000,000 of which were desert and 7,500,000 dunums of cultivatable land) in the Jewish state according to the Partition plan, only 1,500,000 dunums were Jewish owned." 

· Can one legitimize the outright theft of the American New Yorkers' homes, cars, banks, schools, ...etc. since American Jews are the ones who converted New York City into the Worlds' financial and industrial metropolis? It is not only that Jewish Americans are the largest minority in New York City, they practically built it from ground up. If such argument is logical to collectively dispossess and ethnically cleanse the Palestinian people, why isn't it a good argument to collectively dispossess and ethnically cleanse the American non-Jews in New York City? 

This baseless myth, while an outright lie, attempts to paint a romantic image that the "Promised Land" was destitute for over 2,000 years until Jews "redeemed" it and made its desert "bloom" again. For more detailed studies about the status of Palestine's agricultural production until 1948, please visit one or more of the related links below .

Related Online Resources
· Palestine before 1947 by Refa'at Loubani at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story664.html

· Zionist Quotes: Palestinians Do Exist, or Not! That's The Question? at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story707.html 

· Israel "made the desert bloom" by Arjan el-Fassed at http://ElectronicIntifada.net/HistoricalMyths/DesertBloom.html

Palestinians never had a country of their own, nor did they have a distinct culture or a distinct language 

Although we fundamentally disagree with this argument, let us assume for a moment that it's true. Based on this assumption, the citizens of Salvador, Guatemala, Congo, Algeria, Lebanon, Jordan, Yemen, Tunisia, Serbia, Canada, Mexico, . . . etc. are not worthy of independence and the right of self determination. It is worth noting that all of the mentioned countries did not have an independent state prior to gaining independence, nor had a distinct language or culture which set them apart from their neighbors. Based on this argument their right of self determination, as a people or a nation, could be suppressed as it has been done to the Palestinian people. In other words, even if it is true that Palestinians do not have distinct culture and language, does that justify or legitimize: 

· the usurpation of Palestinian political, civil, and economical rights? or 

· the wholesale expulsion and looting of Palestinians homes, farms, and businesses? 

The hard truth, which most Israelis and Zionists refuse to accept, is that Zionism evolved in response to the rise of Europe's nationalism and anti-Semitism in the late 19th century, especially in Tsarist Russia (Pale States), France during the Dreyfus affair, and Germany after WW I. Similarly, Palestinian nationalism evolved in response to Zionism and, most importantly, in the intent of its realization in the Balfour Declaration
 by the British. This central fact was well articulated by David Ben-Gurion (Israel's 1st Prime Minister) and Moshe Sharett (Israel's 1st Foreign Minister), they wrote: 

· In February 1937, Ben-Gurion was on the brink of a far reaching conclusion, that the Arabs of Palestine were a separate people, distinct from other Arabs and deserving of self-determination. He stated:

"The right which the Arabs in Palestine have is one due to the inhabitants of any country . . . because they live here, and not because they are Arabs . . . The Arab inhabitants of Palestine should enjoy all the rights of citizens and all political rights, not only as individuals, but as a national community, just like the Jews." 

   

· In 1936 (soon after the outbreak of the Intifada I), Ben-Gurion wrote in his diary:
"The Arabs fear of our power is intensifying, [Arabs] see exactly the opposite of what we see. It doesn't matter whether or not their view is correct.... They see [Jewish] immigration on a giant scale .... they see the Jews fortify themselves economically .. They see the best lands passing our hands. They see England identify with Zionism. ..... [Arabs are] fighting dispossession ... The fear is not of losing land, but of losing homeland of the Arab people, which others want to turn it into the homeland of the Jewish people. There is a fundamental conflict. We and they want the same thing: We both want Palestine ..... By our very presence and progress here, [we] have matured the [Arab] movement."

  

· In 1938, Ben-Gurion also stated against the backdrop of Intifada I:
"When we say that the Arabs are the aggressors and we defend ourselves ---- that is ONLY half the truth. As regards our security and life we defend ourselves. . . . But the fighting is only one aspect of the conflict, which is in its essence a political one. And politically we are the aggressors and they defend themselves." 

  

· In 1936, Moshe Sharett spoke in similar vein:
"Fear is the main factor in [Palestinian] Arab politics. . . . There is no Arab who is not harmed by Jews' entry into Palestine." 

So if the causes of Zionism had not risen, meaning European anti-Semitism, then Palestinian nationalism would never have evolved into what it is today. It is worth noting that Palestinians, prior to WW I, always identified themselves as being part of "The Great Syria" (Suriyya al-Kubra), however, that drastically changed soon after the Balfour Declaration in 1917 and its subsequent implementation by the British. This declaration threatened most Palestinians with future dispossession and homelessness because it did not address their political rights. On the other hand, the Balfour Declaration recognized the political rights of the "Jewish people" around the world and the promise to transform Palestine into a "Jewish National Home", despite the fact that the Palestinian Jews were under 8% of the total population in 1914
. In that respect Lord Balfour, who was the British Foreign Secretary and a self-professed Christian Zionist, stated in 1919: 

"Zionism, be it right or wrong, good or bad, is rooted in age-old traditions, in present needs, in future hopes, of far profounder importance than the desires and prejudices of the 700,000 [Palestinian] Arabs who now inhabit the ancient land." 
 

And for the Israelis and Zionists to excuse themselves from any future responsibly towards the Palestinian people, they have claimed that Palestine was : "A land with no people, for people with no land," lookup the related Israeli & Zionist FAQ to read our rebuttal to this argument. 

Rather than dealing directly with the issues and facts head on, sadly many Israelis and Zionists have chosen to ignore the existence of the Palestinians as a people. It should be emphasized that the hawk of all Israeli hawks, Ariel Sharon, has accepted the existence of a Palestinian state in principle over a portion of historic Palestine. Whether Israelis and Zionists like it or not, Palestine now exists as a postal code, international calling code, internet domain name, ...etc. in the heart of "Eretz Yisrael". The 8.5 million Palestinians are going no where, and the sooner Israelis and Zionists understand this simple message, the faster they shall start dealing with core issues of the conflict in a pragmatic way. 

Finally, the reader must note that applying such an argument is extremely dangerous, and based on its merits half of United Nations' members will cease to exist overnight. It is not fair nor just to suppress the political, economic, and civil rights of others just because they never had a state, distinct language, and distinct culture in their history. Ironically, the Zionist movement has been encouraging Jews from all corners of the world to immigrate to "Eretz Yisrael", and the least common denominator between all of these immigrants are common language, culture, state, or even a unified interpretation of who is a Jew. Actually, the most difficult problems Jewish immigrants face in Israel are getting adapted to the Hebrew language and the Israeli way of life, which are extremely difficult to tame.

Related Links
· Zionist Quotes: Palestinians Do Exist, or Don't! That's The Question? at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/ Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story707.html

· Zionist Quotes: "Transfer" (Ethnic Cleansing) at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/ Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story694.html 

The Land of Israel was promised to the descendents of Isaac by God through the prophet Abraham 

This argument has so many holes and deficiencies, we're really baffled about where to start dissecting it. The best way to answer the question is by asking the set of questions below:

· Who is a Jew? This question happens to be the most divisive question in the Jewish Community.
  

