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TIE AMEHIGAI JEWISH COMMITTEE
Mbrary of /©wish Information

AJC USE OF THS BLAUSTBIB - BW-OTRIQB SXGHAWE
W VIEWS OP AUGUST 1950

the exchange ©f views between Mr. Imoh Blausteia,

then frealdent of the American Jewish Committee, and UP.

David Ben-Ourion, Prime Minister of Israel, on the re-

lationship between American Jews and Israel, issued on

Auguit 23, 1950, was acclaimed by the American Jewish

Committee and used extensively in its statements and

program activities. The following is a compilation of

the more readily available references to this declaration

in AJC publications and reports.*

1. On August 28, 1950, Irving M. Engel, then

of AJO*s Executive Committee, sent out a letter

to all AJC numbers with a reprint of a lew Yorlc fimea

dispatch frm Jerusalem suraraariaing the exchange of views

between Mr. Blauatein and Premier Ben-Gurlon,

2# ^ Coiamlttee Reporter. August-Sept ember 1950,

carried a lengthy first-page story, "American Jews Owe Ho

Political Loyalty to Israel, Ben-Gurion Tells Blausteln at

Jerusalem farley."

(F- v,, documents.
\

^Sourcest Annual reportsj minutes of meetings of
Executive Committee & Board, Administrative Committee and
Board, Steering Committee* Committee Reporter. 19^0 to dat«t
also press releases, membership letLrsT milellaneoua *
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3. AJC preas release, September 9, 19$0t "Israeli

Premier«a First Official Declaration Clarifying Relation-

ships between Israel and Jews in United States and Other

Free Democracies Hailed by Blausteln as 'Document of His-

toric Significance.*" The texts of both statements of

/ugugt 23 and the text of Mr. Blausteln»s statement of

September 9# 1950, on his return from Israel, were appended

to the news story*

**•• T h e Coaroittee Reporter of October 1950 reported

in detail in a first-page story on Mr. .Blaustein »s mission,

and published the full text of the exchange of views,

5. On October 3, 1950, at a meeting ©f the Steering

Committee of AJC, Mr. Blausteln made his first formal report

of M s mission. Minutes of this meeting conclude with the

following paragraphi

Judge Proskauer then sought the privilege
®f moving the enthusiastic approval of the
Steering Committee and its congratulations
to Mr. Blaustein on his magnificent achieve-
ment. . . .This motion was unanimously and
enthusiastically carried.

6. On October 15, 1950, Mr. Blausteln reported on

his mission to the Executive Committee. Following his report,

the following resolution was introduced?

The Executive Committee of the American
Jewish Committee hails with enthusiasm the
achievement of Mr. Jacob Blausteln, President
or the American Jewish Committee, in ob-
taining clarification from Prim© Minister
Ben-Gurion of the relationship between Israel
and American Jewry. The historic mission
which Mr. Blaustein undertook at great personal
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aaorifleo will b© found to b& of
not only to our organisation* but to the
Jewish eoinaBnity m a whole* 0»* deep
gr&tltude poes to Mr* Blamsteln for the
untiring efforts aad fc"»8 leadership he hat
given to oar organisation on tnit end other
vital issues*

The alnufefts of the meeting report that this res©l«tisti was
wby na enthusiastic rising vote*11

7. On Movemb@r 9, 1950* « letter sent to all M l

hj ttm President* reporting: ®x* the October .meeting

of the rsteowtlvo Conmltt.ee* eont«»1ned an aooount of Mr*

Blcosteitt't report and. the final teatt of a eooond

adopted on the subject by that

7b.e sxeeutlTo Cowaltteo of the
Jewish Caiaitt*# eerswaia the r.Jr r w«aent
by th® Is rae l i PriLa® Klx»lotor# David Be
Swioa, oa the occasion of the J">t«te luncheon
la bonoF of .Jacob ,-1111101,6111* Rp#«ld®nt of tt

