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AJC USE OF THE BLAUSTEIN - BEN-GURION EXCHANGE
OF VIEWS OF AUGUST 1950

The exchange of views between Mr. Jacob Blaustein,
then President of the American Jewlsh Committee, and Mr,
Daviad Ben-GuriOnm'Frima Minister of Israel, on the re-
lationshlp between American Jews and Israel, issued on
hugust 23, 1950, was geelaimed by the Ameriesn Jewlsh.
Committee and used extensively in 1ts stetéments snd
program estivitles. The following is & compilaetion of
the more readlly aveilable referénces to this declaration
in AJQ publications and reports,é

1« Om August 28, 1950, Irving M. Engel, then
?héinman of AJ¢'s Exeoutive Committee, sent qut & letter

to all AJU msmbers with a reprint of a New York Times
dispatch from Jorisalem sumnarizing the exchange of views
betweeni Mr. Blaustein and Prauniler BehmsGurion,

2. The Committée Reporter, August-September 1950,

carried & lengthy firste-page story, "Americen Jews Owe No
Political Loyalty to Israel, Ben~Gurion Tells Blaustein at

Jerusalem Parley."

#3ourcesi Annual Peports; minutées of meetings of
Ixesutive Committee & Board, Administrative Committee cand

Board, Stegring Committee; Committee Re orter, 1950 to date}
also press reléases, membership Tetters, miscellaneous

dgcuments,

g



dv» AJC press release, Sepiembspy 9, 19501 "Israsli
Premierts First Officlal Declaration Clarifying Relatione
8hips between Israel snd . Jeoirs: 4in United States and Other
Free Demoeragles Halled by Blausteln as 'Document of Hise
toric Significance,!"™ The texts of both statements of
Apgust 23 ahd the text of Mr. Blaustein®s stotement of
September 9, 1950, on his returi from Isrgel, were @ppended
ta the news story,

i+ The CGommittee Reporter of October 1950 reported

in deteil in & first-page story on My. Blamsteints mission,
and published the full text of the exchange of viewss

5+ On Qctéber 3, 1950, at a meeting of the Steering
Gommittee of AJG; Mr. Blaustein made his rirst formal report
pf his missions Minutes of this meeting econelude with the
following paragrapht

Judge Proskauer then sought the privilege

of moving the enthusiastic approvel 6f the
Steering Committee and its congratulations
to Mr. Blaustein on his magnificent achieve~
ment, , o +This motion was unanimously and
enthusiastically carried.

6« On October 15, 1950, Mr, Blaustedn reported on
his mission %6 the Exegutive Committee. Following his report,
the following resclution was introduceds

The Executive Qommittee of the American

Jewish Committee heils with enthusiaam the
achlevement of Mr, Jaceb Blaustein, President
of the American Jewish Committee, in obe
taining clarification from Prime Minister _
Ben=Gurion of the relationship between Israel
and American Jewry, The historiec mission
which Mr, Blaustein undertook at great personal
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spoprifics w1l)] ba found to be of banalit
not only to our organizetion, but to the
Jowlgh comemnlty 28 g wholg. Our de
gratitude gocs Yo Mr, Rlaustein for the
antiring offorts end tha leedership he has
civen to our orpenizstion on this end other
vitael issucs.

The minutes af the meeting revort thet bhls rgsoivtion wos
sdopted by on sntbuslastic plsing vobe.”

74 On Novembér 9, 1950, & lotter Mm;- to ell AJC
manbers by bhe President, reportisy on the Octaber neeting
of the 'zesutive Gommlttes, contained an acsgunt of e,
mlamstelnts report and the fissl text of a segund resolution
adopted on the subject by thet bodyt

The ixecutive Committee of the imerican
Jewish Committee commends the stetement made
by the Isrgell Prime Minlster, Dgvid Ben=
cuprion, on the cccaaisn of the State luncheorl
in honor of Jacod Blgustein; Prealdent of the
imerican Jewish Copmittes, in Jerusalem on
mgust 23, 19506 .