· Does being a Jew imply belonging to a race? Like the Indian, Arab, Turkish, ... etc. races.
   

· Can any person become a Jew? Are you aware that becoming Jewish is not as easy as becoming Muslim, Christian, or Buddhist. The process of becoming Jewish is a bureaucratic process that requires extensive rabbinic supervision.
  

· If a billion people convert to Judaism, does the Right of Return law (Israeli law that automatically grants Israeli citizenship solely based on someone's faith) apply to these new converts?
  

· Let us ask the above question the other way around, how about if all Jews convert to other religions, are they still considered Jews? After all, if Hans Herzl, Theodor Herzl's son, could convert to Christianity, it is also possible for other Jews to do the same. 

 
How about the Semitic Jews who converted to other religions, are they still descendents of Abraham? It is worth noting that many Jewish tribes in Arabia, Yemen, Palestine, and Iraq converted to Christianity and Islam. 
Could they become Israeli citizens based on DNA testing despite their conversion to other religions?
  

· If all Palestinians do a mass conversion to Judaism, do you think that would put an end to the conflict? or 
Do you think the Israeli government will be forced to revise its definition of WHO IS A JEW?
  

· Let us assume that the majority of the Israeli Jews emigrate to other countries (believe us it's not easy to be an Israeli), and its citizens voluntarily change its laws, do you still believe that Israel is a prophecy?
  

· According to a Ha'aretz (major Israeli newspaper) report published in March 2001, half of the Russian Jews, who immigrated to Israel in the 1990s, belong to mothers who recently converted to Judaism, 
do you believe that these people are connected to Eretz Yisrael through the Biblical prophecy?
  

· Does the Israeli Right of Return law apply to the atheist Jews who inherited Judaism from their mothers? If you answer yes, how come the Right of Return law does not apply to Jews who converted to other religions? Are you aware that Jews who convert to other religions would not be able to gain automatic citizenship based on the Israeli Right of Return Law?
  

· The first city to be turned over to the Palestinian National Authority (P.N.A.) was Jericho in the West Bank, however, Jericho was the first city to be conquered by the Israelites during their conquest of Palestine in Biblical times, do you see that as part of the Biblical prophecy too?
  

· Finally, the exact borders of the "Promised Land" have not been geographically defined. The Biblical "Promise", which was given by Abraham to his descendents, bordered the areas between the Nile River in Egypt and the Euphrates River in Iraq, 
Does that imply that Israel's future borders eventually will span the borders of Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, and Southern Turkey? 
Could that explain why Israel has neither a constitution nor a properly defined borders? 
Having such vast borders, does that imply a Biblical prophecy too?
Could that justify why Israel has invaded and occupied neighboring states?
Since the "Promise Land" includes southern Lebanon, was invading and occupying Lebanon part of this prophecy?
If invading Lebanon was a fulfillment of this ancient Biblical prophecy, then was it a prophecy, or non-prophecy, to withdraw out of Lebanon?
See footnote 
 to get an idea how the ancient "Biblical map" was central to the evolution of Zionism and Israel's policies in the Middle East. 

There is no question that some of the present day Jews are definitely descendents of the prophet Isaac and the prophet Abraham. However, to claim that other people, including Palestinian Muslims and Christians, are not descendents of Isaac is a false claim. Either through voluntary or involuntary conversion, the majority of the Semitic Jews had converted overtime to other religions, such as Christianity and Islam.

The core of Israel's future problems lies in its crippled democracy (since it empowers people based on their faith), and for it to survive, Israel has to continuously redefine its definition of "who is a Jew." Its current definition of "who is Jew" is liquid fluid, since it has been written to suite its domestic political agenda. Such racist and crippled "Jewish Democracy" will not last, so if you enjoy Israel's current status, then enjoy it while it lasts. Any civilization that bases itself on exclusion, rather than inclusion, sooner or later will self-destruct, and that is our prophecy, lookup the corresponding Israeli & Zionist FAQ to read more about this subject.

Finally, let us assume that it is a true fact that God made such a "promise" to Abraham's descendents (regardless if these descendents are Jews, Arabs, or even non-Semitic), then it must be a racist promise since it was based on the genetic make up of Abraham's heir, the question which begs to be asked:

Is it possible that, at one point, God made a racist promise?

Related Online Resources 

· Jews of Khazaria, brief history and other resources at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Maps/Story800.html
· Khazaria, A hidden & forbidden Jewish history exposed at http://www.Khazaria.com

· The Jews Are Not A Race!  By Dr. Alfred M. Lilienthal at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story682.html

· Zionist Quotes: Bible & Holocaust Exploitation at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/ Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story706.html

Arafat was offered at Camp David a deal that no Israeli leader had presented in the past 

Let us assume for a moment that Ehud Barak presented Arafat with an offer that no other Israeli leader has offered in the past, was that really a big deal? For any peace process to take place, it is expected from any Israeli leader to give up more than his or her predecessors. For example, in 1978 it was Menachem Begin who offered Egypt more than any other Israeli leader offered before, then it was Yitzhak Rabin in 1993, and lately it was Ehud Barak during the failed Camp David summit. In other words, if Barak moved one inch more than any other Israeli leader, the above statement is still valid.  

What was fundamentally wrong about the negotiations at Camp David was that the Israelis were conceding inches, while Arafat was conceding in miles. Let us not forget that the Palestinian people owned and operated 93% of Palestine's land before al-Nakba in 1948, and Jews owned under 7% of the total land 
, see footnote 
 for URL to a map illustrating the breakdown of land ownership as of 1946. It was clear that Arafat was ambushed at Camp David because he was presented with a deal which was much more favorable to Israel than to Arafat, on the other hand, the United States will never propose an unfavorable deal to Israel (for clear internal US political reasons). Arafat was put on the spot, either Palestinians give up sovereignty over the Muslim and Christian holy places in Jerusalem and to relinquish the Palestinian Right of Return in favor of a Palestinian State in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, or to reject the whole American offer outright, which he did. 

One CENTRAL FACT, which is usually suppressed in the Western media, is that the Israeli government has offered most of the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip to King Hussein with the exception of occupied East Jerusalem. However, Jordan's  King rejected such a generous offer outright. In an interview conduct with the King, he stated:

"...I was offered the return of something like 90 plus percent of the territories, 98 percent even, excluding [occupied East] Jerusalem, but I couldn't accept. As far as I am concerned, it was either every single inch that I was responsible for or nothing." 

So to claim that:  

"Barak went further than any other Israeli leaders for peace" 

is a BIG LIE because other Israeli leaders were willing to handover more occupied lands and sovereignty to King Hussein in return for the Israeli version of "peace". 

All Israelis, Zionists, and Americans must understand that no Arab leader could entertain the thought of such an offer, not even King Hussein himself when he was alive. From our point of view, anything is negotiable except for the Right of Return and East Jerusalem. What was offered at the failed Camp David summit is unacceptable for the following reasons:

· The implementation of the Palestinian Right of Return, based on UN resolution 194, is the key for ending the conflict. So any peace process which does not address the R.O.R. is nothing but a temporary cease fire, and the conflict eventually will flare up again. It should be emphasized that the majority of the Palestinian people are refugees, and for any agreement to hold, it must neutralize this big block within the Palestinian people.
  