an Jewish Cotmltte4i» In Jerusalem o
23» 1950*

SHH th is algnlfleant etatemeat Mr. M »
Surlen fees aow ial.# elear in nm^tvocal
tetng th© offlolal and considered position
of the Israel i rovewamont on three -points
of major concern to American Jewsi, fts follows!
(1) Reeofrnltion by Israel that Jws of tk«
lTiilt©4 states* as a oorawunlty and as lncivldnalst
nave only one -political attachment| &am*l7» to
the ll»lt:®d state* of ^jserloa - ft f «ct uhlofa we
A»£^rleiitts have ftlways regarded as axiom«tlo*
(?) Hespect by the ^•ovonwjent end p«opl® of
Israel for the integrity of Jtwish l i f e la the
demoO'ratio eountriea* end the rirJht of the
JovdsB oomwunttle* to d#T®lop their Indleenous
social* ©eonoraic* iaad cultural inatl tutiona in
accordance with t h e i r own need® mn<! aspirations*
(3) Aceeptsnoe hj Israel of th@ fact that the
Smas l a tli© TMltea States A© not l ive la exile**
and that #«#rle« la faaa# for them*

Thl.s statement dispels any oonTuoion con-
oemlne the relat ions of Israel with the Jew
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consequences cannot fail to bo f
both to American Jewry &»^ fco Israel. . • •

8. The CsB

1950 carried a langthy firet-pa*e report of the proeetclioss

of the ,'xooutive Caaaitteo neetint, «*•* the Hesdltne

of *j«ti#- !»• •ftAw-nun'isMu '"-lanstein Hailed *bf All ea

•Beneficial to 1***$ en/ *«eriM» ^ « 7 « ' " T l 3 i s l*m*

M editorial I N * I* I

•pinion") on t\m historic l«port«»t of this d»olawtl«u

5)

MM full texts of thfl lnU«lh«a« Hr«

Bl«uat«in and Prsaier
» la Ms efidreas at 4JC«s aramul meting, In.

This •tetfMet, «»«lti«i MM

hlSorlo 3I^tio
b b J#--•f a l l

In «h« rrJted t a tw .
oLcoi t i t t^o «nd ita pwaidwt In
thin liopoptant e la r l f i ea t i^ h&n b

l d

U . Hr» Blauatala, in. Ms a«Sd*»aa at #m amrnial

fioanoa of th» exchange of vlewa,
belief — 1# of ©curse* oazmot «*uarantaa

«t wi Ly elmssify as finished buaJnaw,
eoriualon tfait existed m to UM
of larael to J®WE ia other
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12 • Dr. John Slaws on, In hi a address at the annual

meeting In January 1951* referred to the Blausteln*Ben*Gurion

statements!

Judge Proskauer contributed this pregnant
thought to the thinking of the American
Jewish Committeef that regardless of
differences in philosophy or In points of
views there were always areas of agreement
that.could be utilized as a basis for action.
It was with this In mind that we approached
the problem of Israel. It was through a
practical application of this attitude that
Mr. Blausteln was able to obtain the historic
statement from Prime Minister Bera-Grurl©n with
whleh jou are all familiar*

13. ^ii*?°rfflBlit;*;e®I!®Po5^?? o;f February-March 1951 #

in reporting the proceedings of the annual meeting ©f Jmtiary

1951* suinmarifced Mr. Blausteln's address and referred to the

Ben-Gurlon declaration*

14» At the Administrative Committee meeting of

February 6, 1951 # Mr. Blaustein mentioned a recent statement

attributed to Hr« B©n«Gurion with respect to the relationship

between Israel and world Jewry; Mr« Blausteln reported that

he was In contact with Ambassador Eban about this and was

looking toward a alariflcation ©f the recent statement In

the light of the 1950 exchange.

15« At the Administrative Committee meeting ©f March

6, 1951> Mr. Blausteln read a lengthy letter from Mr. Eban,

advising that he was instructed by his government to state

categorically that the Prime Minister still maintained the

position enunciated on August 23# 1950, and that any report

to the •a^&rary was entirely misleading and untrue. <*

•

1
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The minutes of this meeting state that the belief was ex-

pressed HfcK the clarifying statement of August IJ has

been given such wide distribution, both within and outside

Israel, that intentional departure from It seems very

unlikely••

16, In his address before the Executive Committee

meeting; of May 1S$1, Mr, Blaustein referred further to the

exchance between M m and Ambassador ISban. concluding with

the following information, as recorded in the minutes of

that meeting!

