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Q3 John pehle, you were during the second world war assistant 

As 

Q: 

As 

to Henry Morgenthay Jr. who was secretary of the Treasury, 
and you were personally the director of the Foreign Funds 
Control Division. 

That is correct. 

eseLater on, in Zanuary 2934, you were appointed by the 
president Roosevelt, you were appointed the estecutive direct 
of the War Refugee Board, which was a special agency created 
to help the Jews who were in danger of destruction in Europe 
or who were actually destroyed. Well, this seems to be a 
very strange story. How does one come from the Treasury and 
from the Foreign Funds Control Division to this fery special 
task, and I know that it is a long story, but we have to try 
to.eeto go into it in order to explain how it happeneds,. 
Well, the WRB was established merely because of the Treasury 
Department, although the Treasury had no jurisdiction in 
#efugee matters, which were entirely supposed to be handled 
by the State Department. But the Treasury Department, parti~- 
cularly the people in the Foreign Funds Control, came wpon 
some facts with begard to the handling of refugee matters 
that were so shocking that they were brousht by us to the 
attention of Secretary Morgenthag and he in turn went to 
President Rossevelt and brought thase facts to the President
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attention, and the result was the establishemnt by exécutite 

order of the WRB in Jangary 1944. 

Yes, and what was the specific task of the WRB? I think that 

there was an ordey which established the board? 

Yes. 

Could explain in few words... 

; Well, the most important thing about the WRB was that dramax 

tically changed the policy of the US overnight. B fore the 
board was established, nothing really was being done to help 

Jews who wer: being destroyed in Germany and occupied areas. 

With the establishmmant of the board it became the policy of 

the US to do whatever could be done, consistent with the war 

effort, to help people escape, to help private agencies who 

were pperating in the area,to facilitate the transmissiong 
of funds to areas such as Switgerland which could be the base 
of operations, to assist refugees coming over the torder from 

France into Spain, 411 the things that seemed to have some 

possible effect of alleviating the conditions. 

. Yes, you say that the pokicy of the government of US chapged 
suddenly, overnight... 

That's right. . 

ee-and took a....a complete turn. 
That's correct. , 

Yes, and I think that we have to enter now into the details. 
Well, thee..the fact of the matter was.... 

I mean I would like that the...the necessary things to start 

to talk about policy. What was till 1944, which was very late 
already during the Walees 

Yes, very late. 

e+eVery' late in the war, What had been up till now the..s-let's 
say the policy of the govefPnment of the US? 

; I think the policy ~ to the extent that there was any policy - 

was to ignore what was going on in Europe, to interfere with 

the transmission of stories of what was going on to the Jewish 

agencies in the US, to deny licenses to people who wanted to 

transmit funds to rescue people, and generally not to take 

any affirmative action.
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Yes, and what were the governmental agencies who were spe- 

cifically in charge of these questions, if there were any? 
Well, the State Department had to'do with all these questio 
really, they had to do with the granting of visas to people, 
trying to fheed...flee occupied France, they participated fo 
the US in intergovernmental conferences, such as the Bermuda 
Conference, where these matters were talked about but nothin 
ever happendd., And...so it was really a...the problem of the 

State Department. 

This was the State Department, ut...I think that there was 
at the time a bigse.a lot of pressure in order to change the 

policy.s. 

There was pressure in Congress: Gongressman Cellar for examp. 

was very active in trying to get the State Department to act 
There were people in the State Department, such as Sumner 

Welles, who showed some inclination to take advantages of 

opportunities of rescue, but other people seemad to 

on those activities. 

Yes, if we enter into the details , let's take the visa pdlic; 
Yes. - 

eeeWhat can you say about it? 

Well, all I can say is that the...the consuls that we had in 
France made life very difficult’for anybody who wanted to 

come to the US. 

In France only? 

No, but.eesFrance was one place where this question came up 

very. regularily. They took the position that these people 

might become dependents of the government #fthey came, ®@apite 

the fact that there were Jewish agencies willing to guaranter 

_ that this would not happen, and who iad the funds to back 

Q3 

up the guarantee. There was a strict limitation on sticking 

within the quotas and very often the quotas weren't filléd.., 
Were NOT fill18da? 

Were not filled. And so there was no real attempt made to 

facilitate entry of refugees,én the éonbbuyy very few reachet 

our shores, king 

Yes, and I think that there are very stricking figures bout 

the...about this question of the visa because?

abusous2000
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know if one takes the immigration quotas since 1933...from 

1933 till..elet's say 1944, the amount of refugees that the 

US could and should have received goes up till one million 

and a half people .ece 

Yes. 

Yes, and I think that the exact figures are about 500,000. 

Very close to that, yes. 

You agree with that. 

That is correct. 

Yes, and among these 500,000 I think that the Jews were eve: 

a minority. 

thatccould. be true too. 

Yes, and how do you explain thts? 

I don*t know that I can. 

Try, please. 

Well, this.s.ethe people who were handling visa matters and 

the policy of the Department - State Department - seemed to 

be such that instead of facilitating the entry of refugees, 

obgtructions were thrown in their way. It's as simple as thi: 

yes, I think that we have the...we have some statements whi 

f exist in one of the drafts of this rephrt which was forward: 

to/ the’ President, and which leaded to the creation of the 

WRB, = think there are....I would like you to...to read 
this,for instance, about thesesesabout the visa. Maybe you 

yead this and you choose what yousessesBecause there was a 

committee, a special committe that was appointed to...to 

deliver the visa, No, no, this is underlined. 

This is what..ethis is what Congressman Dickstein stated in 

in the House of Representatives in 1943. He stated: "There 

was no effort of any kind made to save from death many of 

the réfugees whe could have been saved during the time that 

transportation dines were available, and there was no 

obstacle to their admission to the US. But the dest#uctive 

‘policy of our organs of government, particularily the State 

Department, who saw fit to hedge itself about with ruies 

and regulations, instead of lifting rules and regulations, 

brought about a condition so that... thatfeven existion in~ 

migration quotas were filled.# 

Yes, and there is something else about the committee
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Az In 1943, as the facts of what was happening in Germany ar. 

Poland particularily became more known to the public, the 

was a good deal of attention ghven to this in Congress. 

For example, Congressman Diekitsein stated in the House 

on December 15, in talking about the visas. He said: " 

"Phere was no effort of any kind made to save from death 

many of the refugees who could have been saved during ‘the 

time that transportation lines were available, and there 

was no obstacle to their admission to the US. But", says 

Congressman Diekstein,"“the obstructive policy of our 

organs of government, particularily the State Departmext, 

which saw fit to hedge itself about with rules and reg- 

ulations, instead of lifting rules and regulations, 

brought about a condition so that not even the existing 

Quotas were filled," Then Congressman Celler on the floor 

Of the House said, "According to Earl G,. Harrison, who 

was Commissioner of the Immigration and Naturalization 

Service, not since 1862 have there been fewer alzens 

entering the country". He said, "the interdepartmental 

reyiew committee, which reviews the applications for 

visa, are composed of one official from each of the fol- 
“lowing departments: War, Navy, FBI, State and Immigration 

That committee has been Giaueny in its slowness and 

cold—bloodedness, It takes months and months to grant 
the visas, and then it usually applies to a corpseef# 

It is a very strong statement. 

Yes. 

And: what were the reasons which wure brought up by these 

people of the State Department in order...the main reason 

“eeein order not to grant the visa? 

Well, as far as I kmow, one of the areas qn which obst- 

ructions were raised was that these refugees might be 

COME BeoesAsaspublic...dependent on the pbblic for 

support, when they came in, te, $iGa¥Se G8AZhH*ofPEnfPStion 
that various organizations
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were willing to guarantee that these people would not become 

Geese CGependent on the US fro support, 

They were ready to take care of them? 

they were ready to make guarantees to this effect and to tak: 

care of the refugees. 

And didn't they...etoo talk about security reasons, saying 

that these people would be a security risk? 

YeSeee 

eseat a time of war? . 

That was one of the reasons and I have no doubt that the 

FBI prohably felt that the Nazis would use refugees... recruii 

agents among refugees coming to the US, 

Yes, but I think it was Josiah Dubois,who was one of your 

assistants, who wrote in this report that it would have 

anyhow been possible to...even to put these people in camps 

for several weeks or months and to clear them afterwards. 

Yes, they could have been secreenea. 

Yes, they could have been screened. This means the arguement 

isss.eis rather weak, no? 

Well, Iseel think that while some people might have had 

real fears in this regard, I don't think that that was 

something that coujdn't have been dealt with. 

Yes. No, bat the fact that...the mere fact is that...do you 

agree with this? that thes tho were in charge of the problen 

in place of using + let's say the govefmmental machinery to 

help and solve the question of the refugees, used this ma- 

chinery to block everything? 

Well, I don't want to interprete people's motives, but the 

answer is that there were fewux people coming in at a time 

when there was the greatest need for people fé@ find asylum 

in the US. 

Yes, because what is so striking and even shocking is that 

when one studies thise,s.this period, it is the complete 

discrepancy between thee..the emergency aftions which were 

needed because each day counted and each day there were 

thousands of people who were murdered in the death camps, 

and the very slow and bureaucratic and red-tape



Pehle Bob, 322 ~ 7 

Qa which wasSyee 

PEHLE 45 

Ai 

Ag 

By Aecember 1943 the pressure for some action on the part 

of the government grew much more intense, In the Senate 

a resolution had been introduced,signed by twelve differer 

senators and asking that plans be formulated to save the 

Jews of Europe from extinction. The resolution endeds:"We 

have talked, we have sympathized, we expressed our horror, 

the time to act is now long past due." 