· To even think that King Hussein and his grandfather King Abdullah refused to relinquish sovereignty over Jerusalem to the Israelis, and to expect Palestinians to do the opposite, is a LUDICROUS thought. Keep in mind that it is a well documented fact how the Hashemite Kingdom was a central factor to Israel's existence since its inception in 1948, which is a fact that is rarely disputed among historians.
  

· Jerusalem is extremely important from an Islamic point of view, since it was the first Qibla before Mecca, and the third holiest site for Muslims after Mecca and Medina. Even if you disagree with this assessment, it should be noted that from the political stand point Jerusalem is the most unifying factor among Arabs and Muslims, and this is a fact which cannot be ignored.
  

· Most Arabs cannot comprehend the thought that Arabs and Muslims fought so bravely to cleanse Jerusalem from the Crusades, to give it up on a silver plate for the Israelis. It should be noted that hundreds of thousands of Arabs and Muslims died battling Christian Crusades between the 11th-13th centuries, for the sole purpose of cleansing the Holy Land from the Crusades. Palestinians, Arabs, and Muslims often wonder where were the Zionists were when the Holy Land really needed their help during the Crusade Genocide! Was Palestine a "Promised" or "non-Promised" Land, that is the question?
  

· The Palestinian areas would have been cut from East to West and from North to South, so that the Palestinian state will consist of a group of  islands, each surrounded by Israeli settlers and soldiers. No sovereign nation would accept such arrangement that could hinder its strategic national security and interests.
  

· It is not only that the future Palestinian state would have been completely demilitarized and Israeli early warning radar installation would have been installed in the Palestinian areas, also its economical, social, and political relations with neighboring Arab states would have been severely scrutinized by Israel. 

Not in Arafat's defense, however, it is worth noting that he took a very risky political decision when he signed on the Oslo agreement, prior to getting any guarantees on the full implementation of UN resolutions concerning Palestine and Palestinians. After 7 plus years of handicapped Oslo, Arafat has very little to show his people, especially after giving so much. The occupied West Bank and Gaza strip has more Israeli Jewish colonies and bypass roads than ever, Palestinian Arab Jerusalem is continuously being ethnically cleansed of its Palestinian population, unemployment has tripled, and above all Arafat appears increasingly as an Israeli and American stooge, whose primary job is to control the Palestinian people the way Americans and Israelis see fit.

It is fundamentally wrong and very misleading to blame Arafat for the out break of resistance to the Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Zionists propagandist always love to blame leaders rather than tackling the core issues of the conflict, which is usually done for the purpose of buying time (hoping that Palestinians will loose hope based on the Iron Wall
 theory). The central problem was in the Oslo agreement, and above all the way it was implemented. Its fundamental flaw was that it had attempted to scratch the surface of the core issues of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and not to necessarily solve them. Any agreement, such as Oslo , is destined to fail if it does not address the core issues of the conflict, such as UN's Palestinian Right of Return, Jerusalem, and the borders of the emerging states.

It is very possible that Palestinians and Israelis are not yet ripe for a final peace settlement, however, that is no excuse to accept any interim "peace agreement" which does not end the conflict. Until a fair and just peace agreement comes up, which must end the conflict once and for all, both communities have to start educating themselves about the core issues of the conflict. 

Related Online Resources
· 12 Conventional Lies By Uri Avnery at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story352.html

· Frequently Asked Questions Regarding The Camp David Peace Proposal by The Washington Report at http://www.wrmea.com/html/faq.htm

· Was Barak's offer generous or not, that's the question? A slide flash show prepared by Gush-Shalom at http://www.Gush-Shalom.org/Media/Barak_Eng.swf

Palestinians are not the only people to have been subjected to population transfer, it is normal in human history 

Increasingly, this argument is becoming the response of many Israeli Zionists to the Palestinian Right of Return demand. Slowly, but surely, the argument that Palestinians left their homes based on their free will has been loosing grounds to newly discovered historical facts, thanks to the Israeli revisionist historians (who based their research on the declassified Zionists archives) like Benny Morris, Avi Shlaim, and Tom Segev. 

It is misleading to compare the population transfer that occurred in the aftermath of WW II to the one that came upon the Palestinian people for the following reasons: 

· It is true that population transfer occurred in Europe in the aftermath of WW II, however, it was neither politically motivated nor forcibly enforced. It should be noted that many Displaced Persons (D.P.) refugee camps sprung out all over Europe soon after the war, however, that was mostly done for economic and not political reasons. Soon after the war, Europe's economy and infrastructure were devastated, and to stabilize it the U.S. sponsored the Marshal Plan to help Europe help itself. 
It should be noted that non-politically motivated population transfer was and still is happening around the world, and it is not restricted only to Europe. On the other hand, transferring a whole minority (in the case of Palestinians it was a 2/3 majority) to achieve political gains (like what happened in Kosovo, Kurdistan, and Bosnia in the 1990s) is nothing but sheer TERROR. Otherwise,
 
What were the war crimes perpetrated in Bosnia and Kosovo? 
Why when Slobodan Milosevic used such excuses it was a war crime?
After all population transfer happened in Europe, and if it is permissible for Israelis to use such an excuse, why can't the Serbs?
  

· Palestinians, soon after the 1948 war, lost almost everything they owned, such as farms, businesses, buses, factories, railroads, boats, banks, ... etc., and above all their political and civil rights have been suppressed. Note that none of the European nations (such as the German, French, Greek, Bulgarian, Serbian, Romanian, ... etc. nations) had their political, economical, and civil rights suppressed. What's fundamentally unique about what happened to the Palestinian nation is that their political, civil, and economic rights as people have been all either suppressed or looted in favor of the "Jewish minority."
  

· Assuming that forcible population transfer really occurred in Europe, the questions which begs itself: 

Should such policies be the norm, or the exception? 
If such alleged forcible population transfer really happened in Europe, is it excusable to practice such polices? 
Should the practice of such policies rise to the level of war crimes?
  

· Assuming for a moment that the act of forcible population transfer is not a war crime, then should you condone such practices against other people? 
If the conundrum is not yet comprehended, then would you accept such practices against the Jewish citizens of Russian, Poland, Germany, ... etc.? 
It is worth noting that Israel tried Adolf Eichmann for atrocities committed as a Nazi leader, it included charges of forcible expulsion (ethnic cleansing) which was classified as a war crime and a crime against humanity.
  

It should be emphasized that, even prior to the population transfer which resulted from WW II, the Zionist leaders were keen on creating a "Jewish State" based on "Jewish majority" by immigrating Jews to Palestine in mass numbers, which was primarily motivated by the fleeing European Jews from anti-Semitic Tsarist Russia and Nazi Germany. When it became increasingly clear to the Zionist leaders at the time (such as Ben-Gurion and Theodor Herzl) that it was impossible to achieve Jewish majority solely based on immigration and natural growth, they concluded that forcible "population transfer" (Ethnic Cleansing) was the only solution to the "Arab Problem." Year after year, the plan to ethnically cleanse Palestine of its indigenous people became known as the "transfer solution." David Ben-Gurion, the first Israeli Prime Minister, eloquently articulated the "transfer solution" as the following: 

· In a joint meeting between the Jewish Agency Executive and Zionist Action Committee on June 12th, 1938:
"With compulsory transfer we [would] have a vast area [for settlement] .... I support compulsory transfer. I don't see anything immoral in it."
 