With thiz signifieant sbatensnt dr, Dehw
surion has now made clear in unegaivccsl
terms the officiel and considere poalition
of the lsraell govermuent on three points
of mejor concern to American Jews, as followsji
(1) Recognition by Izreel thet Jews of the
United 3totes, as o Quumiity and os individualsy
have only one politidal sttechment) namely, to
the United 3tetes of ‘merics « 2 fact wnleh we
Americuns have elways rogarded as axiometlqy
(2) Respvet by the Government and people of
1sreel for whe integrity of Jowish 1life la Ghe
demoeratic tountries; ond the right of ths
fpdsh commimndtiés to develop thelr indigenous
aocial, economic, end culturel institutions in
sccordsnce with thelr own needs and aspirationa.
(3) Acceptsmee by Israel of the fgot that the
Jaws in the United Jtates do not 1ive "in exile,”
and that ‘merlca is howme for theme ‘

Thie stotement &fspels ony gonfusion con-
cerning the relations of Israel with the Je.ish
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commmitiea of this and other Jandase The
consequences cannot fall to be bemeficlal
both to American Jowry and o Taracls s o *

ﬁ_q The

gunittes loperter of Tovgmber-Decembuy
1550 cerprled :.i lengthy {irstepage repord of the procsedings
of the rxecutive Comaittec meeting, under the hesdlins
Pauecess of Talks by BeneCGurisn, ~laustein Halled by All aa
Vpeneficlal to Israel and fmexican Jowrge'® This lssue
slss contsined an editorisl comuent (in & godumn entltled
®ominton®) 6n the hlstoric Imporssuce of this declerstliong

9. The imericsn Jewlsh Yenr Dook, vole 53 (1952),

mubllshesl tha full texts of the letorchenge belueen Hre
Aleustein and Fremler Pon=Guriorn,

156, iIn his pdépeas at AJCla anmual meeting 1o
-muase 1651, Hr. Pogel discussed the 4mportence of the
rlausteln=hensGurion sxchange and seld, in perés

This stetement, resiliing Ppom a series of
gonfeérences both here and in Jerael, waz am
official rrénoWamﬁ’a of the I‘smah roverns
ment, subscribed Lo by 1ts president; end hes
teken ite place zs & nanliPesto of the utmost
historic signiflicuntes It was recognlzed and
heiled ae sueh by Jeus all over thé world == in
Tnglend, Weshern Buropes 2friek and Latin ‘mericey
as well as in she United 3tatess The role of
our Couraittee sad 1hs president in achleving
this important clerificetion has beeh ¢xtens
3ively recognizeds

13, Yipe Mausteds, in his eddress ab Lus annral
mecting of the AJ0 in Jamuery 1951, SPOke sbout e signie
flpance of the exchange of views, congludingt

Tt 1s my bellef »= I, of tourae, gonnot muarsntee
it we that we m:iu:iaaglfy a8 Tinished busineszs,

the previcus sonfusion thet existed as to the
palabionship of Isreel to Jews in pther countriess
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12+ Dr. John Slawson; in his address at the annual
‘.meeting in January 1951, referred tg the BlausteinsBen-Gurion
Statementsi

Judge Proskauner contributed this pregnant
thought to the thinking of the American
Jewliah Committeet that regardless of
dirfferences in philosophy or in points of
view, there were always areas of agreement
that could be utilized as a basis for actions
It was with this in mind that we approached
the problem of Israel. It was through a
practical application of this attitude that
Mr. Blaustein was able to obtaln the historiec
stetement from Prime Minister BennGurion with
whieh you are all familiar,

13. The Committee Reporter of February-March 1951

in reporting the proceédings of the annual meating of Jentdary
1951, swimarized Mr« Blsuwstein?s address and referred to the
BenaGurion declmrations

¢ At the Administrativé Committee meeting -of
February &, 1951, Mr. Blaustein mentioned s recent statement
attributed to Mrs BenwOurion with respeet to the reélationship
between Isrmel and world Jewry; Mr. Bladstein reportsd that
he wegs in contact with Ambessador Ebefi about this and was
looking toward a clarificatien of the revent statement in
the light of the 1950 exchange.