Yes, there is a striking fact too, that in all the reports 

and the stets,..statements from the State Department that 

we have read and that we have at our disposal, when they 

handle with the problem of the refugees, and in such a 

case it was as a matter of fact speckfically the Jews, 

they never dared to use specifically the word "Jewish", 

they always refused this, And there are even quotatkons 

of Breckinridge Long, who was the head of the European 

Division of the State Department, who said that in handlin 

this problem of the refugees, one must not deal with 

people of a particular race or faith. And this is a veryea 
this is very striking. They wanted in one way to drawn 

theyJewish question in a much more feneral problem, and 

the Jews actually were the only one who were in danger 

of imminent death. 

i don't know if they were the only ones, I think there 

were some Poles that were non-Jewish too...B3ut the answer 

is that the basic problem had toddo with the Jews and 

everybody knew it. 

Yes, Everybody knew it. 
Of dourse,. 

Yes. And..iWeil, let's now try to find how the Treasurey, 

which was dealing mainly with financial problems -— with 

money problems * how the Treasury became involved in this 

story and when did it start, and in which circumstances. 

Well, the story goes back to March of 1943. This was befow 

the Treasury had any knowledge of what was going on as 

far as the ..State D partment was concerned. In March of 

'43, the World Jewish Coggress representative in London



Pehle Bob. 322 - 8 

Ws 

Q: 

Qs 

As 
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sent word that the...that there was a possibility of 

rescuing Jews in Rumania, and they got...This was 

brought to the attention of Sumner Wells. (Sumner Well 

was the Undersecretary of the State Department). 

Did they say how many Jews?could be rescued? 

They said ansubs#ntial number at this point. And Summe 

Welles sent cables to our legation in Switzerland, whi 

was a key place because all the information as to what 

was going on filtered into Switzerland, and asked for 

more speckfic information. And then in Apbil, a couple 

of months having gone by, the State Department receive 

a cable from Bern, Switzerland, indicating how financi 

arrangements could be made to melp rescue Rumanian 

Jews, And then the State Department then went back in 

May of 1943, and asked for clarification of the finan- 

cial arrangements. Now, despite the fact thet the 

Treasury was in charge of the financial controls.e.es 

No money could be given without the permission of the 

Treasury? 

No, it had to be.s..the Foreign tunds Control had to 

issue a license, 

This means —- you? 

That meant me, that meant, our staff. And...but this 

was not brought to the Qreasury's attention at that 

point at all. We didn't know that anybody was trying 

to send the funds, or that it was being held up. And 
finally, the State Department got in tough with the 

Treasury and we had a conference with thse State Der- 

artment on this matter. . 

When was it? a 

This was in July of 2943. A 
This means from March to Julyecee . 

That's right. . 

esethere is already a lot of time which passed. 

The day after the conference we advided the State 

Department that wee... 

Could you talk about the conference. Did you partici 

pate yourself ine.. ‘ 

Yes, yeS. 

Qateeethis conference, You remember how the conference
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July 16th, 1943 
Treasury is ready to issue the liecense 

Q@3 

went on? 

Well, not precisely. I just remember we discussed the 

eceee what was wanted, what was needed to...awhat kin& 

should be issued, We daid we'd consider whether the 

safe-guards were such that this would not result in 

foreign exchahge going to the Germans, 

Phis was the concern? 

It was a concern. And the Treasury gp to that point 

hed taken a rather absolute pasition, that there should 
be no communications direct or indirect with enemy 

territory. Ro we had been very rigid on this ground 

ourselves. But the day after the conference in the 

State Department, on July 16, we had resolved our ~~ 

problems and we told the State Department we are pre 

pared to issue the l&cense,. 

Yesg but I think this must have been a real shock,~your 

\agreement for the people of the State Department, be- 

cause as far as the records are true, during this 

conference of July 15, in which you participated, there 

were people of the State Department, like Robert Borden 

Reams for instance, who threw real cold water on thees. 

on the proposal, saying that one shouldn't make an 

agreement with the Germans before letting any Jew 

escape fyom Rumania, which was completely wnong. 

Well, at any event, the Treasury Department decided 

to go ahead. That was on...duly 16. 

This means you acted very quickly? 

Yes, the next day. But the license wasn't issued. We're 

not going through all the delays that took place after 

that; The State Departments had cabled to our Embassyees] 

our legation in Bern, saying the Treasury wants to 

issue that license, and giving the legation the idea 

the State Department didn't think so much of this. And 

the legation came back and said we ought to consult 

with the British, and they donsulted with the British, 

and the British raised objections to this, so there 

was jus}, one month after the other of delay. 

Why was/ the legation of the US in Bern who had to aeth 

with the British?

abusous2000
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Well, because the US and the British had certain joint 
controls on communications With enemy property and enemy 
territory, and that procedure had been established earlier 
But it was used here and the effect of it was to delay the 
issuance of the license much further, 

This means,.af@ter the Treasury gave his agreement, the 
State Depabtment succeeded to delay for how many months? 
That: was the effect of it. — till December. 
from July till December? 
That's right. And then it was only issued after Mr, 
Morgenthayg had taken the matter up with secwetayy Hull and 
made an appointment tossee Seerétayy Hull. And then final; 
the State Department very hurriedly issued the license wit! 
out even consulting us as to what the license would Says 
Suddenly they were in a hurry? 

They were in a hurry at the very end, yes. 

Why? 
Well, because they recognised that....there had been all 

this delay, and we had also uncovered a matter involvinga 
cable that had been sent earlier to the Bern em. «.legatiion, 
Well, that means that the proposal for the rescue of the 
Jews in Rumania was made in Warch, and that from March till 
Mecember, in spite of the fact’ that the Treasury gava their 
agreement as soon as they got some knowle@ge of the facts, 
this means that there was a delay of 9 months. 
Really the Treasury issued to..,indkcated in July that we 
would do it and it was in December that the license was 
issued. 

Yes. And can you tlak about the 

W& PEHLE 47 

plans de coupe sur Claude 
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Ag Fipally in January 1944, the Treasury got in the aet - I 
say finally, because we recognised it was very late, late 

in the war and late in time to do anything about the exter

abusous2000
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extermination of the Jews. The Treasury had encountere 

evidence that was so shocking,that they felt it had 

to be brought to the attention of the President, and 

this was done in January '44, And these are the facts 

which the Treasury brought wp in Secretary Morgenthau‘ 

memorandum @0 President Roesevert: basically the facts 

were that there was a real possibility in 1943 of 

rescukng a considerable number of Jews in Rumania. 

This had been uncovered by the World Jewish Congress 

and its representative in London sent a cable on March 

13, 1943 to their oppositesin the US and said that 

this possibility existed. The World Jewish Congress 

then got in touch with Sumner Welles who was Under=- 

secretary of State, and he cabled our legation in 

Switzérland and requested them to get in touch with 

the World Jewish Congress and get the facts, which he, 

eewhich they did. On April 20, the State Department 

received a cable from Bern, relating to the proposed 

financia} arrangements wit connection with the pyapose 

Ebninoheajof Jews from Rumania and France. 

In France, excuse me, these were mostly children who.. 

Yese ' 

eeecOuld be saved. 

On April..efollowing thet “pril 20 cable, on ilay 25, 

State Devartment asked for further information about 

the financial arrangements. This hadn't been brought 

at all to the attention of the Treasury at that time, 

despite the fact that Treasury was responsible for 

licensing any transactions with Europe, 

Do you remember if the transacg#ion tgusese a lot 

of money? \ 

Oh, it would, Well, I don't remember, but I would 

assume a hundred thousand or so to start with. Then 

finally the State Department raised it with the 

Treasury on June 25, 1943, and we had a conference 

with the State Department on July 15, 1943. At that 

Ronferened sheustshe Dgparkihtay wis funds flaghinge 

tofercnce vA Yok dypdranut wir quit, heqatire 
iP worred aber he poribrty of purds pa lting
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in the hands of the Germans, giving them foreign ex~ 

change, It felt that the arrangements for ge
tting 

Rumanian Jews out had to be cleared with the Germa
ns 

pefore any license was issued, and so forth. The Trea= 

sury was sort of put on the spot in this matt
er, because 

_our genenrak view had been: we didn't allow any t
rans=< 

actions with enemy territory, however we went back
 and 

explored this very thewoughly in the Treasury and
 

decided shat we hade»ewe could put safe-gnards 
in the 

i procedures so that no foreign exchange would co
me to the 

Germans, So the next day we advised the State D
epartment 

that we were prepared to issue the licensees. 

Qs The next daye | 

At es.0n duly 16. Then from July 16 until December,
 some 

five monthes, nothing...no license was issued, And 
no 

[pscense was issued becaus@ the State Depar
tment never 

was ready to say: go ahead, They sent a Gable to the 

lweation thatsaid ‘the Treasury Deportment thinks they'z
 

prepared to tissue a license’. fhe legation in Ber
n then 

took it wp with the Bbitish and the British. and one 

delay after another ensued. And only after Secretar
y 

Morgenthay had written to Secretary Hull and asked fabh 

a conference with Secretary of State Hull did the T
Reee: 

the State Department issue’hutriedly the license th
at 

was necessary, and of course then, it was too late. 

Q: It was too late? 

As Well, it was pretty much too late. The opportunity, the 

situation had changed in Europe by thet time, and was
 

“much more difficult to get people out. And the Rumanian 

were less free to do whqt they wanted to do. 

q@: Yes, it was too late for the Jews of Rumania whatsoever. 

As One reason the State Department might have h
urriedly 

issued the license when Mr. Morgenthau was goin
g over 

to see Mr. Hull, was that we had uncovered some ra
ther 

shocking information to this effect: our legatio
n in 

Bern had been sending information to the US for v
arious 

Jewish orgenizations. Some of this information 
had to d 

with what was happening in Germany and th
eextermination 

of the Jews... 

Q: And in Poland?
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As Waat? 

Q: 4nd in Poland. 