  

· In a speech addressing the Central Committee of the Histadrut on December 30, 1947:
"In the area allocated to the Jewish State there are not more than 520,000 Jews and about 350,000 non-Jews, mostly Arabs. Together with the Jews of Jerusalem, the total population of the Jewish State at the time of its establishment, will be about one million, including almost 40% non-Jews. such a [population] composition does not provide a stable basis for a Jewish State. This [demographic] fact must be viewed in all its clarity and acuteness. With such a [population] composition, there cannot even be absolute certainty that control will remain in the hands of the Jewish majority .... There can be no stable and strong Jewish state so long as it has a Jewish majority of only 60%." 
 
  

· And on February 8th, 1948 Ben-Gurion also stated to the Mapai Council:
"From your entry into Jerusalem, through Lifta, Romema [East Jerusalem Palestinian neighborhood]. . . there are no [Palestinian] Arabs. One hundred percent Jews. Since Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans, it has not been Jewish as it is now. In many [Palestinian] Arab neighborhoods in the west one sees not a single [Palestinian] Arab. I do not assume that this will change. . . . What had happened in Jerusalem. . . .  is likely to happen in many parts of the country. . .  in the six, eight, or ten months of the campaign there will certainly be great changes in the composition of the population in the country." 
 
  

· In a speech addressing the Zionist Action Committee on April 6th, 1948:
"We will not be able to win the war if we do not, during the war, populate upper and lower, eastern and western Galilee, the Negev and Jerusalem area ..... I believe that war will also bring in its wake a great change in the distribution of Arab population." 
 
  

Often Israelis and Zionists view WW II population transfer as a legal precedent, however, when asked to put up the details they fail to come up even with one example which is not already a war crime. On the contrary, after considering the compulsory population transfer that Josef Stalin perpetrated against the people of the Caucuses during WW II, the truth cannot be more paradoxically. In 1943-44, Stalin ordered the whole Caucuses population to be expelled to Siberia as a collective punishment for their collaboration with the Nazi occupation. However, the same people were allowed to return home in 1958 when the scale of the war crime was known to the Soviet premier at the time. So if the people of the Caucuses were allowed to return to their homes under Communist rule, how come Palestinian refugees cannot use such return as a legal precedent to return to their homes, farms, plantations, businesses, boats, banks, ports, ...etc. under Israeli rule? 

Finally, it must be emphasized that the Jewish people, between all people, should deplore such lame arguments. It is often sad and tragic that Jewish people were victims of such politically motivated population transfer (Ethnic Cleansing), and it is the ultimate hypocrisy when Israeli Zionists use such an excuse to practice and promote Ethnic Cleansing. If such war crimes were practiced against Jews in the past, that is no excuse to practice or even justify similar war crimes against others.

Related Online Resources
· Zionist FAQ: Palestinian Right Of Return is unacceptable to Israeli Jews at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story419.html

· Zionist Quotes: 'Transfer' (Ethnic Cleansing) at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story694.html
Why Arabs don't welcome their Palestinian Arab brothers? 

This is the second most frequently asked question by Israelis and Zionists. In principle, to accept and facilitate compulsory population transfer (ethnic cleansing) would sets a very dangerous precedent in international relations. It is extremely dangerous to accept such argument since it could be used by other nations to cleanse themselves from unwanted minorities. If it is accepted in principle to transfer and dispossess the Palestinian people, then 

Why is it unacceptable to transfer 10 million Mexican Americans to Mexico, or a million Kosovan Albanians to Albania, or even 6 million American Jews to the "Jewish state"? 

Ironically, Serbia, under Milosevic's leadership in 1999, used such an argument to cleanse itself from its unwanted Albanian minority, of course under the pretext that Kosovo was central to Serbia's ancient heritage and religious past. Based on this understanding, the act of compulsory population transfer has been accepted internationally as a war crime. Consequently, Serbia and Iraq were subjected to international condemnation, and U.N. resolutions were forcibly enforced to stop and reverse such war crimes. 

For a moment, let us assume that the above argument makes no sense to the average Israeli or Zionist, and let us also analyze why such integration, of Palestinian refugees into neighboring host countries, is not viable for the following economical and political reasons:

Economical reasons
· It MUST be emphasized that 75% of the new Jewish immigrants to Israel after the 1948 war lived and operated looted Palestinians houses, farms, cars, truck, banks, and infrastructure resource such as water networks, railroads, airports, wells, telegraph, schools, roads, and ports. In other words, Israel had the looted Palestinian capital as a collateral, the German compensations for war crimes committed during WW II, and over 120 billion dollars in American taxpayers money to repatriate many new Jewish immigrants. On the other hand, Palestinian refugees and their corresponding host countries had no such fortune. For Palestinians to be repatriated, they have to take somebody else's property, which is unfair & unjust to others. From an economical standpoint, the biggest economic boost the new emerging "Jewish State" had was the looted and stolen Palestinian properties.
  

· For a second, let us assume that such repatriation is possible in the host Arab countries, and calculate the cost of such repatriation. For example, let us assume that we need to provide a reasonable health care insurance (not government subsided) to each Palestinian refugee in Jordan (which hosts close to 3 million Palestinian refugees), and let us also assume that such insurance costs a $100/month per refugee. So the total yearly cost of providing health care insurance to all refugees in Jordan is at least 3.6 billion dollars = $100 * 12 months * 3 million refugees. Note that we have not yet analyzed the costs of providing infrastructure services such as roads, water networks, power grids, education, transportations, ports, airports, ...etc. While digesting these staggering numbers, please keep in mind that the annual budget for the Jordanian government is little over 6 billion dollars, compared to Israel's 53 billion dollar budget.

While the average Jordanian citizen has some kind of collateral (such as land, real state, ... etc. ) to support his or her future well being, the average Palestinian refugee has nothing but his or her tent as a collateral, which belongs to the United Nations. So the economic base for the average Palestinian is non-existent to start with, and that very much negatively impacted the tax revenues of the host countries. Such a huge number of refugees stifled economic growth in many host countries since many essential services had to be diverted to help the refugees.

It should be noted that the absence of the Palestinian economic base has pushed the average Palestinian to invest into his or her intellectual capital. It is amazing how Palestinians are living the lives of many Jews in the past. In general, Europeans used to restrict land purchases by Jews, which motivated many Jews, out of necessity, to invest into their intellectual capital.
  

· Let us assume for a moment that the above economical formula makes no sense to the average Israeli, then let's ask the following questions: 

If it's easy for the host Arab countries to integrate Palestinian refugees into their economic and social structure, then why after three decades of Israeli military occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip Israel was unable to improve the lives of the Palestinian refugees (close to 1.5 million) under its direct control? 
If it is easy for host countries to do (with their limited financial resources), then it must be easier for Israel to do?
Paradoxically, many Palestinian refugees' economic situation actually has worsened under Israeli occupation, and if it was not for United Nations' food rations, many refugees would have starved to death by now!
  