15¢ At the Administrative Committee meeting ¢f March
6, 1951; Mr. Blaustein read a lengthy letter from Mr. Eban,
mdvising that he was lnstructed by his government to state
éategorically that the Prime Minisater still maintained the
Pesition dnunciated on August 23, 1950, and that any report

ta the Seutrary was entirely misleading snd untrue. -
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The minutes of this meeting state that the bellef wds eX=
pressed "that the 61arifying,statement of Aupgust 23 has
been glven such wide 4! stribution, both within and outside
Israel, that intentional departurs from it seems very
unlikely.*

16, In his address before the Execubive Committee
nesting of May 1951 Mr. Blausteln referrea further to the
exchenge betwedn him and Ambessadoy Eban,; <doncluding with
the followlng information, as recorded ln the minutes af
thet meetingi

In another letter, dated March 16, 1951,
Ambassador Eben advised, "Fhe whole of

My, Pen=Gurionts address on August 23, 1950". &» @
the Clariflecation Statement, . . "remains to

this day and for the future an authoritative
stetement of my Government's views on this
question, Wothing has besn chenged or modified
in any ways" :

i7. The minutes of the neeting of the Adminlstrative
Comuittee of June 5, 1951, record a repart by Mre Blaustein
as followa?

In the conversations with Mr, Ben«Gurion, Mrs
Blsustein seld, the Prime Minister conf irmed

the Statement he had given Mr. Bleustein in
Jerusalem August of 1 ast year %o clarify the
relationship between Israel end the Jews in
other democracles, particularly in America. & « =

Members of the Administrative Committee re-
celved Mr. Blaustein's report with appreclatiofn
and unaenimously approved a motion offered by
Mr., Geller, congratulating the President upon
his impressive and effective activities

in the internstional scene,

18, The Commlittese Reporter of September=0ctober 1951

published a news atory ”Blaﬁstein Bives Views to Zionlst



- 7 =

Leaders,” that had meference to the August 1950 exshange,
adding that & full preport would be given st the fortheoming
eetling of theé Exegutive Committee.

19. At the Executive Qommittee meeting in OGctobey
1951; Mr. Blausteln presented a gomprehensive report on
recent developments concerning the reletions of Israel and
Amerlcan Jews, largely dealing with the proposdl by the
4ionist Orgenization that it be given special status in
Israel. Mr, Blaustein reported that Prime Ministeir Ben-
Gurion had delivered an address at the opening session of
the Warld Zionigt Congress on August 1li, 1951, in whieh heé
reiterated a portion of the ¢larification statement given
by him to Mr. Blaustsin in August 1950, Mr, Blaustein then
eleborated upoh negotiaetions and dlaocussions betwéen him and
the Prime Minister on releted problems.,

20, At the Administrative Committes meeting &n
November 19, 1951, Mr, Blaustein reported on eontinued ne«
gotiations with Prime Minister Ben=Gurior regulting from
conflicting Iinterpretations of stateménts made by Mrs Ben-
Gurlon about the relatlons between Israel snd American Jews,
The minutes of' this meeting report:

Mr, Blaustein steated he had personally
received three cabled replies and a lJetier
from the Prime Minister in which the Prinme
Minlster had reiterated that nothing in what

he had said departed from his Angust 1950
statement,
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The néed for further clarification was
suggested to the Prime Minister; and on
September 30, 1951, one wes recelved from
him which quoted in lerge measure the cla=
rification statement given in August 1950,
This latest one, however, Mr. Blaustein
stated, Incorporated a highly undesirable
referenee. « o o

21y In his address at the annual meeting of January
25, 1952, Dry Slawson stld the followingt

In My, Blaustein's important correspondence
with PFrime Minkster Ben Gurion, I find this
one sentence:

"It 1s, of course, a foregone conclusion that
the eid given Israel by en Americen Jew (Zionis}
or non=Zionist) must be done within the frame-
work of American interests and must in no way
confliet with his obligatlions, duties, and
responsibllities as a citizen of his own
eountry, the United States of Amerlca,"

I need not dwell on the tremendous help that
the American Jewlsh Committee has given Israel
under the leadership of Mr, Blaustein and his
predecessor Judge Prosksuer, but the principle
spelled out 1n that sentence has always guided
and will continue to gulde all our activity in
thig eres. '

22, Dr, John Slawsen, in hig report,; "Problems
Faeing American Jewry," delivered st the annusl meeting on
Fanuary 30, 1953, saidi

Present Zlonist efforts to snateh other kinds
of responsibilities are not succeeding because
they are not consonant with the pattern of
Americen voluntariaii, Favored by the American
eavironment and tradition of liberalism; our
President, Jaeob Blaustein, wes ablé to do a
magnlficent job through fece-to=facée contact
with Isreel's Prime Minister, David Ben=Gurion,
in resolving any possible conflict of dual
loyalties, |
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23, On August 5; 1953, the Americéen Jewish Qommittee