In another letter, dated March 16, 1951»
Ambassador Eban advised, "The whole of
Mr. Ben-Gurlon»s address on August 23, w u
the Clarification Statement. . . "remains to
this day and for the future en authoritative
statement of my Government's views «J **« .
question. Hothing has bean changed or modifies
in any way**

17. Tne minutes of the meeting of the Administrative

Committee of toe 5, 1951. ™eord I report by Mr. KLaustein

as follows!

In the conversations with Hr. Ben-Gurion, Mr.
Blaustein said, the Prim© Minister confirmed
the Statement he had given Mr. Blaustein in
Jerusalem August of 1 aat year to clarify the
relationship between Israel and the Jews in
other democracies, particularly in America.

Members of the Administrative Committee re-
ceived Mr. Blaustein«s report with, appreciation
and unanimously approved a motion offered l>y
Mr. Geller, congratulating the President upon
hie impressive and effective activities
In the international scene.

18. The CgaHlite^Rejaprter of September-October 1951

published a news story "Blaustein Gives Views to Zionist

. « • •
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Leaders,11 that had reference to the August 1950 exchange,

adding that a full report would be given at the forthcoming

meeting of the Executive Committee.

19. At the Executive ecmnlttt* meeting in October

19$1, Hr« Blaustein presented a comprehensive report on

recent developments concerning the relations of Israel and

American Jews, largely dealing with the proposal by the

Zionist Organization that it be given special status In

Israel. Mr, Blaustein reported, that Prime Minister Ben-

Gurion had delivered an address at the opening session of

the World Zionist Congress on August li+, 1951, in which he

reiterated a portion of the clarification statement given

by him to Mr. Blaustein in August 1950. Hr. Blaustein then

elaborated upon negotiations and discussions between him and

the Prime Minister on related problems,

20. At the Administrative Committee meeting on

November 19, 1951, Mr. Blaustein reported on continued ne-

gotiations with Prime Minister Ben-Gurion resulting from

conflicting interpretation® of statements made by Mr. Ben-

Gurlon about the relations between Israel and American Jews,

The minutes of this meat ing; reportt

Mr. Blau stein stated he had personally
received three cabled replies and a letter
from the Prime Minister in which the Prime
Minister had reiterated that nothing in what
he had said departed from his August 1950
statement.
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The need for further clarification was
suggested to the Prime Minister, and on
September 30, 1951* on© was received from
him which quoted In large measure the cla-
rification statement £iven In August 19f>Q.
This latest one, however, Mr. Blausteln
stated, incorporated a highly undesirable
reference* « . •

21t In his addresa at the annual meeting of January

25» 1952, Dr. Slawson said the followingI

In Mr. Blauatein*s important correspondence
with Prime Minl-ster Ben (Jurion, I find this
one sentence:

"It Is, of coura©, a foregone conclusion that
the aid given Israel by an American lew (Zionist
or non-Zionist) muat be don© within the frame-
work of American Interests and must in no way
conflict with M s obligations, duties, and
responsibilities as a citizen of his own
country, the United States of America."

I need not dwell on the tremendous help that
the American Jewish Committee has given Israel
under the leadership of Mr. Blauatein and his
predecessor Judge Proskauer, but the principle
spelled out in that sentence has always guided
and will continue to guide all our activity in
this area*

22« Dr# John Slawson, in his report, "Problems •

Pacing American Jewry," delivered at the annual meeting on

January 30, 1953* aaidi

Present Zionist efforts to snatch other kinds
of responsibilities are not succeeding because
they are not consonant with the pattern of
American voluntarism. Favored by the Amerloan
WMdLro?mm& and tradition, of liberalism, our
President, Jacob Blauotein, was able to do a
magnificent job through fae#-to-fac© contact
with Israeli Prim© Minister, David Ben-Ourion,
in resolving any possible conflict of dual
loyalties.