· It is unfair to claim that many Arab countries did not help Palestinian refugees to integrate into their economic, political, and social structures. Out of the 5.9 million Palestinian refugees, there are 3.5 million refugees who still live in refugee camps (usually known by registered refugees). So despite all above obstacles, some 2 million Palestinian refugees (almost half the number of the Israeli Jews) are already integrated into the host countries' economic, political,  and social structure.  

Political Reasons
· Based on the above economic reasons, Palestinian refugees were (and continue) to compete for all the available jobs in the host countries. The average Palestinian (as many Jews in the West) knows that he or she has to work twice as hard as the local worker just to keep his or her job. On average, Palestinians (for economic and political reasons) are not welcomed in the host countries, and that generates anti-Palestinian sentiment by many locals, for example take the racist practices of the Lebanese government. Although this behavior is wrong and must be deplored, it is a normal human reaction to any external threat to its resources, and to claim that many new Jewish immigrants were not discriminated against in Israel is nothing but propaganda.  It should be noted that it is already a tense situation between Ashkenazic, Sephardic, and African Israeli Jews (who's blood was not welcomed in the Israeli blood banks for a very long time).
  

· It should be noted that even if Palestinian refugees were integrated into the host countries, that will not end the conflict. Palestinians are extremely proud of their national identity, who continuously assert their unique cultural and political differences at the earliest possible chance. This deep sense of nationalism is widely emphasized among affluent Palestinian refugees who are already integrated in Western societies, i.e. in the US, Europe, Canada, ... etc. Actually, many still marry from the same indigenous localities, and maintain their unique dresses, folklore, and accent. 
  
One of the central problems of the Israeli conduct towards the Palestinian people is that they do not think that 8.5 million Palestinian have any national ambitions (such as the right of self determination). On the other hand, they believe that 4.5 million Israeli Jews have the right to nationalistic ambition! From the start, the struggle between Zionism and the Palestinian people was a struggle between two distinct and conflicting nationalistic movements. 
  

· Most, if not all, host countries are hesitant to grant political right (such as the right to vote) to non-citizens, especially if the newcomers could overnight change the political landscape in the host countries. Such a thing was the case after the 1948 war where Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria were forced to be the host to a large number of Palestinian refugees. For example, Jordanian citizens became overnight a minority in their own country, and to ask the average Jordanians to accept this situation on a permanent basis, without anything in return, is nothing but a political time bomb for future civil strife, which is precisely what happened in Jordan and Lebanon.
  

There is no question of the fact that some political movements have benefited politically and economically from not integrating the Palestinian refugees, and such policies are deplorable. We agree that many countries used and will continue to use the Palestinian refugees as a mechanism to collect donations from all over the world. It is also sad that suppressing Palestinians makes political and economic sense to some regional leaders. On the other hand, it is not fair to point the blame finger on the host countries for not solving problems Israel has created, and to relieve Israel of any responsibility towards the refugees whatsoever. Israel has created this problem by dispossessing and ethnically cleansing the Palestinian people, and it has to pay the lion's share for solving it. 

Related Online Resources
· Zionist Quotes: LOOTING, Plunder, & Destruction at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story697.html

How could Palestinians send their kids to riot against Israeli soldiers? They are responsible for the high rate of casualties among their kids 
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A Palestinian killed by Israeli Occupation Soldiers used as a trophy
If this remark is written the other way around to describe Jewish or Israeli parents, it would become one of the most anti-Semitic statements ever. Knowingly, or unknowingly, such statements attempt to demonize Arabs, which makes them a legitimate target, very much like animal hunting. The average Israeli or a Jew who repeats such racist statements really believes that the average Arab is a subhuman creature, who has no love or affection towards his or her children. These types of racist statements are a way of life in Israel and many Jewish communities around the world, which in turn fuels and energizes their apartheid societies whenever they're threatened. 

For a moment, let us assume that such racist statement is true, and Palestinian mothers send their boys to demonstrate and throw stones on the Israeli Occupation Force (IOF):

Is that a good reason to shoot unarmed Palestinian kids? 

Let us ask the question the other way around,  and assume that Israeli or Jewish kids demonstrated against British or Nazi occupation (which actually happened during WWII in Warsaw and Tel Aviv prior to the 1948 war):

Is that a good reason to kill unarmed Jewish kids? 

It is amusing that the apartheid regime in South Africa used such racist statements to justify the high rate of causalities among African school boys, especially during the famous African student uprisings in the mid 70s and 80s. And instead of opening a criminal investigation to explain why kids are being shot  at a high rate (as often done in democratic societies), most Israelis and Zionists point their fingers toward the dead victims. Instead of questioning the soldiers who pull the trigger, the Israelis are questioning the dead Palestinian boys.

As a Palestinian, I would like to inform many misinformed Israelis that Palestinians love their kids as much as Israeli Jews love their kids, and many would do their best to keep their kids out of harms way. Based on personal experience, my parents used to make their best effort to keep me from of demonstrating against the Israeli Occupation Force. Continuously, my parents used to inspect my clothes for the smell of burned tires, inspect my hands for stone residue, and to personally pick me up from school just to make sure I do not demonstrate against the IOF. I used to go out of my way to participate in resisting and organizing activities against the Israeli Occupation, which was done without the prior consent of my parents. Yes, it was done by a teenage boy who hated the Israeli Occupation so much; I was a young boy who always thought he will live forever. My story is similar to Faris Odeh's story, c to see my hero. Soon after the below photo was taken, my hero was killed (not far from where that picture was taken) because he threw stones at Israeli Occupation soldiers. 
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It should be noted that Faris' parents went out of their way to keep their kids from demonstrating against the Israeli occupation. It is very sad that Faris was murdered, and his murderer is getting a free hand to perpetrate similar war crimes against other stone-throwing Palestinian boys. To give the reader a first hand eyewitness account of such encounters with the Israeli army, Ha'aretz Daily (one of the major Israeli newspapers) has published an article describing how Israeli soldiers fired live bullets on unarmed Palestinian kids, see footnote 
 for the URL for more details.

The questions which must be asked to each and every Israeli Occupation Force soldier:

· When you point your gun toward a stone throwing Palestinian kid, do you see a human or a duck? 

· When you point your gun toward a stone throwing Israeli kid, do you see a human or a duck? 

· What does it feel like after pulling the trigger? 

· Do you feel relieved that your bullet shot the boy (or duck) before his or her stone hit you? 

By no means we are claiming that Palestinians should not do more to prevent such a high rate of casualties among kids, however, pointing the finger toward the dead kids and their parents is nothing but a cheap ploy to deflect and divert the responsibility. It is always easier to blame the victim, and God forbid that a "Jewish Soldier" could be responsible for killing unarmed Palestinian boys or civilians, no such crimes could ever happen by "Jewish Soldiers!" It is often a taboo to discuss the morality of such war crimes in many Jewish Communities for the fear that such discussion could spark anti-Semitic remarks by others! For God's sake, big war crimes are being committed in the name of the "Jewish people", and instead of speaking out against such war crimes, many Jews continue to dig their heads in the sand thinking that the Palestinian people would just disappear.

It should be emphasized that Jews, of all people, must deplore and distance themselves from such racist remarks.  Once upon a time, European Jews were demonized for the sole purpose of legitimizing racist practices against them, and it is the ultimate hypocrisy to use such racist statements for the sole purpose of scoring political points.