As And in Poland, yes. And finally a cable was sent to the 

legation sayingsplease do not send any more information 

of this nature to the UB, except in exceptional circun— 

stances. We were able through friends in the State Depar- 

tment to bring out that this cable had been sent. And we 

asked for a copy of the cable. iie knew the number of it 

and the date of it, and we asked for a copy of it. And 

when we gos the cable, it didn‘*t contain this instruction 

put it just contained other material that was in the cablle 

So it was deliberately withheld from us and Mr. Morgenthar 

was prepared to take this up with Secretary Hull, which he 

did. 

w? Yes, I think we should enter into the details of the cable 

Because if we don't enter into the detuils it will be 

diffievulLt tosee,to understand. Tu coup la. 

BOBINE $24 

WA PEHLE 48 

At One reason the State Department was on the defensive in 

the matter of licensing the transaction involving the 

Rumanian Jews, and in the end hurriedly issued the liq@ense 

was because of a cable that later became rather famous. 

I am reading now from a memorandum which was sent by the 

general couneillor of the Treasury,Randolph Paul, to the 

senretary of the Treasury, which outlines the circumstance 

under which this cable was sent. "On October 5, 1942, 

Sumner Welles, as Acting Secretary of State, sent a cable 

to Minister Harrison (ovr Minister in Befn), saying that 

reports had been received by the orld Jewish Congress 

of thousands of Jews in Eastern Europe being slaughtered, 

and asked that these. SuBifeteker contact the Jewish 
Wary avartabkte - 

organizations and see what information could be receivedss 

fhe State Department r@ceived several cables in reply to 

this. The most significant was a cable on January 21,1943, 

number 482, It relayed a massage which was stated to be 

for the information of Undersecretary of State, Mr. Welles 

and to be transmitted to Rabbi Stephen Wise, if the Under
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secretary should so determine. This message described 

a horrible situation concerning the plight of Jews in 

Burope, It reported mass-executions of Jews in Poland, 

according to one source six thousand Jews were being 

killed daily. The Jews were required before execution 

to strip themselves of all their clothing, which was 

sent to Germany. The remaining Jews in Poland were 

confined to ghettoes. In Germany deportations were 
continuing, many Jews were in Hiding. There had been 
Many cases of suicide. Jews were being deprived of 

rationed food stuffs. No Jews would be left in Prag 

or Berlin by the end of March. And in Rumania 190,000 
Jews were deported to Tpansnistria, about 60,000 had 

already diedg and the remaining 70,000 were starving. 

sumer Welles then on his own initiative furnished thi; 
information to Rabbi Wise and it was then circulatea 

among the various Jewish organizations and became 

public. That was done on February 9, 1943. (the infor~ 
mation was furnished to Rabbi Wise). On February 10, 
the next day, a significant cable was sent tack to the 

legation in Switzerland. It read.... 

3 By who? 

At Bysesit was sent by tre State Department. It was signec 
with Welbes* name, but this && the way the State Dep- 
artment does things. The cable read: "Your 482, January 
21. (meaning it was referring to the report of the 
extermination which just referred to)~ and the cable 
went on) in the future we would suggest you do not 
accept reforts submittea to you to be transmitted to 

private persons in the US unless such action is advis= 

able because of extraordinary circumstances. Such 

private messages circumvent neutral cowtrkes' censor= 

ship and that by sending them we risk the possi~ 

biligy that steps wculd necessarily taken by the 

neutral countries to curtail or forbid our means of 

communica&ion for confidential official matters." Now 

read in the light of the reference to your 482, January 
el, this cable makes it clear that the people in the
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State Department were seying ‘don't send any more 

messages over about what is happening to the Jews, It 

was quite clear. We were edvised bye. 

It's very strange, because the cable was gent at the 

request of the A,ting Secretary of Seo. 

That's right. 

ASe.eas a matter of fact. 

Butese.L didn't quite understand. 

I mean the.eeethe cabld which forwarded the information 

was sent at the requeStece 

That's rignhte 

oo.0f Sumner Welles. 

That's right. Bhhttevertheless, it was used as a vihicle 

for saying don't send any more information over that 

goes to private agencies’, though the ceble had said ‘ser 

it to Rabbi Wise if you think it is advisable’. At any 

event, we did discover that the cable had been sent and 

we ag@ked for a copy of it. 

Excuse me, a further point:i.e.s.. 

Yes. 

esewhy didn't they want that the Jewish organizations 

get the.s.eget the information? 

Well, your look..eeyouftre dsking for people's motives. 

I suppose that this information necessarily would cause 

greater pressure to be brought on the State Department 

to do something and cause hysteria. They felt it was 

‘inadvisable in any event, 

This was a pressure for actions 

Yes, of course. And immediately emergency mectings were 

held amdNew-York, and people were getting in touch with 

thier congressmen and asking PForeece 

The famous rally of Madison Squ:re Gardens gee 

That's right. 

WAS aces 

eeeA Girect result of this information Being available. 

We then asked for a copy of this cable, and we were 

advised that it was a departmental communication, it was 
strictly a political communicgtion which had nothing to
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do with economical affairs, had only a limited diestri- 

bution within the department, end it...a copy could not 

be furnished. 

But excuse me, why did you ask for the copy of this 

cable? 

Because we wanted to varify that the State Department 

was shutting off information as to what waa happen&ng 

in Burope. 

You had some hint of this? 
Oh, yes. We had a copy of cable, but we wantdd....we were 

told whag the cable said, but we wanted 2 copy of it. 

Finally, the Secretary in a meeting with 5,cretary Hull 

asked Breckingridge Long for this cable...or asked Hull 

for it in the presence of Breckingridge Longecee 

Breckinridge Long was....what was exeetly the function 

of Breckinridge.eecs 

He was in charge of kuropean Affairs in the Department 

of State. Shortly thereafter, Breckinradge Long sent to 

the Secretary a paraphrase cf this cable. However, the 

cable as paraphrased didn’t refer at all to the previous 
cable which made it clear, that waaé they were dealing 

with was information as to atc-scities in urope, ant. 

therefore we were misldad by this reference not being 

included, but we got this information from friends in 

the State Department, so we knew that they had intention- 

ally mislead us. 

Yes, this means that there werese.there are two different 

things: one is concealment of information... — 

Repression Ofcee ° 

Exactly. Repression of inf@rmation is ,a better wordece. 

And the other is misleading us ani failing to.i..to give 

us a copy of the cable that was accurate, and without 

that reference in there it coujd have been a completely 

inogsuous cable. But I think thet it was this circumstance 

~ that they had done this - that enabled the Secretary 

to go to the President and say: they're conceahing 

what's happetting,whatthey are misleading us, and some- 

thing drastic has to be done. : ; 

Yes, this is the real origin of the....9f the ckeation
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of the WRB. 

¥es it is, yes, it is. 

Well, alors, can we enter now into the...into the details. 

I mean, Morgenthayw who was secretary of the Treasury re- 

ported directly to Roese...to President Roosevelt. 

That's correct. He wrote him a very strong memorandum and 

wo had a meeting with Roosevelt and reviewed the matter. 

You participated yourself.... 

Yes. 

eeein this meeting? 

Yes. The Sevretary Morgenthau, and Mr. Debois and myself. 

Do yous..do you remember how the meeting went on? 

Well, I can just remember that the Secretarye.e.the Preside 

was very interested in this end could see that this was az 

important thing that had to be looked at, taken care of, 

and I would assume that he recognized thespolitical im- 
(Our : , 

plications too, as the State Department wes found taking 

these actions which the Amef#ican piblic would not agree 

Yes, and could you read the beginning of the report Ofeee 

of this report? a 

(mumbling on the tape es pages are being turned.) _ 

A: Yes, Morgenthau’s memorandum to the President saids Hone 

of the greatest crimes in History, the slaughter of the 

JewSee.Jewish people in Hurope is continuing umevaded. 

This government has for a long time maintained that thas 

policy is to work out programes to save those Jews and 

other persecuted minorityes of Burope who could be saved, 

You are probably not as familiar as I with the utter 

failure of certain officials in our State Department 

who ‘are charged with actually carrying out this policy - 

to take any effective action to prevent the extermination 

of the Jews in German controled Europe. The State Departme 

officials have failed to take any positive steps reason= 

ably calculated to save any of these people. 

Bhey have used devises such as setting up intergovernmenti 

organizations to survey the whole refugee problem and 

calling conferences, such as the Bermuda conference, to 

explore the whole refugee problem, making appear ‘that
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positive action could be expected. In fact, nothing has 

been accomplished." 

Us Yes, but what is a little bat has....change. 

BOBINE 325 
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as Do you think thatwwithout your...personal actions, the 
action of Morgenthau, the action of the Treasury Depart 

mnt, do you think that the WRB would have keen in any 

casé established? 

At Weil, this is hard to tell,nobwt if any such action hadn't 

been taken, it would obviously have taken even later than 

the WRB...establishment took place. And it was already 

wery late in the war. Otherwise I can't read as to...it's 

clear that the Trdasury was the impetus by which the 

Bgard was established, Whether some other action went 

along to have the same e&fect at some later date, I have 

no way of knowing. 

Qs Yes. And could you try tv explain what happened psycho- 

logically with a man Morgenthag. Because he was obviously 

an assimilated dew, and how did he become so much involved 

in the plight of the European Jewry? 

Az? Well, he had on his staff a...a number of gentile lawyers 

eee 

Q?: As you? 

Az I was one. And they got interested in this matter and 

brought it to his attention very forcibly. And his con= 

seience was such that he recognized he had to act. 

Q: It is the only thing you can say? 

At It seems to me that says it, 

Q: tes. Butee.s»because what is remarkable in the report he 
sent to...to the President is that he talks specifically 

and very strongly about the Jewish problems, and he is 

not afbaid tOeen. 

Ai no, he faced up to the issue very..e.in a very strong and 

eceelorceful way, and he used his own relationship with 

the President, which was a very close one, to get the
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Board established. 

Yes, and he aéted as a Jéw. 