23• On August 5># 1953# the American Jewish Committee

Issued a press release criticizing Dr. lahum Goldraann for a

reported statement abotit American Jews and Israel made at a

meeting of the World Jewish Congress, Tne release appeared

In the fovm of a statement mad© by Mr. Blausteln. After re-

affirming the AJC's 19i|-9 Statement of Views {"Citizens of

the United States are Americans and citizens of Israel are

Israelis11), Mr. Blausteln then saldf

Three years ago, In fact, the Prime Minister
of Israel himself, David B©n»Gurion, In hla
August 1950 statement on the occasion of my
visit at his invitation to that eoumtry,
speelfIcally repudiated the strange doctrine

now propounded by Dr. Goldmann,

Mr. Blausteln then went on' to quote from Mr. Ben-®&rlon*s

statement*

2ij.» At the Executive Comtaittee meeting of Ootober

1953* Mr. Blaustein reported on the relationship between

Israel and Jew® In ether countries. He summarized develop-

ments since the issuance of the August 1950 statement and

Informed the meeting that his statement of August 5* 19S'3i

(see #23) had produced from Dr. Goldmann a cabled denial

that he had made the statement attributed to him. Further*

more, Mr*Blausteln reported that Mr. Ben-Ourlon's offiee had

written to him "dlaaasoslating that government from Dr.

Oroldmann's statement If made as reported and affirming his

own adherence to the views expressed In his official state-

ment of August, 1950«*
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25. In a report to the Administrative Committee

H its meeting of November 5, 1953, Mr. Blausteln reviewed

the developments reported la #23 end #2i&.*

26. At the annual meeting of January 195&» Irving

M. Snaml, speaking on "Highlights of 1953tM summarized Mr.

Blaustein*a orltioism of Dr. Ctoldmann'a statement end the

replies it produced,

27. Mr. Blaustetn, In his presidential address at

the annual meeting of January l9Sk$ "The Fight for Freedoms

Problems and .Prospects,11 said, in parti

On the occasion of my visit to Israel in
$ttgK«%j 1950, Prime Minister Bert-Gnrlon,
after & series of conferences, issued a
ddoia/retioRj, aoncxirrecl In by President
mizm&un, on the relationships of Israel
to Jews 511 other lands. . * •

Subseouently, as so often happens, the two
extremist HPtupa described Prim® Minister
B—"#tttfj»*'l declaration as a mar© "tactical
manoeuvre" r̂s.d accused the American Jewish
Committa© of being incredibly naive•

Well, Ben^Ourion is n© longer Prim® Minister
of Israel, and after tomorrow I -Mill no longer
be President of the .toerlcsn Jewish Committee.
This seems th© appropriate tira©, then, to ask!
2s It not a fact that the 19f?Q Israel declaration
played an irspoa'tant role In allaying strife
OT©r the issv.B of "dual loyalty** for all except
the die*fa.sr6s in tbe ttWfican Jewish consRunlty?
Is it not a fact that the declaration helped
make larael ̂ lore realistic than It had pre-
viously been about the true attitudes and
aspirations of American Jews?

No guarantees* of ecrarae, can he offered for
the future, 'Extremist groups on both sides
may again make "dual loyalty" a major issue
in American Jewish life.

28. 1% the January 195?+ annual meeting, e. silver

presented to Mr. Blausteln by Senator Herbert H.
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Lehman, recording %h* A-JC*3 adalrafcloii and appreciation of

Mr* B3jatuit«ltt*3 leadars£iip« Thm inscription on th« plaque

th# following, among ©th#rt

Your sIctesmimaMp s«K*ur»ad gifeet
aid for IflRMl UN clar i f ied tto# relat ions
of feB»rl#«is J®vt to that nation*

195%

» on ttw f irni , " , ^ # i.̂ « eoxit«nt;« of

at tha .January I95-.; sixnmal

other things* tha 1950 exohaoga of

J0» In his ppasi<S«aiIal acldi»«»«t "Taafcawoat of

<3«liv«r»d at tl::-e «RHM| naatlagcf

::»g©l t a i i s

I« i t iM^Gsisfsrf to 2*ap»«i wlmt w© a l l
that t h i s coiaea:rfi lAtt Isra&l is«s BUtiBflll ia
MMMB uith tea doetria© o? ISsolo-gy of J i

l if KU&QBQ wiio has fefa® j;i;..,htaat
•• .-.v3 witfe Jlmariean itistlfe?.?.tio

tis* atiit&diM of iaafi**© J«y« hmmi
t;hat slils Involves no fSMMftion of loyalty
i l i s , Tlit Icyalty &nd elleglaaos of