Related Online Resources
· The Camera, The Picture & The Scene By Mahmoud Darwish at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/ Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story660.html 

· The story of Sami Kosba's murder by Ha'aretz Daily at http://www.HaaretzDaily.com/Hasen/Pages/ShArt.jhtml?itemNo=126669&contrassID=2&amp;subContrassID=14&amp;sbSubContrassID=0&amp;listSrc=Y 

· We Will Not Continue to Occupy, Destroy, Deport, Kill, Starve and Humiliate By Yedioth Ahronoth at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story796.html

Israelis are the strongest in the Middle East and Arabs will never defeat it 

There is no dispute of the fact that militarily Israel can defeat all the Arab armies combined, and the imbalance of power has greatly tipped in Israel's favor, especially after neutralizing Iraq during the Gulf War. It is obviously clear that Israel (a country of 4.5 million Jews) will never be stronger than its current military might, and from this point on Israel's power is either diminishing, or it has to sustain this unbearable way of life forever. And its quest for ultimate security and military readiness will drain most of its brain power and resources in the long run.

On the contrary, Palestinians have nothing left to lose. Palestinians now number 8.2 million people, and in 20 years they will number close to 20 million. As their number increases, more of them will either continue to be dispossessed, living in deplorable refugee camps in unwelcoming host countries, or they will continue to live under Israeli military occupation. It should be emphasized that the prospects of the average Palestinian to make it in this world are extremely limited, and this sense of desperation and helplessness has driven the average Palestinian, literally, to the point of madness. Palestinians mostly feel that the whole world SAW them being rapped, and did nothing about it; thanks to Hollywood and its racist movies, Arabs are mostly portrayed with vileness and as terrorists, not as normal people who deserve normal human rights.

It is a big mistake to assume that Arabs will not fight Israel even if they know, in advance, that they would lose. As it has been repeatedly demonstrated (i.e. the 1973 and 1982 wars) Arabs are willing to commit themselves to a long term struggle, especially if humiliated and cornered. It is worth emphasizing that Israel perfectly knows that demographically and strategically it lacks the resources to commit itself to a prolonged struggle; that is exactly why it has perfected the art of mechanized warfare, which must decisively neutralize its enemies on their soil as swiftly as possible. As it has been already demonstrated in the War of Attrition in 1969, 1973 War, and the invasion and prolonged occupation of Lebanon between 1982-2000, Arabs could neutralize the Israeli might (regardless how well it is equipped, trained, and financed) by bleeding its resources in a prolonged struggle. In those regards, it is worth quoting a cable which was sent by the US ambassador in Damascus to Washington in response to Israel's rejection of a proposal sent by Husni al-Za'im (Syria's president in 1949) to conclude a comprehensive peace agreement with Israel soon after the 1948 war:

"Unless Israel can be brought to understand that it cannot have all of its cake (partition boundaries) and gravy as well (area captured in violation of truce, Jerusalem and resettlement of [Palestinian] Arab refugees elsewhere) it may find that it has won Pal[stine] war but lost peace. It should be evident that Israel's continued insistence upon her pound of flesh and more is driving Arab states (and perhaps surely) to gird their lions (politically and economically if not yet militarily) for long range struggle." 

Similarly, Abba Eban, a veteran Israeli Foreign Ministry official, predicted that Arabs will resort to force in response to Israel's intransigence on the political path between 1971-1973. He also predicted that Arabs will go to war even if they knew they might lose, he wrote:

"All the time, the Israeli defense strategy was frankly attritional. The logic was that if the Arabs were unable to get their territories back by war or by Great Power pressure, they would have to seek negotiations and to satisfy some of Israel's security interest. This view made no provision for the third Arab option---neither docility nor negotiation, but a desperate recourse to war in the hope that even an unsuccessful attack would be more rewarding than passive acceptance of the cease fire lines." 

It is rarely debated, among Israelis and Zionists, how the Israeli Occupation Force (IOF) has a corrupting influence on the Israeli society. This point was elegantly articulated by pro-Israeli historian Martin Van Creveld (renowned Israeli soldier and military strategist) as the following:

"...war makes the victor stupid. In retrospect, the smashing victory of 1967 was probably the WORST thing that ever happened to Israel. It turned 'a small but brave' people ...., who with considerable justification believed itself fighting an overwhelmingly powerful coalition of enemies for dear life into an occupying force, complete with all the corrupting moral influences that this entails. The military lesson of the 'feat of arms unparallel in all modern history' began to be studied almost immediately. Not so its moral consequences, which were clear only to very few -- among them, rumor has it, Prime Minister [Levy] Eshkol, who within days of the capture of East Jerusalem was wondering how one would ever 'crawl out again.' In the event Israel and the IDF refused to crawl out, and before long they were confronted with new challenges that they found difficult to overcome." 

The belligerent Israeli attitude has driven not only the Israeli public to become radical and uncompromising over the years, but it also has immensely radicalized the Arabs, especially the Palestinian and Lebanese, public too. Since the 1948 war, one of Israel's major mistakes was that it was incapable of converting its military gains (along with its strategic location) into permanent political gains. Ironically, many of Israel's politicians are usually recent graduates from the Israeli Army, who often solved Israel's political problems from security and military points of view. It should be emphasized that despite all of Israel's military might, most of its citizens still feel unsafe. What is even more tragic in Israeli politics is that military conquests and wars were not being fought for the sake of peace, but for ideological, territorial, economic, and security gains. Israelis lack wisdom to strategically shape their political future, and ,over time, they have perfected the art of day to day survival by the power of arms; a modern day Sparta. Such lack of political wisdom (beside a militant state of mind) in Israel has made it hard to incubate pragmatic politicians who could solve its strategic long term problems. In that respect, it is worth quoting the most underrated Israeli politician, Moshe Sharett, who wrote in the early 1950s:

"[The Arabs have] extremely subtle understanding and delicate senses. [It was true he conceded, that] there is a wall between us and them and there is tragic development in that this wall is getting taller. But, nevertheless, if this wall can be prevented from getting taller, it is sacred duty to do so, if at all possible." 

To simply reply to this belligerent argument: no matter how strong Israel gets and no matter how the Western World supply it with sophisticated weaponry, Palestinians shall always proudly identify themselves with that piece of land which they have inherited their names from.  Palestinians are extremely honored to carry Palestine's name, and to identify with its indigenous way of life. Let us never forget that Palestine was raped and pillaged for over 200 years during the Christian Crusades, until its complete liberation in the 13th century. In that respect, it is ludicrous to entertain the thought that the Palestinian people shall submit to the Israeli will and might only after 53 years of ethnic cleansing, dispossession, and occupation. Until a just and fair solution comes to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, which must end the conflict once and for all, Palestinians shall wait. Literally, the Palestinian people have nothing left to lose, and Palestine, The Jewel Of All Jewels, worth waiting for.
The Right of Return for all Palestinian refugees to Israel proper is unacceptable to most Israeli Jews 

If the implementation of UN GA Resolution 194 makes Israel a just and fair state to all its citizens, regardless of their faith or race, then why not? When South Africa abolished its Apartheid system, it became a just and fair country to all its citizens, and few outside Pretoria cared if that meant the destruction of the "White character" of Pretoria or not. The questions which should be asked are: 

· Are the Israelis above the law? 