He acted as a mamber of the cabinet of the US wee 
Yes. 

eoolee. don't waht to interprete as...what he did in any 
way other then the facts that we talked about, 
tes. what were the...actually the powers of the rWRB? 
Well, the Board,..the executive order establisheig the 
Board was written in the Treasury Department, and the 
importance of it wses,the f said, it changed the policy o: 
the US... . 
overnight. J 

eeelt stated ‘the policy of the US in rather forceful way 
in first place, it reckted that he was issuing’ ‘this orde 
as President of the US end commander in chief of the arm 
and Navy, He established the Board in his own Executive 
Office. and... | 

: This means imside the TYeasury...the bublding of the 
Treasury. 

It was in...well, we were rhisically located in the 
building of the Treasury, bud the office officialy was 
part of the Executive office of the President, not part 
the Treasury Department. He nyt on the Board the top cab 
cabinet people who concern the Secretary of’ State, the 
Secretary of War, and the secretaty of the Treasury. And 
then he charged the Poard with carrying out this policy. 
And the policy, he said, “it is the volicy of this Gover 
ment to take all measures within-its powers to rescue th > 
vicgtims of enemy oppression who are in iminent danger of 
death, and otherwise to offer these victims all possible 
relief and assitance, consistent with the successful 
prosecution of the war." And then he went on to...in the 
executive order, to direct the State, Treasury and War 
departments to be of assistance to the Board, he arrangei 
for funds to be available,to it, he directed them to 
cooperate with the private organigatitns and to facilita: 
their operationsessces
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Why the Board was called the War, War Refugee Board, 
when it is ‘mown that Morgenthau in his report to 

hoosevelt deals wpecifically with the Jews? And when 

he talks himself about.e.. . 

Well, we weren't excluding non-Jewish refugees from 

Bel pes. 

I understand... . 

eeoesAnd we made that clear in the Board's operation. 

There were Catholic, orgenization who were obviously 

not directing their activity primarily to Jewish reliet 
There were other religiéus organizations who cooperatec 

with the Board. “o it had a broader... 

scope. . 

oo eScoped 

Xes, but it was doness,it was created specifically for 
the Jews, could we say this? 

Lyecel didn" t understund. 

No, I sayy. but can we say that the Board in “spite of 

this was created specifically Peeee 

I think it was recogniaed tnat this was: ‘¢he na jor 

problem we were dealing with. ve 

YeSe 7 
yes. . . 
And what were youreesbecause it seems that you had 
@eeea formal powe¥, very strong, as a matter of factese 
Yes. . é 

eeebut what were the way a of implementing... 
h That wase.e Py : " > 

your action, 

That was left to the WRB and really te nthe staff of the 
WRB to do their best with. : 

Yes, and what were the first steps yousde 
Well, one of the first things we recognized we had to 

was to get representatives of the Board abroad. And 
we sent people to Turkey; to Spain, to ‘London, to- 
Sweden, toeee.work in the field, to facilitate the 

private organizations who were already in the field. 

But this people were mostly members of the Treasury?
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Yes, mostly, not entirely. 

But mostly, 

‘Well, some of them were: The representative in London 

was, our representative in Spain was, Sweden. Not Ira 

Hirshman who went to Trukey, not Hogswell iieClelland, whx 

As 

Qt 

Q3 

Ag 

went to,S8witgerland. 
He was already. I have seen in the order which sesta- 

blished the Board it is said that the Board will have 

to report wery often and very regularly to the Presider. 

Was this aditually dcne? 

Well, we didn't make reports to the Fresident and yery 

‘often we went to the President when there was some 

agtion we wanted him to take or to approve. One of the 

things that the executive order established was that th 

Board's revresentatives abréad would have diplomatic 

status. This was something the State Department didn't 

hike to give, and didn't Like to give to non-State - 
Department people, but it helped our operations a great 

deal. | 

tes, and about the...the first step you took, because 

as a.matter of fact, as you seid, it was already very 

late in the war, already almost five millions Jews tad 

been killed, and it was fYory difficult, as a matter of 

fact, to do something vractically in order to rescue 

the Yews who were still in the hands of the Germans. 

How did you face this...this problem? 

_ Well, one of the things we thought was very important 

was that the Germans know of this new policy of the US. 

Yes. | . — 

And we felt it was important that the significant 

countries fighting Germany, made it clear that 

Germans who Gan...who involved themselves in murdering 

Jews would be punished after the war. And this,we felt, 

would be much more effective now because the war was 

reaching a stage where Germans could see they were 

going to loose, and therefore they had to face the 

problem of what was going to happen after the war. And 

when theyee.. 

But the..ethe Stel..eSatellites... 

Yes, the Sattelites too.



At So we thought it was very important to get an un 

equivocal declaration of warning beamed to\all the 
enemy territary. \ 

w? This was the first step... 
At one of the early steps that we took, yes. 

Q: tes, and was this declaration made? 
At’ There was a declaration.We had an arguement with the 

British aboug this, The British took the position the 
such a declaration would not be effective pointing ov 

that there had. been declarations in the past and that 

they didn't seem to have slowed down theeeethe an=- 
nihilation of the Jews. iie éountered that by saying 

we felt ythaé a feclaration at the time when Germany 
, could see it might loose the war was an entirely 
different. matter... / 

Q? Yes, the first declaration ofa made in December 194% . 
Az: Yes, then the British imposing this, reported to our 

- ambassador in’ the United Kingdom, ‘ambassador Winant, 
and hé reported back that the ~:. 

a: *ardon. ; a
e
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Az Early in the: operations of the. WRB, they were con= 

fronted with the British attitude sbout the! whole 

problem of rescuing Jews from Germany and cceupied 

territory. This came about because Undersecret 

Stettinius; who had shown himself to me to be quite 
favorable to: our operations, referred to the Board 
for comment a message he had gotten from the British 
commenting negatively on the proposal that a new 

warning to the Germans be issued. We replied to Mr. 

Stettinius and in our reply we stated: "The statement 

by the British that the 1942 declaration seemed to 

indicate to the Germans means whereby they could 

distress and embarass the allkzes is not fully under— 

stood. So long that any government participating in 

such a declaration is determined to do all in its 

power to prevent the murder of the Jews, and this
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factsis made clear, it is not...we do not see how any 

such statemnet could embarass such government. On the 

other hand, (and I au reading from our memorandum to Mr 

stettinius) if the position of such government is that 

expressed by certain British officials #9 our Embassy 

in London in December, see cable 8717 from Winant - 

December 15, in simple terms that they were apparantly 

willing to accept the probable death of thousands of 

Jews in enemy territory beccuse of "the difficulties 

of Gbposing aof any considerable number of Jews, shoul 

they be rescued", and if this attitude is known to the 

Germans by virtue of the actions if not the words of 

such governomnt, them the contention that a declaration 

might emberass such govermient has some significance." 

Yes, ae+.0 very great significance as a matter of facte 

Clearly this means that they ee. they would have been 

‘ embarus sea if Hitler would have...if the Nazi would hav 

released the Jews. 

fnis says that certain Jritish officials had expressed 

this view to Ambassador dinant. 

but it is the...they didn't stop to, follow the same 

ling, as a matter of fact. Because I have here a state= 

nent,o&n aide-memo, a mémora~ndum that the British sent 

to the US in March 43, before the Bermuda conference, 

where they say almost the same things. And this: was 

glnost one year pefore. They say:"There is a possibility 

that the Germans or their sattelites may change over: 

from the policy of extermination to one of extrusion 

(this means expelling) and aim as they did before the 

war, at embarassing other countries by flooding them 

with alien immigrants." It is...it is exactly the same. 

And...do you know that the Jews who were in the hands 

of the Germans, the Jewish leaders in Poland, in Slovaki: 

and.,»s.ewhen they could send a message, requested always 

the same thing: they wanted a declaration specifying 

that the bombings which could be made ofer the German 

cities should be explained to the Germans as retaliatory 

bohbings, specifically for the murder of. the Jews, 

At Without attempting to explain the British position,
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perticulerily the one you have just quoted from the aide- 

memoire to plan the bermuda conference, it is true, I 

believe, that if Hitler had said: if they US will eccept 

all the Germenesdews, I'll send them over there, there 

would have been a great deal of embarassment. 

Yese 

» YOSe 

There would have been....No doubt. But tunis is a very 

difficult question. 

Tt is. And the position cf the US in that sort of thimg 

hasseehas changed drastically since the WRB. days. We hav 

admitéed hundreds’ of thousanus of Cubans, we are admitti 

hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese, we admitted a lot 

of Hungerian freedom fighters after the Humgarian revolt 

Mexicans are coming over our border, many even illegall; 

but there is very little attempts being made,in a con- 

certed way,to do anything ebout the immigration. So the 

has been a chenge. 

Today you meant . 

Yes. 

You think that the policy tottay is much more liberal. 

Gh, yes, there is no doubt.’ The Cuban thing,for example 

There was very Little disturbance in the US ,that hundred 
of thousands of Cubans are coming in, very little. They 

_havee..they have done well in the US, and I think it's 

“been a very satisfactory experience. 

Yes, 1 understand what you mean. I am not sure that 

this aree.. , 

completely comparable? maybe not. maybe not. 

Yes. And if...if I ask you what were the achievements 

of the Board. I mean, we will talk specifically tomorrc 

but did the Board basically succeed in its tasks, what 

would you answer? 

The Boardassthe Board succeeded in one task, and that 

was to chenge the policy of the US government. And tha 

was @one very quickly. Right after the Board was es= 

tablished, under*Secretary »tettinius,called ngeand 

asked me to come to his office and asked me what the
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State Department could do to be helpful. And I said, & 

State Department could be very helpful once they under 

stood whet the new policy was. And so he said...asked 

me to be in his office the next morning at 9:30, and 

I came and he had all the Division heads, the operatin, 

heads there and he told them that the policy of the 

State Department was to cooperate a hundred per cent 

with the WRB and he went around the room and said *do 

you understrcnd this, do you understand it, do you 

understand it’ this was a powerful thing. Nothing like 

this had ever been done that I ever heard of. But it 

told the people at the operating le¥el that there had. 

been a change. Ahc there hed been. 