1ssued & press release critliclzing Dre Nahum Goldmann for a
reported statement about American Jews and Israel made &t s
meeting of the World Jewish Congress. The release sppeared
1a the form of a ststement made by Mr, Blagustein., After re-
affirming thé AJCYs 1949 Statement of Views Gﬁcibizﬁnaho?
the United States are Amerlcans and citizens inIsrééi'ire
Israelis™), Mr, Blaustein then saldi |

Three years ago, in faet, the Prime Minister

of Isreel himself, David Ben-Gurion, in his

August 1950 statement on the occasion of my

visit et his Invitation to that eountry,

spéeifically repudieted the strange doctrine

now propounded by Dr, Goldmenns
Mr. Blaustein then went on to nuote fiom Mr. Ben-Gurionte
statement

2, At the Exetutive Qommittes meeting of Odtober

Israel and Jews in ¢ther countriess He summarized develop=
ments since the issuance of the August 1950 statement and
ihformed the meeting thet his statement of August S,‘l953,
(see #23) had produced from Dr., (Goldmann a cabled denial
that he had made the statement sttributed té him., Furthere
moreé, Mr,Blaustein reported that Mr, Beri=Gurionts office had
written tc¢ him "disassoslating thet government from Dr.
Goldmannls gtatement if made &8 reported and effirming his

own adherence to the views expressed in him offigial statew

ment af August; 1950,F



25, In a report to the Adminlatrative Comalttee
8t 1ts meeting of Névember 5, 1953, Mry Blaustein reviewed
the developments reported in #23 end #2ls

26, At the esnnuasl meeting of Januery 195L, Irving
M¢ wagel, speaking on "Highlights of 1953," summarized Mr,
Blaustein's criticism of Dr, Goldmsnn's stetement and the
replies Iv produceds

27+ Mr, Blaustein, in his presidentisl address at
the annual meeting of January 195l "The Fight for Freedomi
Problems and Prospeéects,” seld, in part?

On the occeaion of wy visit %o Isyael in
ragust, 1950, Prime Minister BeneGurion,
efter & serieg of conferences, 1ssued g
declaretlon, concurred in by President
Welzmann, on the relationships of Israsl
to Jewaz in other lands, » »

Subsecuently, as s¢ often heppens, the two
extremist groups deseribed Prime Minister
BeneGurion's declarstion ns a mere "tactical
mariceuvre” and accused the American Jewigh
Committee of being ineredibly naive,

Well, Bene=Gurion 1s no longer Prime Minister

of Isrsel, and after tomorrow I will no longer
be Presidsnt of the Americsn Jewish Committeeé.
This seems the appropriate time, t hen, to sski
Is 1t not a fect thet the 1950 Tsrael declaration
pleyed an importent role in sllaying strife
over the issue of "dual loyelty" for a2ll except
the dieshards in the /merican Jewish community?
Is 1t not & fact thet the declarstion helped
make Iarael more realistic than 1t hsd pre-
viously been about the true attlitudes and
esplrations of American Jews?

No gnarentees, of course, can be offered for
the future., ¥Extremlst groups on both gides
may again make "dual loyalty"™ a mejor lgsue
in American Jewish life,

28, At the Jenuary 1954 annual meeting, e sllver

plague was presented to Mr. Blaustein by Senstor Herbert H.
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Lehman, recsording the AJCYs admiretion end aspreciatilion of
fire Plausteln®s lesderships The lnsgription an the plagie
contalned e following; smongz other, tributes:

Tour wtitesmanshly sseured grést saterial
aid for Israel rmd clarified the relations
of Jmepleen Jews #¢ that gablion,

29. The Jommittee Reporter of Februarye-March 195k
- reperted, on the firit poge, the contants of Hrs Hlausteintd
dddres? ab the Jemuary 1954 snnual mesting, menticoning, cmeng
other things, the 1950 exchauge of viewse

30e Im Bis pfesidentlial &ddress, "Pestament of
"resion, " deliwversd 8t th) snmual meeting o Jarmary .;'9;55,;
Mre Hgel asldi