· Is it right for Israelis to be an exception of the rule?  

Many Israelis and Zionists claim that there has to be an exception granted to the "Jewish people" based on Biblical and historical Jewish background in Palestine However, Zionists do not agree when other countries exercise similar policies to empower a specific ethnic or religious group solely based on racial, religious, and historical backgrounds, especially when people of the Jewish faith are at a disadvantage. Such double standard is typical in the Zionist movement, and unfortunately any sound criticism of Israel or Zionism is usually equated with anti-Semitism, which is nothing but a cheap ploy to confuse and deflect the core issues. The core issues of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict are ethnic cleansing and dispossession of the Palestinian people for the past five decades, and it should be emphasized that the conflict would have been on the same level of intensity, even if both warring parties were Muslims, Christians, or even Jewish. 

The U.N.'s Right of Return granted all Palestinian refugees the option to either return to their homes, farms, and businesses, or receive compensation in return for their looted properties and past sufferings. Such Right was granted by the international community to each and every single Palestinian refugee, and no politician has the right to make (or even waive) such a decision on their behalf. Some refugees may prefer to go back and live in peace among Israelis with full political rights (similar to the ones granted to black South Africans in Pretoria), and other refugees may happily prefer to put their lives together in places other than Palestine or Israel; again that is their decision which no politician has the right to make on the refugees' behalf. 

One fact that is usually absent from the Right of Return debate is that Israel was accepted in the United Nations conditionally based on its implementation of all preceding UN resolutions concerning Palestine, including the U.N.'s Right of Return resolution to all Palestinian refugees. Such right is based on the same UN resolution which partitioned Palestine in November 1947 into two independent States, Palestinian and Israeli States.

It is often envisioned by many Israelis and Jews that the Right of Return would require many Israelis to be displaced, which cannot be farther from the truth. Many Israelis are urban dwellers who are mostly concentrated nearby Tel Aviv-Jaffa, Jerusalem, and Haifa. Actually, Israel has the highest rate of urban dwellers among all industrial nations, see footnote 
 for URL to a graph illustration. And based on Israel's demographic distribution 78% of Israelis live in 14% of Israel, while 86% of Israel is being utilized by mostly bankrupt Kibbutz communal farms. Many of the Palestinian refugees come from rural areas which is being utilized by under 200,000 Israelis, especially the areas in the  Galilee and Negev. It is utterly unfair to cram 3.7 million Palestinian refugees (out of 5.9 million refugees) in deplorable conditions while a small portion of Israelis utilize the land Palestinian refugees farmed for centuries. It is ironic that often refugees are separated only by barbed wire from their homes, farms, businesses, and plantations.

It is hypocritical when many Israelis and Zionists speak from both sides of their mouths. From one side they tell European Jewry (although many are new converts and not from Semitic origin, see footnote 
 for more details) that they can come to the "Promised Land" after 2,000 years of "exile", while ethnically cleansed Palestinians who STILL posses the keys and the deeds to their homes in Jaffa or Haifa cannot come back after only 53 years of forcible exile. It is very sad that similar UN resolutions were forcibly enforced against other countries, such as Serbia and Iraq, however, Israel was given the green light to ethnically cleanse and loot Palestine away from its people. 

Related Links
· United Nations: Essential refugees statistics, requires Adobe Acrobat reader at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Download/RefugeesStats.pdf 

· Palestinian Refugees have every right to return by Al-Awda Organization at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Palestine-Remembered/Story775.html

· The Palestinians have 'no right of return' by Arjan el-Fassed at http://ElectronicIntifada.net/HistoricalMyths/RightToReturn.html

· Zionist Quotes: LOOTING, Plunder, & Destruction at http://www.PalestineRemembered.com/Acre/Famous-Zionist-Quotes/Story697.html

Arabs fail to understand the unique and special connection Jews have for Eretz Yisrael 

Many Christian and Muslim Arabs find it difficult to understand the "unique and special connection" that many Jews have for Palestine (or "Eretz Yisrael") for the following reasons:

· It is a proven fact, among most historians, that Zionism has evolved in response to the rise of European nationalism and anti-Semitism in the late 19th century, which resulted in many deadly pogroms against many European Jewish communities, specially in Polish, Latvian, and Ukraine Tsarist Russian ruled and France during the Dreyfus affair. The question which begs itself:

Is their any connection between Tsarist Russia's pogrom (or even the Nazi holocaust) and inflaming the "unique and special connection" Jews have to "Eretz Yisrael"?
  

· For a moment, let us assume that this "unique and special connection" always existed among many Jews, then:
 
Where were the Jews and the Zionists of the world when "Eretz Yisrael" was raped and pillaged by the Crusades between 11th-13th centuries? It should be noted that hundreds of thousands of Muslim Arabs were killed while cleansing "Eretz Yisrael" from the Crusades. 
Is it possible that many Muslim Arabs had a similar "unique and special connection" to "Eretz Yisrael" too?
  

· Since "Eretz Yisrael" historically spanned the borders of occupied West Bank (including occupied East Jerusalem), western parts of Jordan, occupied Golan Heights, Sinai peninsula, southern Lebanon, and southern Syria, does that imply:

Israel must never relinquish "Jewish sovereignty" over the occupied West Bank, occupied Golan Heights, and liberated southern Lebanon?
Israel must reoccupy and reinvade southern Lebanon?
Israel eventually must nullify the peace treaties it has signed with Egypt and Jordan since "Eretz Yisrael" spans some of Egypt's and Jordan's present day borders?
  

· Let us assume that all of the above arguments makes no sense to the average Jew or Zionist, then:

What makes this "unique and special connection" different from the "unique and special connection" German, Polish, Greek, Italian, Egyptian, ... etc.  Christians have for Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Bethlehem? Note that once upon a time the Catholic Christians of the world felt a similar "unique and special connection" to "Eretz Yisrael", of course we all know how that started and ended! 
Why must this "unique and special connection" imply Palestinian dispossession?
Why can't this "unique and especial connection" continue to exists and flourish without "transferring" the Palestinian people out of their homes, farms, and business?
How come Christians "unique and special connections" flourished without Palestinians being "transferred" or dispossessed? Even before and after the Crusades' genocide between the 11th-13th centuries?
  

· Again, assuming that the above arguments still make no sense to the average Jew or Zionist, then:
 
Would you advocate perpetrating war crimes (such as massive ethnic cleansing, dispossession, or even committing genocide) to non-Jews for the sole purpose of making "Eretz Yisrael" under "Jewish control"? 
Since the occupation of Jericho by the Israelites, during Biblical times, there were many documented war crimes (such as massacring, looting, and slaving the indigenous Canaanite and Palestinian inhabitants), could such Biblical events be used as a precedent to "redeem Eretz Yisrael" from the "gentiles" or Golems?
How do you know where, when, and how to draw the line?
  