Yes, and they didn't try anymore to.ee. 

Oh, I wouldn*’t say that. wWe...e did have to laze in 

difficulty but...they mew we could go to Mr. Stettini 

and s#raithen them un, and they were minimized that 

WAY. | 

Yes, well, this represents 2 big chenge whatsoever. 

Yes. Now the accomplishments ofthe Board lie in all 

sorts of different ways. One was to give the private 

agencies o feeling they hnd cleiment for them in the 

government. Somebody that .ovld come and fight their 

battles for them. And the most important private agence) 

was called the Joint, the Joint Distribution Committee, 

and the nead of that was a man called Moses Levitt. 

Moses Levitt who came to me immediately and said I 

just chenged his life completely, because instead of 

deffling with everybody in the stat....in the Governmer 

he now had somebody who would take his side. And we 

were able to facilitate the operations of the Joint 

Distribution Committee by transmitting funds, by 

licensing, by sending messages into that they could 

never get through, by supporting their activities 

aceross the border, That is one of the things that 

chaged right away. 

And what were the others? 

Well, there was a matter of false passports. The Latin

abusous2000
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amefican counsuls, many of them, in Switzerland,nad been 

issuing passports the people had paid for. These were 

people who had never been in Latin America, who d&dn'tt 

speak spanish, and these passports really were invalid. 

The Germans rounded up s lot of refugees who had these 

passports and put them in e special camp in France. 

Yittel. 

At Vittel, and started to enquire whether these passport: 

were valid. And of dourse if they weren't, they would be 

shipped out. ve heard about this, and we got the State 

Depsertment to send a message to every embassy we had in 

Latin America, instructing them to strongly urge the 

sovernment not to deny these passports’ validity while 

the war was going on. And we saved by that by that metho 

«senone of these countries tufned these passports down 

while the war was foing on, s@ these people were preservs 

because of that. 

Yess 

But that was the sort of thing possible to do. 

This means the things which were possible to do it was a 

verysee.e very small scale. 

That's right. It was a small scale and it was lage. 

And you. were conscious of this? 

Oh yes. Oh yes, We were very conscious of this. 

Did you heve the....becsuse you were a special agency 

created for specie »tasks,with special powers, did you 

Reise life of the Board the feeling of...of 

emergency, that every.... 

Oh yes, Oh yes. The staff of the Board was very dedicated 

have in +t 

and very absorbed in their job 

BOBINE 327 
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Q: One of the most difficult things to understend is really 

whet does it mean to bes..to be informed. When one lives 

here, in Washington or in Néw-York, what is the meaning 

of Yreblinka, what is the meaning of the extermination, 

whet is the meaning of Auschwitz, what does it mean to 

Imew - I mean, does it penetrate the consciousness of

abusous2000
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the people? and I have the feeling that in many cases it 

didn't - at all, Even if they knew. 

I had a fumny experience preparing for this interview. 

wbviously I know what happened, but mevertheless it has been 

a shock to me to go over it again, to see people's attitudes 

Some of this material we're dealing with, is so shocking 

that people put it out of their minds, or disbelieve it. 

Disbelieve it? 

I had a very peculiar experience in the wHRB. When we first 

got the two eye-witness mipoutis of people thatwwere in 

Auschwitz and had escape d and who were able.eewho were 

able to say definetly what was happening, where it was 

happening, &n what way it was happening in a very convincing 

way, and Board seized upon this because general statements 

that Jews were being killed, people would reject or not 

take seriously, they would...they would try to avoid pbe- 

lieving it. But now we had the eye-witness accounts. So 

we put out a press release, or gelease stat for a 

week after it was out, before it would be printed. And 

we sent it owt. And I had a call fpom Elmer Davis, Eliner 

Davis was a fine journalist, ne was head of the governments 

Information Office — the Office of War information - an 

excellent person, and he asked me to.withdraw this press 

release and to cell it back. And I said,there wasnono 

possibility of doing that, and he said, well, I'd like you 

to come dowmm to see me and to talk to my staff, I went and 

talked to them. And to a man they said it should be with= 

drawn, not because it wasn't true, but that no one would 

believe it, and everyone would say: this is another Belgian 

atrocity story of World War I, some of which turned out not) 

to be true. And thereffire other releases by the government 

would...would be discounted too. Well, we didn't call it 

back, ik's needless to say, but the fact that he felt this 

way, had a real lesson to me, Bhat peonle reject believing 
in such awful things, 

Yes. AS a matter of fact, one of tnese two witnesses is 

@ protagonist of this film, 

Really?

abusous2000
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wt Yes, we met him last week in New-York. All right, now 

I ask youssomething else, about the State Department, 

about the motivations af people like Long, like Reams, 

I can give their names, like Dubrow. Do you think tthey 

were motivated by real and actual anti-Senitism? 

I don't like to ascribe motives to peovle, but I.1.1 

tuink that most non-Jews, and come Jes, are snti*Semiti 

to some extent, 

Oh, they are. 

And I have become conscicus of this myself and I've 

been conscious of the fact that the fact that you're 

Jewish doesn't mean you aru free from prejulice. I had 

an interesting experience in this regard at e« folf-club. 

Golf clubs are Roted for therr prejudices, and....of 

one sort or another. And a long tine ago, three of my 

friends and I decidec to pley golf together every week- 

eng, and we soon found that the puolic covrses were too 

crowded, and we wanted to join a country club. But two 

of them were Jewish, and noone of the regular country 

clubs would accept Jewksh members. So we joinéd a cout 

club that was primarily Jewish, and it worked out fine, 

And we played there ever sittce, although the two Jewisk 

Members have since died, but the two gentile members ar 

still there. About six years ago, the question came up 

of black people wanting to join the country club, and 

‘the question was whether tais country club would admit. 

a black member, And it was a very difficult thing. They 

Lélt this was their club, why should they admit black 

members and so forth, but finelly they were convinced 

that any group of people who had been treated as the 

Jews have been treated, couidn't in govd conscience 

discriminate against blacks, and so we have black membe 

in there. fhey are the most corteous, they are the best 

golfers, and they are very welcome, and they aresecit 

is a complete success, But it was overcome by people 

recognizing that saying ‘not would be showing prejudicc 

which had been shown ageinst them. 

Yes, interesting story. tu reste gros sur lui, jtespere 

nwa far akendt
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Don't move. And you play golf every week? It's possible 

to film you playing golf? 

Oh ne, no, it'sse.-you could show me raking leaves, but 

net playing @olf. 

ws Why not? this would be very good. 

A: No. 

Q: anyhow, a Jewish club, Jewish golf. 

Okay? 

WA PEHLE 52 MUET 

plans de coune sur Pehle et sur Claude. 
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Qs The deportations of the Jews from dungary to Auschwitz 

started roughly around the 15th of May, 1944, Between 

the 15th of May, 1944 and the beginning of July about 

400,000 Hungarian Jews perished in. Auschwity, were 

gassed. And what is absolytely remarkable about this 

is that Germany andiflf and the whole world Imew that 

Germany had already lost the war and the world knew 

exactly too, what was the 'neaning of these deportations 

and everybody knew that Auschwitz was a killing centre, 

and thet the deportations meant sure death for 95% of 

the people who were shipped there. One of the most ur~ 

gent and drametic. requests, which was made at the time 

by the Jewish organizetions and the Jewish leaders who 

were caught in the hands of the Nazi - I mean the 

Jews from Hungaria, the Jews from Slovakia,and this 

recuest was daspatched in the Western world through 

aifferent underground channels, but it went rather 

fast, was the request fer the bombing of the railroads 

Leading to Auschwitz, of the bridges, and even the 

bombing of the killing centre itself, of the murder 

installations, I mean the crematorium, the whole.,.the 

whole system ot killing. I think that the first request 

was made after two Slovakien Jews succeeded to escape 

from Auschwitg and delivered for the first time a full
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extensive and complete report sbout Auschwitz. They 

explained what Auschwitz was, ond they even drew a map 

of Auschwitz, a plen of Auscnwitz. Well, we will not 

enter into the details of the dispatching, but the WRB} 

Was informed for the first time in April about the pre= 

paration whichws made by the railroad authorities, 

Slovakian, Hungarian and German, about the shippment 

of the Jews...,.of the Hungerian Jews to Auschwitz, and 
the war(?) knew...got a specific request in June by a 

letter of Jacob Rosenhein who was the president of 

the Jewish religious orthodox orsenization in New-York, 

where they ask to the Board specifically to intervene 

for the bombing of Auschwitz. f£nd E think that the Lette 

was sent to the Secretery of War Base. 

otimson. 

to Morgenthay, who was the S“crotary of the Treasury, 

to Cordell Hull who was decretary of State, and this 

of course, because you werethe acting director of the 

War Refugee Board came inte hends, Can you explain what 

what happened at the time, 

When this was first raised with us in June 1944, the 

start of the Board was very sceptical about this. We 

anticipated that militerily this would be « very 

difficult project. we felt that reilroad lines are very 

rea@ily repaired and that if you go in and bomb a 

railraod line, the experience hud been: tWithin a few 

days they can put it back together again. Nevertheless 

we did call this to the attention of the War Department 

but with some hesitancy because when the WRB was esta~ 

blished, it was made clear thet we were to take every 

action thatcould be taken consistent with the War 

effort. And we had some real doubts as to whether 

bombers should be diverted from persuing the war for 

this purpose. 

Yes, there are severel points which I would like you to 

make clear. You say thet the railroads can be easily 

repaired, bHis is true... 