18 it peccssary %o repent whabl me @ll koow =e
that thla concern with Isrssl hss nothi A
comwon with any doctrine or {devlopy of Jewlah
nationslism? Anyons who has’ the alightest
aoqualntonce with Amerlean institutions and
with the attitudes of Amsricen Jaws kaows

that this invelves né question of loyalty orF
sllegclances The loyalty end silegiance of
Ame::iawl Jogd aps unpaservedly bte the Unlted
Statess

Purther ¢larity of the distluection between
Iaraell citlzens and Amerisan Jowish citizens
vitka gecured in 1950 by Jaseob Plsuateln, then
president of the Gmmﬁtt@e Lhrough perscnal
conflerences with Ben-@xnrfog, then Tarasli
Prime Minister,

31s I an addpess delivered @t the annual meeting of
Japuary 1956, "fhe Pursult of Juman Dqualitys” M. Zlsustein
R ’

Let me singae oubl only two more milestones
of our gvoat® )l past. “hore wez oulr SuppOrt
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et Israel, OJup efferte throughout hevé
réflected & graguatie; nopepolitieal
(neither Zionist nor mmiti-Zionist) concern
with 1ts upbullding es e vital spirituel and
enlturnl eenteor and with the devslopment of
its Cepecity to provide a havon and & free
and dignified 1178 for those vho deslire or
need to make it thelr hoemes also we have
Lesn gomesorned with Lspreglls rols os & ré-
11eble ally of the Unlted Btetes in the
Mldals lasts 1Im focuglmg on prectical and
fnwaniterian rspects; rather than politieal 4
the ifwmportent sorviceés we hava rendered end
the eriticism we have et times directed
toward Taresl and btoward dupr owa ‘overnaent
vave beer pursued with the full reslizallon
af the bhaale pramige {coantalned Tn the hige
torlie stetement we worked out in Teraal in
Augugt 1950 with Prime Minlster Bene-lupion)
that "citizens of United States are fuerloundg
end ettizens af YTavesl aro Yaraella.”

32. In en address bpeforse the ennual meeting of
Jamary 1956, TFanaions in the Middls Rent and Thelr Nupact
upon Ameriecen Jews," Dr, TsedoreTBbls steonsdd

Mring the pest five ysers, the AJ0 alded
Iareel In very many wWeyse We have belped ta
elarify hath for Tsweellis and for Jows eolse-
whers, whgt we baliéve to be tha relalionw
ghip batwoen Tsreel snd our own Jewish
cormunlity. A major ¢ontridution for which we
gath tnke eredit was thé statement issted by
the Priaé Minister &f Israsl in 195C, after
bie conferenss with Jecob Blgusteln in whieh
the former emineiatéd She complete and une-
quelified geparntion of Americen Jews poe
litically from the State of Isrsels /fg one
of these whe wed Ln Isreel gf the timg, T am
eonvinesd that had 1t not been for the
insiatouee of Jecod Pleugteln, that stetes
ment by the Prime Min!gter never would have
heen Lasusnd,

33 In s edfir¢er or Ve Spepicsn ZSoumell for
Mdsise nefars the Txecutive Tuard weoting of October 1956,

Dre Alewson pefgrred to the laustein-Befeiuriaee pichéhge
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a8 ® besde for wnderstandiny the ralations betweer. Americsiy
Jeuws and Isveal. ‘

' 3« The ﬂu;amrmit.y Ar“airs Depprtment of AJC mede
oxtensaiva wse of the Slaustein = Heén=Curion declaretion im
chaapter df afusaions and meetingss

| 35« The Jolmt iefense Appeai made wide use of the
B‘iaﬁaﬁ-m.g; = Pan=inrdon stvhenpge in lts fund-rrising acétivie
tdosg tsing the declaretion with greatesb effagtiveneas in

appeals §o Imdlvifduel donorse

fn axearpt from Mr, Alaustsiads stetemsnt to Prime

Finlster Peaneturfon on August 23, 1950, appears in 4

Tresmury of Jewish Cuototiong (Crown Publishers, ¥.Yey 1956)
edited by Habbd Josepb L. 'avon, & lesding member of AJC'w
Miiwevirge chepbeds 2@ quotetion. i3 ineluded under the heade
ing "imerisad The Jew #nd Judaime in Ameries.”

1sd
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