· We hope to excuse our hummer, however, we feel it important to ask the following questions:

Does this "unique and special connection" transfer to other human beings upon conversion to Judaism? 
In other words, assuming that a million people convert to Judaism (which already occurred during the great Jewish Khazrian empire 
), is it through sheer magic that these new converts develop overnight such a "unique and special connection" to "Eretz Yisrael"? If so,
Could Palestinians reclaim their looted homes, farms, and businesses upon conversion to Judaism?
Are you aware that it is illegal in Israel to pretend being Jewish? Such pretension is actually punishable with up to a year imprisonment, where many cases were successfully prosecuted in the "only democracy in the Middle East." 
 

There is no question of the fact that many Jews feel a "unique and special connection" toward Palestine or "Eretz Yisrael", however, to claim that such connection is stronger, different, or even more divine than the way Muslims and Christians feel toward Palestine, is nothing but a racist claim where the words of God are being used to achieve political objectives. This fact was very well articulated by Ze'ev Jabotinsky, the father of the Israeli right, in 1923 when he wrote: 

"They [Palestinians] look upon Palestine with the same instinctive love and true favor that Aztec looked upon Mexico or any Sioux looked upon his prairie. Palestine will remain for the Palestinians not a borderland, but their birthplace, the center and basis of their own national existence." 

The hard truth that many Jews and Zionists refuse to accept is that the "Jewish state" and Zionism evolved based on Europe's racism towards its Jewish citizens, and it had little to do with the Biblical connection Jews have to Palestine. As its predecessor, in the Christian Crusade between the 11th-13th centuries, the Old Testament is being used to confuse and distract the core issues of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. The core issues of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict are ethnic cleansing and dispossession of the Palestinian people for the past five decades, and it should be emphasized that the conflict would have been on the same level of intensity, even if both warring parties were Muslims, Christians, or even Jewish. 

It is very sad that many Palestinians and Arabs respond to this form of "Jewish racism" with their version of Islamic or Palestinian Racism in return. It is even more sad that often the words of God are used by many Jews, Christians, and Muslims to justify perpetrating war crimes against others. It is simple and stupid, God is innocent from such war crimes, regardless if these crimes are perpetrated by Jews, Christians, or Muslims PERIOD. 
Too bad that Arabs understand ONLY the language of force 

It is astonishing how such a small racist remark could affect all sectors of the Israeli society, especially its effect on the Israeli Army where most Israeli policy makers graduate. It is also astonishing how often Israelis, Zionists, and many Jews repeat such a racist remark without comprehending its racist and dangerous outcomes. If the statement was slightly changed, but instead of saying Arabs let us use Israelis or Jews instead, the statement would become: 

"Israelis or Jews understand only the language of force."   
If any person dares to publish such a racist statement, he or she will be automatically Black Listed (which is the Zionist version of McCarthyism) and tagged with being an anti-Semite. This double standard is a way of life among many Israelis and Zionists, and it is time for Israelis, Zionists, and Jews to look in the mirror and see their condoned racism towards others. No question of the fact that Jews were the victims of vicious racism through out history, however, Zionist and Israeli racism is never a subject of discussion in many Jewish communities, and for justice sake such healthy debate must start as soon as possible. 

The hard truth, which is often feared in Israel, is that all people (regardless of their color or religious backgrounds) understand the language of force, which was often the case through out history. It is true that Arabs, like many others in the past, submitted to the language of force. On the other hand,  many other people submitted to the Arabs force as well, for example the Crusades, Persian, Byzantium, and Mongols to name a few. Similarly, the French, Russian, Greek, Polish Jews during the famous Warsaw uprising or Intifada, ... etc. submitted to the Nazi might during WW II.  In other words,  force does not and will not discriminate between an Arab nor a Jew PERIOD.

For a moment, let us assume that this racist statement is TRUE, and you are in charge of the Israeli Occupation Force (I.O.F.), do you believe that:

· Israel should reinvade, rape, and pillage Lebanon gain just to prove a point to all Arabs? 

· Israel should cancel the peace treaties it has signed with both Egypt and Jordan? After all Egyptians and Jordanians are also Arabs too! 

To demonstrated to the reader how this belligerent attitude toward the Arab population was deeply rooted among the early Zionists, let us contemplate the following Zionists quotes:

· Ahad Ha'Am, the leading Eastern European Jewish essayist, wrote after his three months visit to Palestine in 1891:
 
" ....[the Zionists pioneers believed that] the only language the Arabs understand is that of force ..... [They] behave towards the Arabs with hostility and cruelty, trespass  unjustly upon their boundaries, beat them shamefully without reason and even brag about it, and nobody stands to check this contemptible and dangerous tendency." 

  

· Ben-Gurion concluded that no people on earth determined its relations with other peoples by abstract moral calculations of justice:

"There is only one thing that everyone accepts, Arabs and non-Arabs alike: facts." The Arabs would not make peace with the Jews "out of sentiment for justice," but because such a peace at some point would become worthwhile and advantageous. A Jewish state would encourage peace, because with it the Jew would "become a force, and the Arabs respect force." Ben-Gurion explained to the Mapai party "these days it is not right but might which prevails. It is more important to have force than justice on one's side." In a period of "power politics , the powers that become hard of hearing, and respond only to the roar of cannons. And the Jews in the Diaspora have no cannons." In order to survive in this evil world, the Jewish people needed cannons more than justice. 

· Moshe Dayan, one of the early founders of the Haganah and the Israeli Defense Force, wrote in 1955:
 
"The only method that proved effective, not justified or moral but effective, when Arabs plant mines on our side [in retaliation]. If we try to search for the [particular] Arab [who planted mines], it has no value. But if we harass the nearby village . . . then the population there comes out against the [infiltrators] . . . and the Egyptian Government and the Transjordan Government are [driven] to prevent such incidents because their prestige is [assailed], as the Jews have opened fire, and they are unready to begin a war . . . the method of collective punishment so far has proved effective." 

  

· Israel's leaders drew the wrong lessons from the War of Attrition with Egypt in 1969. Mordachai Gur, who became chief of staff in 1974, wrote in the IDF monthly (July-1987 edition):
 
"There is not doubt that our victory in the War of Attrition was very important, but did only one conclusion follow from it---to sit and do nothing? That we are strong and if the Arabs want peace, they have to come to us on their knees and accept out terms? . . . This was the great political and strategic mistake---the reliance on force as the almost exclusive factor in the formulation of policy." 

  

· As Nahum Goldmann wrote, once president of the World Zionist Congress, in his autobiography, that Israel's reliance on force is becoming the center of its political problems for many years to come, he stated:
 
" . . . The [1948 war] victory offered such a glorious contrast to the centuries of persecution and humiliation, of adaptation and compromise, that it seemed to indicate the only direction that could possibly be taken from then on. To brook through nothing, tolerate no attack, but cut through Gordain knots, and to shape history by creating facts seemed so simple, so compelling, so satisfying that it became Israel's policy in its conflict with the Arab world." 

It is unfortunate that many Israelis and Zionists often justify their TERROR and RACISM, which is sadly generating Arab terror and racism in response. It is even more tragic that an increasing number of Palestinians and Arabs are starting to believe that "Israelis and Zionists understand the language of force too." Civilized people, regardless of their backgrounds, must deplore such racist remarks regardless who says it. And until Israelis and Zionists learn that they should not use the gun to communicate with their Arab neighbors, Palestinians' version of Zionism will be on the rise. It is very sad, but often true: 

Racism breeds racism, and terror breeds terror.
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