That was our understending.
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Yes, this is true, but precisely the Jews who reques= 
ted the bombing of the railroads, I think for instance 
about the Rabbi of Nitra, about deissmendel, knew this 
wery well, and he asked for a - let's say - constant 
wombing of the railroads. And he nsked to for the 

bombing not of the...for the bombing 96r the railroads 
near the concentration points from where the Jewa 
were shipped, you know. This is one point. the second 
thing...you say that this bombing could have divert 
from sue general war effort, but it was very dramatie 
Situation... — 

Yes, it was. And know there is a ereat deal of interes 

in this field and in this guestion. Recently, some 

time agc, when I went to McGill University in Canada 
to talk on the anniversary of the Holocaust, many of 
the questions that I got after ny statement had ‘to do 
with the pombing. there is a lot ot feeling. apperentl, 
that much that should have been done in this area was 
not done. I can only try to reconstruct our feeling 2 
at the time. And as non-military people we were 
hesitant to press the war Department to send bombers 
which would otherwise be used to bomb German cities 

to...for this purpose. ie were concerned about the 

reaction of American people, if troups had been drafte 
into the army to fight this war died in this sort of~ 

expedition. Th That was our feeling at the time. This 

iniasmems ahah aidan’ thd adtet Gabi acaang 
kesthscimvitz, let's say the whole question, this was 

not considered gt the time as « military target. 

Ah.eseapparantly not, apparantly not considered a 

military target. Later on, I understand, that Auschwit: 

wes bombed, but not to...not at that point. 

No, the death installations, the death camp ivself was 
never bombed, what was bombed were the*** 
factories, 

eeefuctories near, in august end in september, twice, 
and tese were the Buna plant factories, wees 

whe IG Farben,
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WRB was divided 

on bombing the 

death camps 

3 

e.ebelonging to the IG Farben and this means that any 

‘how Auschwitz was withingthe range of the...of the 

pombers. 

Well, as you know, after some time had passed and more 

people took the position that not only saould the 

rail-—lines be bombed, but that the crematoria themselve 

should be bombed. Ve went into this matter further wit 

and with much soul searching, because we were very 

concerned that going in we would kill a number of Jews 

who were there, and...and our mission is not to do this 

we felt that the Germans could use this as e« propagande 

thing. But nevertheless, the time came where we felt 

the situation was so desperate that we should ask the 

war department to do it, and we did. 

Yes, but I think it is interesting to follow the .eeec 

to follow the documents and to show how for instanee 

you, in your case, your own opinion changed.e-s 

It did, it did. 

.--during the time. ind there is this other point, you 

say that it wes a big concern - the idea to kill Jews 

but anyhow, they were doomed, the Jews who wers in 

Auschwi tre } 

Yes, that’s true, that's true, and we knew that, but 

nevertheless we were hesitent to do it. Now, there 

was some division in the staff of the WRB on this, 

and Dr. Akin particularily urged that we go ahead. 

But most of the people felt that this was an area 

thatwwe shouldn't get irto. 

Yes. 

“his was on the staff of the Board, this is not a 

position that was taken by “r. Stimson or Mr, Hull, 

or Mr. Morgenthau, this was the sta¥f of the Board 

itself. 

Yes, but efter you received the first request fop the 

bombing, this was in June, you went to meet the Assis 

Secretary of Har, John McCloy, and you expressed 

yourself your doubts about the bombing, and what 

was his position?
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He said that they would cousider it, but when they came 

back, they said it was not feasible. 

And what was the reason...the reasons he gave? 

The reasons he gave was that the light bombers that 

they had available couldn't...wouldn't be effective 
against such a target, and the heavy bombers thet would 

be sent from the United Kingdom couldn'¢ 

BOBINE 329 
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After receiving the first reauest Bor the...for the 

bombing, this was in the second half of June, you went 

to méet.e.fou went personally to meet Assistant Secretar: 

of War John McCloy, and you expressed your own doubts, 

but you left him to... to explore the matter, And what 

was not onlytthe answer of weVloy, but in your opinion 

what was the...-the deep feeling of McCloy about the 

whole affair? 

iweCloy was S“cretary Stimson's immediate assistant, and 

his time and energy and attention was on the war. And 

although he acted as Stimson's representative on the 

WRB, his main concern obviotsly was the war and ell 

its problems. And therefore it was very difficult to 

get him to focus on anybhing else. 

Yes, and...because the position of McCloy never changed. 

ee 

NO. 

eeehe was always against this. 

He was against it, he felt it wasn't feesible. He though 

it would be using military personnel for...for something 

other than persuing the war. 

Yes, and your own position - did your own pasition from 

month to month, did your yosition change? 

Yes, it did. Our first impression was that we shouldn't 

even requestithe War Department to look into this. We 

should disadvise them. Later we took the position: ‘yes, 

we'd like the war denartment to sec thether this could 

be done' At the same time we said that we weren't
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~repared to recommend it, we were just exploring it 

in effectece. 

what is striking when one reads the dvcuments of the 

WRB, is thet yourself, your personal position, that yo 

were very hesitant. 

very what? 

Hesitant. Thet you hesitated, yousess 

“es, we were. We were. Mavbe from now lo&iking back, we 

whouldn't have been, but we were. we were quite hesite 

until in November we came to the position that we had t 

recommend this, and that it should be done. «and not only 

should the reil-lines be bombed, but the crematoria 

should be bombed too... 

And vinatee. 

eseand we wrote a strong letter.l. 

Yes, I would like to lmow, why did your position cher} 

®he emergency, the...emgybe we felt more confident in 

our own ability #0 take this position, maybe it.was 

vartly because of the pressure that had been brought 

upon us, I can't reconstruct that. 

Yes, but there is a tregic irony in one way, When you 

say emergoney, because in jovember,y whenlees 

Of course, 

«you recoumended the bombings,as a matter of fact 

the...the gassing didn't teke place eny more in Ausch- 

witz, it was almost finished. r 

ilo, DG 

There is this gap in the... 

Yes. In any event... 

Yes, but I askildyou precisely, wnat was the origin of 

the changing of your.c.s 

I have given you tne best explanation I can of this. 

-oeand I..,it's not possible to go back this many years 

end to sey: this is how I felt and this is why I chahge 

ay mind. 

No, bat my question is not a polemic question, it's 

because I have read...I have read your...your letter of
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November 8, to McCloy, and it is a very impressiv 

and strong letter... . 

Yes, but you ask why didntt...in effect, why wasn" 

that position teken earlier, and I have tried to 

explain to you, as best I can, the devebtpment of 

our thinking. Now it may very well be that it's 

tragie thatwwe didntt take this position en the 

first vlace, but thet is a fact. 

Yes, could you read the excerpts of this...of this 

letter? 

well, on November 8, 1944, I wrote to Mr. McCloy, 

Assistant Secretary of Wer: "I send you herewith 

copies of two eye-witness descriptions of the no- 

torious German concentretion and extermination cam] 

of Auschwitz and Birkenau in Upper Silesea, which \ 

have just received from the Boerd's special repe™~ 

resentative in Bern, Switzerland, Roswell McClella: 

This is - 1 cut you now beceuse it's tPagic the 

whole story, —- because these two people, these two 

Slovakian Jews escsped from Auschwitz the 7th of 

April... 

: Yes. 

».ethey reached Slovekia on the 21 of April, they 

immediately delivered the famous report and the 

map. and what is tragic that the full report,which 

struck you very much obviously, reached you cnly 

in November. 

Yes. 

Up till now, you had only very dry excerpts. 

Well, I would put it in « dafferent way, I would 

say thet once we had come to this conclusion, we 

used whatever material was aveilable to...to argue 

with the War Department. 

which conclusion? the bombing you mean? 

Yes, yes. And.s..eit wasn't just the fact that weeee 

that these reports camellate, it was the fact that 

our.e.our conclusion came only at this time that wt 

should do it. 

Ah yes, this is your conclusion?
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That's right. 

esowhich came late. 

I say3;"No revort of Nar....Nazi etrocities received 

at the Boerd has quite caught the gruesome brutality 

of what is taking place in these camps of horror, as 

have these sober, factual accounts of conditions in 

Auschwitz and Bkrkenau. I earnestly hope thet you will 

read these reports." then we go on to sayttMfhe déstruc- 

tion of large numbers of people apparantly is not a 

Simple process, The Germens have veen forced to dewte 

considerable technologicel ingenuity and administrative 

know-how in order tc carry out murder on a mass pro- 

duction basis, as the attached reports will tebtify. 

if the elaborate murder installations of Birkenay were 

destroyed, it seems clear that the Germange could not 

restruct tnem...reconstruct them for some time. Until 

now, despite pressure from many sources, I have been 

hesitant to urge the destruction of these eamrs by 

direct military action. But I am convinced that the 

point has now been reached where such action is juste 

ifiable, if it is deemed feasible by competent military 

authorities." And then I go on to suggest that hs has 

military implications too.» 

This means that whet struck you when you got the full 

report was the...let's sey the mass production of the 

killing. 

Yes, oh, yes. 

It was like a factory.... 

That's right. 

eee that if the crematorium would be destroyed, it would 

be very difficult for the Germcns to kill. As a matter 

of fact, what is interesting is thet the...I have seen 

the escapee of Auschwitz, Vrbs, and he wil be in this 

film, and he says...he says thet according to him, the 

destruction of the crematorium was not so important, 

beceuse the Germans were in such a hurry to kill at the 

time that the crematorium couldn't fulfall...fulfill - 

there were too many people to be killed, and they had 

to kill them in big pits, at the time, you know.
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But why do you write to McCloy that youfearnestly 

hepe'that he will wead the report’ 

Because we hoped that it would ave a..estrong emotion: 

emotional effect on him. 

Sut were you sure that he would reau Lt? 

We asked him to read it. Were we sure he would read 

it? I wovld assume he would, ves. 

pDLa he? 

I don*t imow. 

You think he did? 

ZL assume so. 

Yas? 

So we recommended that this be considered end that 

not oniy the crematoria ve bombed, but the factorids 

ajcining the crematoria be bombed too. 

And whet wa. the answezx of wclLoy?to this letter? 