<J*©w# ai»a iinraservddly tc t,h# U i

tlAritqf tf *fe# dlatinetion
laraal i l i l l M M

In 7
of the OfnHllMi i;kroii.gh

conferences vilt'h iaa-flmpf.on* then T

31 # In an ad&paas dalivarad at the mraximl aeetlag of

19J>6# "Tha Purauit of Husan SqiisJLltyt
 n Mp«

sa-ldt

Let ma slsig'l© out only t«o aaofe mlleatonea
of otir <wr«wt>.?Vl past,, 9%MHNI



of Israel* (XT effects %bap@®$»mt% have
reflected a &l l i t i l
(neither SJUnaijti nor jttiti^rioalst) c
with i t« vnM:..ildinc as a vital, spir i tual aai
WsitaFtJ, center en€ with the development of
i t s capacity to provitfa a h««r<». ml a fr©#
ned dlfrnifled l i fe fo? those who cto-?ir« ®v
need fee • satire i t their ho&»f also ve hew

ttniiiii'niii with iiPaeX1,*-! role ss a ?*#->
lf of the 'Ualtftst States in the

% in foeualag on praefcleal
t h ih l i

the leportent ssrr*$es •»#
the erltieiaro we b.av» i.t

h«¥» fe®«R pUTWUHt With tfa© full
of the basi« pi 'iniii (coatalnscl la th© his*
torte •$*>••':©:®,«it we work«4 ©at in Israel In
tugBCt 295fi S'*tfe °r* "J^Xstei* • en-'uyf on)
that "citisena of HDit&d States are
and titlsM^i a€ r<srasl saws l inMUi

J2 . la e,n address fcifowt the aaaual

1956, Tensions U| tti Middle Wfmt m& !?heir n-ipaot
81 st#%#ii

the ptiif five fetrs* the &J6
Israel i« ¥®r|- aaagr wiy»« lf« hmm imlp&& to

y »-'Ot'H n&P ftm«2li tad.
f 'w; it «• bQllwe to b©

ship between Israel and «aaa? mm
essasaaity* A atjop eestri'tetioij, fe® whicii we
eea take e » d t i was tb« st*Rt«awat Issued
th» yri';» :f;iiiist©r cf Isrsel S» 195C,
bis tmmrn FWiUliii *fft?"» XMNII Bl,e.t!«teiR its
the former erajneiated !sh# complete BB4

y f f i i the Stmt® of Xmreel..
of HMNM tflMI • * • la l iFtel st tbe tt»t« T

l d that hftd I t not b®#Ti f&p th#
of ^ecob :5limtt©in# fb^t

fcv HM PHat Ifinltter neT«r wî Uf

In Ms tiifrets OB. the teertenis C««»«i2 f»

the Exwotiv© *:*oai»fl meeting

to the
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I feNftl for nnd&rst&ridinr HM relations between American

and Israel*

31;* The Ccuarmnity Affairs reps.t»t:u«at' of .AJC mmm

\me of the RXitu&tfttxi * Bda-^lwrioia i tel*rs.t loa 1®

d5 iiovioaiomi and a#©t-ing»» .

35 . f!i.© .i'oSnt P#f«n»«e App««l mmi.e wids use of ttm

- -sm-fnirioB M^MBfi i« I t s ftuad-mlsirii* ftctivi-

•tl®s^ 'isis£; the ciisclttffitlotf! with ^rcMtieflt; ©ITcctiviwnK&ae in

la tftdlvi&Rftl donors*

* # « # # «

ftl ascoeirpt fro». IhS AflMiiia^l stateatant to

Mini liter itfedNnHtai ©n lnupgH ?3» 195'0# appeal's In 4

rT of Jewish •uotr.^ousj (Crown ?«bllih.ars» I*7*f 19S&}»

edi.ted. b j Rabbi Jogaph L, r^roxi* a leading .aa^t^ep or ^JC

Nllwiuk^e «b©.pter. T>i# <rttote«t,too* i s ineluclatd, tinder th#

Ing "jKDiriiii HM «/'*'«' 1 f' M i l i i te A *

lsd
10/29/;%