That was November 8th, snd on sovember 18 we obtained 

a negative reply fro: mr. MeCloy. He refers to our 

letter, he ssid that #the operation stuff of the 

War Department has given careful consideration to 

sugsestion that the bombing of tiese camps be 

undertaken. The following points were brought up: 

L. positive destruction of these camps would necee- 

ssitate precision bombing employing heave or medium 

bombardment or attack by low flying or dive bombing 

alvcrafts, preferably the latter. the target is 

beyond the maximum range of medium bombarduent, dive 

bonbers or fighter bombers.located in the United 2Z 

Kingdon, Frence or Itely. Use of heavy bombardment 

from the United Kingdoin Bases would necessitate a 

hagzerdous round trip flight, umescorteda, of app- 

roximately 2,000 miles over enemy territary." 

Yes, but what is interesting is that this letter is 

from the 18 of November, '44, ant there were already 

two bébhings of the factory plants of IG Farben in 

Auschwitz, in August and September. This means that 

it's not beyong@ the range of the...of the heaby. 

peuhsrs + At WAS BQ8at pombing from the United Kingdom?
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or from Italy? 

ttaly. 

From Italy? 

the Fifteenth Air Force, it was completely within the 
range of the Fifteenth Air Force, 

that's whet I understand now. Ae didn't know that at 
that time. In any event, the Wai Department said it 

was not feasible. "Based on the above as well ag on 
the most uncertain if not dangerous effect such a 

bombing would have on the objective to bé attained, 
the war vepartment found it should not, at least for 
the present, undertake these overations", 

Did he say that Be has read the report in this letter 
No, it doesn't say that and the enclosure is the 

report, which looks like it Game backe. - 

“e sent you back the report, yes. Zitell you frankly 
what I think. Because I have seen McCloy and LI am 

not sure he...he has read the report. 

BOBINE 330 
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I toink that one of the ee,sniot one, but that the basic 
idea was to concentrate everything on the war effort, 

and whicn leaded to the idea that rescue of the peopl: 
couldn't be possible only throygh the victory, that 

everything had to be done in order to...to get complet 
victory and that afterwards the people would be saved, 
But it had proven to be untrue, as a matter of fact, 
vecause the victorp was...happened, and there was nevei 
a doubt,let's say starting in "42, about the issue. But 
in what regards the destruction of the Jews, it was toc 

late for thea. 

That's true. To me that...the idee that everything is 

subordinate to the wer effort is most illustrated by 
the idea of unconditional surrender. This is something 

thatIUI think President Roosevelt first initiated as 

our policy, and Churchill and Stalin agreed. There 

would be no deals, and we would fight until Germany
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unconditionally surrendered. Ir retrospect, one covls 

conclude that not makiv> eny decls of any icind, cons 

tinued the wer for = lens time, or at least for some 

time, and thet during... 

wi You meen that the fact that they refused to make any 

deal, any compromise prolong: tedes. 

Al e.eprohongeted the war. shen we got to Japan, we did 

Make arrangements. we egreed that the Emperor continue 

Lor example. In termany however, we took the position 

that we had to have unconditional surrender. If it dté 

prolons the war, and i believe it did, that means that 

a lot of veople died durins the last months of the war 

because we took this rocition, Sut it's very similar 

to the position of everything is subordinate to the 

wor effort, nothins else should be looked at. 

a
 

o
e
 

What de you mean when you sey 2 lot of people died 

durinzs toe Last mnonthse... 

Az: I mean,soidiers died, my brother died in France rath: 

late in the war and no one knows whether the war woul 

neve onded sooner, if we wore. willins to negotiate. 

we? Yee aus
 » + underst:.nd.woallkypeuthisa..,one could say that 

Uhis strengthened too the...let's say the unity of 

the Gernons. they renoireé! united till the end. 
¢. 

h
e
 

r
e
 

w
e
 

net is right. 

c
 

vt 

Yes, put {f think that this ideology of rescue through 

victory wae a good arguenbnt too for tho people who 

were oposed, because therc wers, to any form of reseuw 

Az: I don't say to any form of reseue, youre now talking 

about FRing military troops aud equipment to rescue. 

these pecvle weren't noececsargly saying that private 

organisations shouldn't cozginue their operations, 

thet inoney shouldn't bc sent in. we're talking now 

about whether troops in uniform and airplenes should 

be used for this purpose. 

Yes, but yBu teink that tris could lend us to theses 

again to the negotintions with the Germans, a propos 

the tluussrian Jews. 
ree 

As A18n%,
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And what is your position on this: letAs say, the 

mission of Joel Brand, the exchange of goods against 

material (?) for tre German wer effort, and later on 

the dealing with...with xnoney. 

Well, as the war wore on, thera were various plans mad 

coming out of Switzerland generelly, rumours that we 

could save people by negotiating with the Germans. 

To buy people. 

sneate 

To buy pneoaple. 

To buy peonle, to provide the Germans with trucks, bei 

not a military vehicle, but which they needed for mili 

tary operations. The -EB wan very cautious about this, 

particularily since the Russiens were known to he tery 

suspicious of the vestern »nowers having any negotiatic 

with the sermans. ind...vut we felt that by having the 

negotiations indirectly, through people in Swit-eriané 

we could delay, we could pley for time. And that's whé 

we did. Je had negotiations going on both for trucks 

and for money efter the war, in an effort to gain time 

Yes, these were the baly -iayer-Becher... 

Yes, Saly ayer Wt ceed prominent Jewish merchant ir 

switzerland, very devotec "to anything thet could be 

done in tnis area, end he was intermediary for some 

of these negotiations. 

But why - I would lixa to underatend - because the Ge 

Germans wasta matter of fnuct wanted tc negotiate with 

the Ma.eemeajor Jewish orsanizations and throuch them 

Wito ~lLet's say - tue Allied powers, and you never 

yer could be introduced to them 

‘gs say, of the.e..of the American 

organization, of...even the VRB, out as the head of t 

neruitted that Sealy sie 

as representunt of let 

the “ewish owics CONMUNLTY » 

Yes, This is vart of the hesitancy we had in this whole 

field of...not doing sonething that the Russiand would 

feel that they were being widercut. 

And whet is striking in these negotiations is that 

saly -ayeresethe hands of Saly “ayer were tied. 

To some extent I am sure they were, just like..il just 

as there were no large amounts of monev that changed
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Saly Mayer's hands were tied. 

chands, they were always talking about blocked funds, 
No ransom was paid in cash. 

ONLY in blocked accounts to paid to be peid after the wor. 
after the war ends . 

Qi Ghe Lunds were always blocked? 

A: Toac's right. 

Q: The money Wes Nevereecs 

As thet's right. That...that nobody was willing to pay 

top Ucimen offichals money thrt could be used against 

uS in the wer. 

QW? Rub whet do you t.ink, vecause it is a very difficult 

question, do you think...woat wes the reason, or the 

reccons, for this offer of the Germans? Do you think 

that they were serious? va-t aid they want to achieve? 
How serious was Himmler? 

seceuse 1t has alveye been one trend of the Nagi 
Great questions L 

policy to...to negotinte the Jews for money. They 

Started this in 1934, with the famous Rublee-Schacht 

oe Ciscussions. And it went on. It went on in Slovakia 

elssmendel,in LOAS, end afterwards in 1944 for 

the dewe of Hungery, the Brend mission. What was thee. 

be you think the Neri were serious? 

At L thinc thet towards the end, there were individula 

neer tue top of the “Nnul hirerchy, who were looking fe 

their own skins and trying to nreserve something for 

wr ter the war. , 

4? fou tilnik this is the mein feason? 

As Yes, yes, oh yes. 

Q: Yes, it is probaoly true. Tho famous Letter of Himmle 

Himmier-Masseur meeting to hig masseur, to “ersten, which is very astonishing, 

tile means thet you don't think that there would have 

peen & resl possibility of rescuing people through th 

money burgeinming? 

Ait Wo, I doutt think co. 

ws You thdas Lt we. doomed toe fellurct? 

As @ell, it iaivat nad come delnuying effect. You see, it 

may nave nadeseee tO the extent that you endourage peop 

near the top of the Nazi hirarchy thet they might get 

soue penifit efter the wer, 1% might slow them down, 

Noone tock itserousy | %2 Nobody, were, in this country, took this...nobody in 

Sarason charge of the problem took this seriously, this offe 

RES EU Az: I don't think so. 
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Q: This is...it is very difficult to answer. I think 

it's an open question. 

As *“erhans, YeS.s 

it Now, ubout the ways the Board acted or tried to act- 

whet were the instibutions or the personalities that 

you tried to involve.in the achievements of the 

Bourd? For instence, whet did you do with the Red 

Cross? International Red Cross, I mean. 

at ‘ly recollection is that we never got a great deal 

of assistance from ths Intermational Red Cross. 

They...rretty well stayed sway from this »vroblem. 

3 Why? 

At ilow youtre asking people's motives and I don't know 

gi D@kypeople, it's imotivution. 

A: Institutions.,...f don't xnovw. 

Wi we know that at the befinning they said that they 

were cealing mostly with the war prisoners, and 

nov with the civil interneces, that this was a quest 

of interval policy in which they couldn't be involv 

But I kmow that you...you upyegled rather frantical 

BOBINE 331 — 
WAPehie 56 ’ 

Ww: Did the WAB try to....pardon. 

WA PEHLE 57 

wt Did the WRB try to engege the Vatican and the Pope 

rore actively as they...they did before in tHe sees 

At My recolleétion is that we did try to get the Pope 
to issue warnings, but thet we never were very 

succes@ful in getting any strong action in this 

regcerd. 

a: tes, how idd you try to get it? 

A: i thinit we had a meeting with the Apostolic belegati 

here, ané we also tried toe unofficial representati' 

which the US government had in Rome at one pointe... 

3 D4ttmen. 

As Tittmen, yes. But we never got much encouragement. 

Qs Yes. What kind of statement did they deliver, if ay

abusous2000
On engaging with the Pope

abusous2000
On engaging with the Red Cross



Lord Moyne to Brand 

What shall | do with a million 

Jews? 

Refugees to Latin America 
But how Latin American 

countries will take in 

refugees when the US 

would not? 
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I can't recall, except thet I didn't think it was ver) 
effective. . 

tes. And, now another question which is connected with 
what you huve said already, that if a ereat number of 
Jews would have been rescued, it would have been very 

diffievlt to take them onc to dive them en asylun, Thi; 
- you lmow the fanove cuote sion of Lora Moyne about thx 
iungerian Jews, the Brard nission, When he met Brand 
end vrend said: I come (nnd we don't d@iecuss now whethe 
it was real or not, beccuse as you say, one cannot knoy 
but Brand said to Lord Moyne: can free from the Nagi i 

grip one million Jews. we cen save one million Jews. t
e
 

4 
And Lord koyne anzwered: what shall I do with one 
million Jews? uhich was a cynical answer, but a politic 
political one, because it... it poses the problem, as 
a matter of facts And I think that there was « similar 
problem, here, with the resettlement areas ~ where to 
put them if there had been any rescue? 

Basically the WRB took the attitude that ve would worry 
about that when and if we could get pecple out, but our 
concentration was going to be on gebéting people out. 
Now we did talk to tarious Latin Ameriersn countries 
about the willingness to accent refugees, but the 

weakness of our position was that the US wasn't taking 
in any refugees to speak of, And so we vressed for 

at least a token entry into the US without visas, 

without compliance with the immigration laws, of a 
token number. And we did bring in several hundred 
people into an abandoned -xmy camn at Oswego, N.Y. 
This was with considerable difficulty end lot of people 

aidn't Like it. 

Why? 

Well, the labour unions weren't too hanny about addi- 
tional people coming into the US to tale JODS ceee 
How many were they, the peonle? 

This was just a token amount of severol hundred. Other 
people for their own reasons didn't want the lumLgratiox 
laws broken down, but we did it, end vitinately those
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people were admitted to the US as resicents. 

but they came frou where? 

From Eurone. 

2ut, i mean, were they people who were actually 

saved by thesee..rescued by this proposal or were + 

ee were they elrecidy saved? 

they were already... ethey were already saved, bute. 

they were not in danger? 

No, but it was important, we felt,and I feel, for 

the US to show thet tit too would tae in people 

above the ordianry imnigretion amounts, And that's 

why we did it, 

VYnis wes what was callea the @ree Ports? 

Yes, it was...someone invented the theory, which 

makes a lot of sense, tnat wf we fan have 2 free 

port for goods, in which you brought goods into t 

US but they weren't regarded as being in the US a 

therefore they didn't pay duby and they could rem 

in the free port, thet that could be aynplied to 

refusees too. Actually I think that these people 

Qa matter of fact ceme from North Africa. 

Maybe, that could be. 

Originslly they came from nurope, they were alrea 

in Morth Africas.a. 

Yes. 
+ 

ee.and they found that the climate of N.Y. state 

Was very cold. 

Ch, no, it's a very coid and unpleesant place to } 

in. 

Yes. Tu coups....Om va reprend 

PEHLE 58 

ehat do you think of this erguenent, which I find 

myself rather strons, which wes brought up by the 

advocetes of the...of rescue, they said that thee. 

taere were in the US about 150,000 German prisoner 

of war which had been shipped from Britain.adAnd th 

say - and this was seid already in the Bermuda
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war were sent from GB to the 

US 

On working with JDC and Zionism 

Gonference by the only Jewish observer, George Backer 

from the doint, during the discussions he said: but 

please, if there would be much more prisoners of war, 

you would Lind places t keep them, at least fer the 

duration of the war. and how is it possible that you 

cannot decide that you would sccent Jewkshrrefugees? 

I think that that goes bick to what we have already 

been discussing, fhe prbsorners of war that were 

bprougnt in from tngland, were brought to aleviate the 

problem th=t the British hed. they were fighting and 

were hoving a very difficult time. this wes directly 

connected with the war effort. Ihe War Devartment just 

brought them in, no question of this. People had 

different feelings ebout refugees than they had sbout 

prisoners of war, However, ironical that now seems. 

Now enother question: what is...what was at the time 

your feeling towards tne Jews, I mean towards... there 

were many Jewish orgunisetions which were rather not 

UNLGEOeese 

No. 

seoltighting among thomselves, and what did you think 

of this? ' 

Vell, to the extent thet we...wetdexet conflicting 

advice from them, it was a little disconcerting. On 

the whole though, we found thet working with the JDO, 

The Joint Distribution Cormnkttee, worked out very 

well. They were professionals, they were Less emotional 

they weren't intersted im Zionism in particular.... 

They were not? 

No. they were just interested in rescuing people. They 

nad money and they had exverienced people and they 

were.e.s they fitted intc cur onerations very well. 

and what do you think...what did you think of Zionists 

at the time? 

we didn't have any particular feeling ehoutbtZionism. 

Yes, but the fact that they... 

the fact that there was no hone sf.d place for Jews 

to go, obviously complicated the whole situation a
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great deal. 

Qs Yes, but we know that alonists were advocating mostly 

Palestine. 

Q: This waSeeee there are peonle who reproach them that 

they...if the Jews couldnhé bevedvid PabPakaatine, 

they were not gntmuch interested in the...in the saving 

A: I...f never felt thet wayi 

“3 COUDeseeealors towne. No, 110, I just look at you. 

33 Bub you had al lot of...0f dealings with the very 

relisious Jews, with the sabbis, with the orthodox? 

4%: +es, this was a revelation to me, because I'd never 

been exposed to this before. I remember particularily 

Rabbi “saluanowitz, who made very many visits to my 

office, always unannounced. 

vw: 4e was the head of the Vaed Hahazalah. 

A: tes. 

2 esathe religious rescue organization. 

At de was a very emotional TEL with a long beard, and 

he would come to my office, and pull his beard and 

Cry. 

Qa very? 

At Gried, oh yes. This was very hard to take, And he 

used to pester secretary vlorgenthau and wait in his 

office, im the outer office, to see the secretary. 

And he pressed very nard. He had varticular interest 

as I recell, in a groun of orthodos rabbis who escaped 

from woland, crossed Chine...crossed Russia and into 

Ching, amd were in Shanghai. @“nd he wanted them 

brought to the US, and perpatuate orthodoxy. And we 

Rad other things thet We felt were more pressing, 

but he didn't understand that. 

wt He didn't? 

A: No. 

Q: And why did he ery?
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A: Ne erled beenuse nothin: wos being secomplished and 

felt his worla was crumbling. b
y
 

O
o
 

is His world? 

At That's: my exnlanation. 

qi “nd did he mest Morgenthau too? 

At Oh yes, sure, But largely he dealt with me. 

Wi Yes. But, I iean, these neovle were extremely active, 

no? 

A: Ob Fess yes, they pressed very hard for anything that It was the Rabbies who were 

active trying to rescue as many could be done, and they Acd 2 lot of iGees of mhat 
as possible by paying ransom 

might be done, some of them unreal, but we dealt with 
ten them as best we covld 

gs what kind of Kdcas? 

At Well, they...they wentdd to send money through 
a 

owitserland to rescue individuel peovle that were 

naised In «a cable, Ang wo much for reseeuing this family 
ed ec much for rescuing thet fuuily. and we said: no, 

you couldn't do that. 

Qs winy? 

Aj secauss we thought that rescue lad to be done...in 

gereral, by who ever wac availuble to be rescued, not 

oy Bow uch could could be sent for each onese. 

G2 Yes. Bub nhe..eno, it's very interesting because this 

1Seseethis was toeir nuy of...of thinking. They wanted 

GO PESCUG SPeees 

A’ Rabbis. 

Qt Lapbiseoe. 

: tes, rabbis and their familics, particularily, yes. 
Wi Thie weses.ethis was reaLiy their mein concern, that 

tiey didu'lté want to rescue aiybody who.e.? 

A: Now you're afking me to read tugir minds. I can only 

vell you tuat their ciphisis sdeued to be in rescuing 

Rabbis and tueir Yaallies. 

@s Yes. 

A: not...that statement may Le even unfair to them. But 

they dic...they did neve = peal interest in tuis. 

Qt whgy cdo you say that thes....they were unreal ideas? 

Az well, it's like the idea that was put to the War 

Department in which it was proposed ~ tais was by 
, the World Jewish Congress...
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They were not relisious, this one. 

, I lmov...thrs....1 em not aiming this «at the 

religious end, I am telking 2bout some unreal sug- 

gestions, one of them was that the Soviet Governemnt 

be avproached with the request thet it should disnater 

grouns of peratrouners to seize the buildings of the 

crematoria, to annihilate the souads of murderers 

and free the unfortunate inmetes. and that the Polish 

government be requested end instruct vhe Polish 

underground to atteck these and similar camns to 

destroy the instruments of death. 

But why do sey that it is vnreal? 

Well, in the first place the Sovnet governemnt was no* 

involved in rescuins Jews, it wes involved ~rimerily 

in defendinzs their ovm lend, enc there were millions 

of Russiens being killed by the Germens end there was 

never any interest they had in the activities of 

the VRE for cuite understendable reasons. 

They were absolutely uninterested in the wRB? 

Thet's right. 

you had no communications with them? 

Not thet I re....as I recall, ambassador Herman told . 

me not to bother to take,this up with the Russians, 

because they were completely preoccupied by their 

own problems. Similarily the Polish underground I 

don't think was this effective in...in doing the 

things that the Polish undergrovnd would normally 

try to do, and ask them to etteck these camps was. 
“ 

out of the question too. 

That was not te... 

not real. 

..enot the concern of the Poligh underground. Wait 

a minute. 

60 nlan muet.


